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3 o Made in Belarus, presented in Shanghai

Shan?hai hosted the China International Import Expo
(CIIE)Tor the sixth time, which is held under the Qatron_age
of President of the People's Republic of China Xi Jinping.
This year more than 150 countries took part in it. Since
the founding of CIIE, Belarus has also been regularly
represented at the exhibition.

3 8 A bold decision and its implementation

The production of our own passenger cars in the country
is comparable in importance to the implementation of
projects in the space sector and the construction of
nuclear power plants. The beginning of a new branch of
mechanical engineering was laid in 2015 at a meeting
with the Head of State.
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4 6 Healthy. Tasty. Beautiful and affordable

With such meanings and under various brands, Belarusian
manufacturers promote their products to the world
market. What surprised them this time, what they
presented at the 29th international specialised exhibition
and fair Prodexpo 2023, which was held in Minsk - we'll
tell you about this and much more.
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Welcome to the fairy tale

Have you ever thought about how much a
small postage stamp can tell? This is not just
a government postage sign. As Irina Shipilova
head of the Marka publishing centre of
Belposhta RUE, says...

The chauffeur effect or the
illusion of knowledge

The distortion that destroyed empires and
prevents each of us from living

From vytinanka to BelAZ, or the

magical power of craft

Among the artists of Belarus who create and
strengthen a special world of intangible historical
and cultural values, the name of Natalya Kuletskaya
is very well known.

COUNTRY
AND PEOPLE
IN THE WORK
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IN SEARCH OF THE OPTIMAL
SAFETY FORMULA

m Observers did not left the fact that the last ten days of October were especially
rich in international meetings in the Minsk Palace of Independence unnoticed.
Without exaggeration, the foreign policy agenda prevailed in the work schedule
of the President of Belarus at that time. Within just one of the days, Aleksandr
Lukashenko alternately met with the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign
Trade of Hungary, Péter Szijjartd, and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Russia,
SergeilLavrov, who arrived in Minsk to participatein theinternational conference
Eurasian Security: Reality and Prospects in a Transforming World. The basis
of those meetings and negotiations was the search for an optimal formula for
U security on the Eurasian continent. Including economic with an emphasis on
mutually beneficial cooperation. The key topics for discussion were such topics as
building a fair world order, Belarusian-Russian relations, the situation in Ukraine
and the future of the EU.
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IN FOCUS

The key role of strategic partnership

At a meeting with Sergei Lavrov, Aleksandr Lukashenko
confirmed that Belarus is a reliable ally of Russia. In
general, in recent years, Belarusian-Russian integration
has demonstrated good dynamics. The withdrawal of
many Western companies from the Russian market and
the sanctions policy are pushing Minsk and Moscow
towards closer cooperation in all areas. This is expressed
both in record trade turnover figures and in the expansion
of cooperation with new promising projects. Despite
various kinds of external pressure, Belarus and Russia are
successfully implementing their plans. The implementation
of 28 Union programmes is progressing. In particular, as
of October 1st of this year, 835 out of 993 tasks have been
implemented. And trade turnover for January — August
2023 exceeded $31 billion (growth rate — 113 percent
compared to the same period last year). It is significant
that Belarus, which is small in size, is among the top five
in terms of trade turnover with the huge, gigantic Russia.
This also says a lot. According to the President, Belarus and
Russia have developed certain directions of movement (for
example, microelectronics and others), along which they
act as a single whole.

Sergei Lavrov thanked the Head of State for the initiative
to hold an international conference on Eurasian security.
In his opinion, this is more relevant now than ever. The
conclusion was made on the basis that ‘the single huge
continent given to us by God and history, the richest in
natural resources, Europe, under the dictation of the
Americans, decided to split into two camps, as it was in
the Soviet era, the Cold War era. But even then economic
ties were not interrupted, and now, under pressure from
Washington, Europe is facing direct losses.

The head of the Russian Foreign Ministry gave an example
of a speech at a conference in Minsk by Hungarian Foreign
Minister Péter Szijjartd, who noted that energy resources
in Europe are five times more expensive than in the United
States. Deindustrialization, transfer of production... Lavrov
believes that this was one of the tasks of the Americans — to
weaken Europe, not to give it the opportunity to straighten
its shoulders economically and become independent. An
extremely relevant topic.

Sergei Lavrovalso added thatat the conference, both Belarus
and Russia emphasized their openness to cooperation with
everyone only on an equal and fair basis, and the Hungarian
side adheres to the same position, “We do not close the door
in these processes to anyone. But if Europe now prefers to
isolate itself, then, as you said, we will have to move from the
division of labour to the independent, sovereign creation of
everything that we need for development and security. But,
again, if and when they come to their senses and realise
that they are depriving themselves of mutually beneficial

economic prospects, and return, probably then you and
I, along with everyone who will cooperate in integration
structures, will see what ideas they come up with”

How to build a security architecture

Later, in a conversation with journalists, Sergei Lavrov
stated that Eurasia today is the most promising region
of the world, since strategic transport and logistics
communications pass through it and can pass through it.
There are already many of them, but in order to use all
the advantages of this continent, it is necessary to create

B Meeting of the President of the Republic of Belarus
Aleksandr Lukashenko with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Russia Sergei Lavrov

new transport corridors — North — South, East —
West. All this makes joining forces simply mandatory
for all normal countries, “If the West believes that it is
not in their interests, but in their interests to give all
their money to armaments for the Kyiv regime and
suffer colossal economic losses, releasing the United
States into absolute leaders, losing the most from the
war in Ukraine that they unleashed, then we cannot do
anything here. But this does not mean that everyone else
should wait until reason prevails. Therefore, we have
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Meeting of the President of the
Republic of Belarus Aleksandr
Lukashenko with the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Hungary Peter
Szijjarto

been promoting Eurasian cooperation for a long time and
in different formats”

According to the minister, a significant part of Eurasia
does not want to wait for the end of the campaign, which is
unfolding and spurred on by the United States of America.
While all this is happening, normal countries that do
not seek hegemony through wars against other countries
should engage in cooperation, which is what we are doing,
noted Sergei Lavrov. This was exactly what the conference
in Minsk, which took place on the initiative of the President
of Belarus, was about. Its participants also spoke about this.
The head of the Russian Foreign Ministry is confident
that it is necessary to build an architecture of security and
economic cooperation, an architecture that will not depend
‘on the whims and neo-colonial instincts of our neighbors
in the west of this vast continent’

Sergei Lavrov also commented on the statement of NATO
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg that the alliance needs
new production capacities and a lot of weapons to ensure
peace and freedom. The head of the Russian Foreign
Ministry said that as a child he looked at Soviet cartoons
from the Cold War and wondered why ‘the imperialists are
portrayed ugly, as if they were so bloodthirsty, worse than
the wolf from Little Red Riding Hood’ But now, when he
hears statements from some leaders, NATO first of all, and
other Western structures, he recalls these cartoons... The
last two summits in Madrid and Vilnius directly proclaimed
NATO’s global responsibility for world security. And they
do not hide the fact that they need to be responsible for
security in Asia in order to contain China and isolate Russia.
Such bloodthirsty plans, Lavrov believes, have never led to
any good.
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In response to Western accusations that the Russian side
is allegedly refusing negotiations with Kyiv, Sergei Lavrov
emphasised, “When we are accused of being against
negotiations, this is a lie. We know that the West continues
to incite the Kyiv regime to continue the war. And if we
are talking about negotiations, then let Zelenskyy cancel the
decree thathesigned a year ago and which he forbade himself
and all his officials from negotiating with the government of
Vladimir Putin. All this is hypocrisy, which is expressed in
idle talk about negotiations, which Russia allegedly avoids.
We never shy away from serious offers. There are simply no
serious proposals after they were thwarted by the Anglo-
Saxons in April 2022. But once on the battlefield (to resolve
issues), then on the battlefield. This will, of course, continue.
The whole truth is on our side”

Significant clarification of Minsk’s position

For obvious reasons, statesmen and politicians of the European
Union are currently not frequent guests in Belarus. Hungary
is one of those few European countries that pursues policies
primarily in its national interests. This is the position of Prime
Minister Viktor Orban, he is not afraid to voice it publicly, and
his team follows this line. Welcoming the Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Foreign Trade of Hungary, Péter Szijjarto, to the
Palace of Independence, Aleksandr Lukashenko said, “T'm
pleased to meet you. I thought, you are probably the most
media-heavy foreign minister right now. Especially in our
space. We see you often and hear you a lot. Not only your
statements, but also those of our good friend Mr. Orban.”

The Head of State drew attention to the fact that for some
reason the EU believes that Belarus is an opponent of
this unification. Aleksandr Lukashenko clarified MinsK’s

position, “You know, we are not vindictive people. And,
despite the current turbulence in the European Union
and the sanctions that the European Union is imposing
against us, you should know that the President of Belarus
is an ardent supporter of the preservation of the European
Union. Not because I really love the European Union, but
because the European Union, together with the USA, China,
maybe Russia, India, to some extent, are strong pillars of our
existence, of our planet. And if this support is pulled out
from under this system, it will be very bad for everyone.
Therefore, as a European state (and the geographical centre
is in our Polotsk in the north of Belarus) we are absolutely
in favour of the existence of the European Union. We
really want the European Union to be a powerful, strong,
sovereign and independent union. We are aimed at this, and
you should know this: despite all the nuances in relations
and even the policy that the union is pursuing today in
relation to Belarus, we are supporters of the union.”
Regarding sanctions, the Head of State noted that this is
not the first time Belarus has encountered them, “We have
largely overcome the sanctions. Yes, there are problems in
connection with the restructuring of logistics, primarily
financial issues, payment processing, and so on. But I think
we can cope with these problems. In principle, we managed,
but there are certain losses. I think we will catch up and get
away from these problems next year. It’s just alarming that
we can destroy even the bad, as we criticize it, system of
world order that exists today. And we are taking more and
more steps (I'm already an experienced politician, I see this,
I've been doing this seriously) towards a full-scale war using
the most lethal weapons”

Aleksandr Lukashenko drew attention to the role of
the United States in escalating tension, “The fact that
the Americans are supplying ATACMS missiles to the
Ukrainians, they must understand that they are escalating
this war. Russia will never come to terms with this, and
neither will we. Therefore, we need to resist this in every
possible way if we do not want to again find ourselves in
this hot cauldron of not opposition, but a terrible, deadly
war”

As for MinsK’s position on Ukraine, it is approximately the
same as that of Hungary, the Head of State said, “We don’t
need this war, just like you. We are neighbours, there is a
war going on in our house. Much, of course, would depend
on the European Union, although I understand that there
is powerful pressure from overseas, but I am absolutely
convinced that if the Europeans wanted, we could end this
war and agree, draw certain conclusions so that this would
not happen again.”

Speaking about bilateral economic relations, the President
stated that, unfortunately, they are deteriorating, “Not our
fault, you know what the reason is. If the Hungarians, the
Hungarian leadership, have any wishes to work in Belarus,
we will be happy to accept your enterprises, companies,
and create the most favourable working conditions.”

In humanitarian terms, Aleksandr Lukashenko thanked
the Hungarian side for the Belarusian athletes who have
the opportunity to be at home in Hungary and play their
home matches.

The President assured Péter Szijjart6 of Minsk’s readiness
to develop interaction with Budapest, “If we are useful to
Hungary, we are ready to act in this direction. We are very
grateful to you. We are grateful people. I think the time will
come when you and I will be able, by and large, to pay for
your good policy towards Belarus”

The Head of State asked the Hungarian minister to convey
his best wishes to Viktor Orban, “It’s difficult for us to come
there, almost impossible now, but he can fly in at any time.
Let’s talk about serious issues. I think it will be useful”

VERBATIM
Péter Szijjarto, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign
Trade of Hungary, “I believe in dialogue. We want peace in
our neighbourhood. There is a war going on next door for
which we are in no way responsible. But we pay the price for
it. Hungarians also die in this war, because the Hungarian
national minority lives in Ukraine. We don’t want people
to die. We would like this war to end as quickly as possible.
That is why we are hastening a truce and hastening a
ceasefire. I sincerely hope that the opportunity for this
arises sooner rather than later. We know very well that
without dialogue, without communication, this will never
be possible. Closing channels of communication is a denial
of hope for peace. That is why we are so actively in contact
with your Foreign Minister. Sergei (Sergei Aleynik, head
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belarus) did me the
honour of coming to Budapest. I accepted with pleasure his
invitation to participate in this conference (International
Conference on Eurasian Security in Minsk) and thank you,
Mr. President, for the dialogue.”

Viadimir Welikhov

photo by BELTA
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DIALOGUE FOR THE SAKE
OF DECOUPLING COMPLEX
GEOPOLITICAL KNOTS

In Minsk, political scientists and experts from almost thirty
countries at the international conference Eurasian Security:
Reality and Prospects in a Transforming World spoke in different
languages, but about one thing: how to prevent the world from
sliding down the 'escalation ladder’ to a global catastrophe.
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olding such events is not new for Belarus.
Many experts participating in the
conference focused on the logical choice
of the Minsk platform for the discussion
on Eurasian security. And, as the forum
participants admitted, it is sorely missed
today. After all, only by hearing each other
can a compromise be found.

Find answers to questions

Once upon a time in Minsk they tried to find a formula for
safety for everyone. Then they discussed how to move away
from the edge of the abyss. Unfortunately, the European
continent, which has survived two world wars, is once
again faced with a bloody conflict. The prospects for other
outbreaks to flare up in various regions of the world are
growing. And this, no matter how cynical it sounds, becomes
commonplace. Now, in fact, the whole world is faced with
the task of holding on and not stepping into the abyss of
mutually assured destruction.

In the meantime, we are confidently moving in this
direction, along the so-called ‘escalation ladder’ noted
Foreign Minister of Belarus Sergei Aleynik during his
speech. According to him, many people, on different sides,

CONTEXT

are asking questions: why the lessons of two world wars
could not save our continent from the current extreme
degree of confrontation and mutual distrust? Why did the
numerous safety mechanisms that were so painstakingly and
persistently developed by our predecessors in the 70s, 80s
and early 90s of the last century not work? A lot has been said
on this topic and many copies have been broken, continued
Sergei Aleynik, “In our opinion, and this is obvious to many,
the reason for the current situation is the NATO-centric
security model for the elite, which the West has promoted
and continues to promote. This does not mean that today
we will use this platform for some sweeping accusations.
Not at all. Our goal is frank, inclusive discussion. The West
never allowed NATO to become a full-fledged international
organisation. And now, instead of a platform for serious
discussion of issues of war and peace, it is simply being

»

turned into a model of a ‘rules-based order’

There is strength in unity

Western-centricity is becoming a thing of the past. It is
being replaced by multipolarity and polycentricity. Most
countries support a variety of development paths and want
their choices to be respected and not imposed on to accept
alien principles. And Eurasia occupies a key place in this

BEJIAPYCb.BELARUS 9
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process, Sergei Aleynik is sure. What should the rest of the
European countries and, in general, the countries of Greater
Eurasia, which have serious and justified fears for their
security, do? Probably, to strengthen existing and form
new international organisations. Such as the EAEU, SCO,
BRICS, CSTO, CICA, “Here we see examples of a new
galaxy, a new generation of organisations that operate on
fair principles”

If we manage to unite those who understand that the
future lies in Eurasian interconnectedness, based on a
single security system, stable economic ties, energy and
transport and logistics corridors, then everyone will
benefit, the head of the Belarusian Foreign Ministry
emphasised.

The message from many European countries today is
that there is no need for any discussion on security. It is
only necessary, forgetting about the origins of the current
conflicts, to sacrifice everything to victory over Russia, to
forceitto obey Western ‘rules. And Belarus at the same time
as its ally. And everyone else too. “It should be recognised
that European security today does not exist either as a
fact or as a system,” the minister emphasised. “NATO
members believe that they are under the umbrella of their
alliance. An alliance that ignores all other structures and
mechanisms that could ensure ommon security for all”

1 o BEJIAPYCb.BELARUS
NOVEMBER 2023

Three proposals from Belarus

While the West is now not ready to talk about common
security, but only talks about its own, then Belarus proceeds
from the fact that the time for dialogue will come sooner
or later. And we have specific ideas in this regard. Sergei
Aleynik voiced three proposals from Belarus to form a
model of Eurasian security.

€ Documenting the diversity of civilizations

We have already formulated the idea of preparing the Diversity
Charter for the 21st Century. Eurasian countries and even
wider (countries of the global East and South, and in fact,
the global majority) could openly and transparently develop a
document that would set out the principles for building a fair
world order and reflect the fact of the diversity of civilizations.
Western countries could also become participants in the
process.

@ Development of dialogue between the countries of the
Eurasian space

We need to seriously think about how to stop the movement
along the escalation ladder, which has almost completely
destroyed mutual trust. Dialogue is needed. As a stage in
the future global process, dialogue between the countries of
the Eurasian space should be developed, using all formats
of interstate communication, including the platforms of
international organisations and integration associations.
We should not forget about the OSCE, which, despite all its
shortcomings, is an integral element of the European, and
therefore the Eurasian, security system.

@ Holding a summit of heads of state of the Eurasian space
We all need to strive to attend a serious summit of heads of
state of the Eurasian space to discuss the future architecture of
Eurasian security. An architecture that would ensure lasting
peace on our common large continent, the peace necessary for
progress, creation and sustainable development of countries
and peoples.

Challenges of the times

Despite the risk of being subject to serious criticism in some
parts of Europe, Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Trade Péter Szijjart6 attended the conference. As he
admitted during his speech, he decided to come to Minsk
partly because global security is now in its worst state since
the end of the Cold War. The head of the Hungarian Foreign
Ministry drew attention to the fact that today security
issues for Europe as an integral part of Eurasia are only
one of the challenges. The European Union is faced with
another serious problem — a significant drop in the level
of competitiveness of the European economy. Péter Szijjartd
recalled that last year, for the first time, China took second

place from the EU in terms of its share of global GDP. The
Hungarian minister wondered how the European economy
should develop in this situation.

An expression that has been mentioned many times by
Western European politicians: a trade zone from Lisbon to
Vladivostok. For many years this was the ideal that should
become the basis for the economic development of Europe.
But today this is difficult, since ties between Russia and
Europe have been reduced to nothing in recent years. For
Europe to be strong again, two things are needed: peace and
dialogue.

A pragmatic course in world affairs

The geopolitical balance of power continues to change not
in favour of the collective West. This is beginning to be
recognised, including publicly, by representatives of Western
elites who are talking about the end of the post-Cold War
era. President Biden spoke about this, and not so long ago,
President Macron and other leaders of Western countries.
These main trends also influence the international processes
unfolding in Eurasia, said Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov. In his firm belief, international relations are
experiencing new, truly epochal tectonic shifts. A more
equitable multipolar world order is expanding before our
eyes, based on the cultural and civilizational diversity of the

modern world, the natural right of peoples to determine the
paths and models of their own development, implementing
the most important principle of the UN, written in its charter
— the sovereign equality of states.

Sergei Lavrov noted that a sign of the times is the desire of
an increasing number of states of the global South and East
to strengthen their sovereignty in all areas, to implement a
pragmatic, independent nationally oriented course in world
affairs, which was most clearly reflected in the recently begun
process of rapid expansion of BRICS. By opting for zero-sum
geopolitical games, the states of the North Atlantic Alliance,
led by Washington, have provoked a serious security crisis
in the European part of our continent. And they have
been doing this for many years, Sergei Lavrov emphasised,
“Without the direct encouragement of the United States,
Kyiv would not have dared to take the path of destroying
everything Russian — language, education, media, culture,
Orthodoxy; it would not have dared to legally and physically
exterminate the opposition and openly introduce Nazi
orders, including legislation. The United States and its
satellites do not hide their goals: to maintain dominance and
monopolize the right to make globally significant decisions.

BEJIAPYCb.BELARUS 1 1
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Unilateral, non-consensus rules of the game are being
imposed on the international community. And in relation
to those who disagree, the collective West uses a wide range
of methods of pressure, unilateral coercive measures to the
point of demonization in the global information space”

Taking into account new realities

Modern security problems dictate the need to intensify work
to deepen interaction with other authoritative international
organizations and individual countries. First of all, with
those who share our goals and principles. Cooperation with
the United Nations plays a key role here, especially on the
peacekeeping and anti-terrorism tracks. Administrative,
legal and organisational conditions are being formed for
building a collective peacekeeping potential of the CSTO in
UN peacekeeping activities. In this regard, CSTO Secretary
General Imangali Tasmagambetov expressed the opinion
that countries alone cannot withstand new challenges and
threats to regional security. According to him, only within
the framework of effective multifunctional associations do
Eurasian states have a chance to preserve their sovereignty
and security. Provided that these countries really understand
the value of such an association and adhere to its principles,
they share Eurasian values, “During its existence, the CSTO
has convincingly proven that it is a capable structure,
an integral part of the international security system.
Our organisation’s commitment to the unifying agenda,
ensuring the supremacy of international law and democratic
principles in the international arena, and the search for a
comprehensive and long-term resolution of crisis situations
primarily through political and diplomatic means remains
unchanged”

At the same time, taking into account new realities, experts
believe, there is a growing need to update some aspects
of the CSTO’s activities and bring them into line with the
requirements of the time. In particular, systemic actions are
needed to develop effective mechanisms for responding to
existing crises and preventing possible conflicts.

Security in Eurasia is a very complex and multifaceted topic
that is relevant at all times. Geopolitical processes on the
Eurasian continent, unfortunately, are determined by the
significantly intensified rivalry between two worldviews and
systems — the Global West and the Global East. According
to First Deputy Secretary General of the CIS Leonid
Anfimov, the course taken by some Western countries to
destroy the fundamental norms and values of international
law increases disproportions in economic development and
provokes conflicts in territories where relative peace and
tranquillity are supported by many years of efforts of the UN
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and regional international organisations, “I think you will
agree that the events in Ukraine and the next Palestinian-
Israeli conflict are nothing more than a direct consequence
of the Wests failure to comply with the relevant resolutions
of the UN and its Security Council, the desire to live in an
illusory world created by it, where the dominant position of
one country should be the basis for building a world order
common to all peoples”

OPINIONS OF CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS
Guy Mettan, Swiss political scientist, member of the cantonal
parliament of Geneva, “It is very important now to build
bridges of friendship between Eurasia and the collective West
— Europe and the USA. In this way we can come to some
kind of resolution. In fact, in the last two years, this is the first
opportunity for all of us to get together and talk about the most
significant topics. And we can say that today we are trying to
open the doors of two worlds and start communicating with
each other, starting a dialogue.”

Aleksandr Shpakovsky, Counsellor Envoy of the Belarusian
Embassy in the Russian Federation, “Belarus strives to regain
its status as a significant platform for international dialogue.
Naturally, at the present stage the world is in a situation of

CONTEXT

deepening security crisis, but the ground for detente must be
prepared, not forgetting that the gunpowder must be kept dry.”
Roman Vasilenko, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Kazakhstan, “We highly appreciate the initiative of Belarus
to conduct this dialogue, proposed within the framework
of its chairmanship in the CSTO. Current global challenges
have brought into sharper focus than ever the problems
associated with ensuring regional and global security. Instead
of the consolidation of states to overcome common problems,
unfortunately, we see an escalation of rivalry between world
powers in the military, political, economic, technological and
ideological spheres. Kazakhstan considers it necessary to
strictly and fully comply with the UN Charter and other norms
of international law.”

Pyotr Petrovsky, political scientist, “Minsk once again acted
as a traditional donor of stability and peace, a platform for
dialogue between East and West, North and South, which can
be a gathering point that will build bridges rather than build
walls. Our country continues to demonstrate its openness.
We involve the parties in dialogue, despite the fact that the
collective West, unfortunately, today is more inclined towards
an illusionistic position and building a new Berlin Wall”

Heinz Gdrtner, political scientist, professor at the Faculty of
Political Science at Vienna and Danube Universities, “It is
very important to continue dialogue with all participants in
the modern conflict. Do not break contacts and continue the
discussion — this is the only way to find a way out.”
So, a frank discussion in Minsk about the prospects for
Eurasian security in the context of the crisis of the existing
worldorder, chronicmilitary-political contradictionsbetween
key players and the almost complete lack of communications
between them included a discussion of several specific topics,
including global and regional geopolitical prerequisites for
Eurasian security, economic integration and conjugation in
favour of its unified architecture, interaction of international
and regional organisations in the Eurasian space, strategic
stability, threats and opportunities for Eurasia in new
conditions. As a result, the conference made it possible to
outline the promising contours of Eurasian security.
In general, the importance of discussing such topics is
obvious. The whole world is in a difficult state from the point
of view of global security.
Aleksey Fedosov
photo by BELTA
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Thelevel of economic cooperation
between Belarus and Cuba must correspond to the level of
political relations and humanitarian interaction. President of
Belarus Aleksandr Lukashenko announced this at a meeting
with Prime Minister of Cuba Manuel Marrero Cruz in Minsk.

Good base for development

Today, Belarus and Cuba continue to maintain active
political dialogue at the highest and highest levels. Both
states completely coincide in their views on most issues on
the international agenda, including the need to build a new
world order — a fair multipolar world. After the collapse
of the Soviet Union, Belarus remained practically the only
republic that maintained relations with Cuba in the same
way. In October 1997, a decision was made to transform the
Belarusian trade mission in Cuba into an embassy, which
became the first diplomatic mission of the Republic of
Belarus in Latin America and the Caribbean.

In July 1972, Fidel Castro visited Belarus. The leader of the
Cuban communists then walked around the main square of
Minsk, visited Khatyn and the Mound of Glory. In 2000, the
President of Belarus Aleksandr Lukashenko flew to Cuba and
met with Fidel Castro. The heads of the two countries signed
an agreement on friendship and cooperation. The Cuban
leader then called Belarus ‘the most friendly of the countries
in the post-Soviet space’ and awarded the Belarusian leader
the Order of José Marti. This is one of the three highest awards
on Liberty Island. Then visits took place in 2006 and 2012.
In turn, the President of the Republic of Cuba Miguel Mario
Diaz-Canel Bermudez paid an official visit to Belarus in
October 2019.

Trade between Belarus and Cuba is showing good results this
year. In January—September, trade turnover reached $10.5
million, the growth rate compared to the same period last
year was 307 percent.

The main volume of Belarusian exports to Cuba are tractors,
trucks, internal combustion engines, tires, spare parts,
agricultural machinery and equipment. The leading exporters
of Belarusian products to Cuba were such enterprises as

Belagromash, Minsk Tractor Works, Minsk Automobile
Plant and others. Medicines are mainly imported from Cuba.
In February of last year and November of this year, the
Belarusian side transferred humanitarian aid to Cuba,
consisting of medicines and food.

The economy needs to be boosted

So, Belarus and Cuba have been linked by diplomatic relations
for more than three decades. In many ways, countries view the
world from the same perspective. They consistently advocate
for the exclusive right to independently determine their own
destiny and development model. They do not accept outside
dictates. They conduct an interested bilateral dialogue and
support each other on international platforms. In short, in
this part the level of mutual understanding is quite high. But
business interaction is clearly lagging behind. This is what
Aleksandr Lukashenko emphasised during the meeting: “We
need to seriously bring economic and trade issues closer to
political issues”

The Head of State warmly welcomed the guest within the
walls of the Palace of Independence, “We have always
maintained the warmest and friendly relations with you. You
should know that we will continue to adhere to the same
approaches. At the diplomatic and political levels, one might
say, at the ideological level, we have absolutely no differences”
At the same time, Aleksandr Lukashenko noted that the basis
of all this, the foundation, is the economy. Preparing for this
meeting, studying the entire spectrum of trade and economic
relations, the President of Belarus discovered that it was
necessary to seriously bring economic and trade issues closer
to political issues. There is only one conclusion from his side:
trade and economic ties lag significantly behind political and
humanitarian ones.
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The president emphasised that he is deeply immersed in the
agenda of Belarusian-Cuban relations, “I see that for decades
now we have been going through some issues from meeting
to meeting, trying to somehow voice them, but there is no
movement on them?”

That is why, in the firm conviction of the Head of State, as
with other countries, it is necessary to conduct an audit of
bilateral relations and identify those areas in which there will
be cooperation, and those problems that need to be solved
today will be solved.

The parties have complete mutual understanding
According to the President, Cuba represents one of the
foundations of Belarusian policy in Latin America, “What
has remained and remains unchanged is that we, as a high-
tech country, will build our relations with Latin America.
And, naturally, the fulcrum, so to speak, will always be Cuba,
Venezuela, and Nicaragua in the first place. We consider your
visit precisely in this regard. We very much hope that we will
significantly increase our trade and economic relations. It’s
not enough that our trade turnover just barely exceeds 10
million dollars”

Aleksandr Lukashenko, addressing the Prime Minister of
Cuba, called for better use of the competencies of the two
countries in order to deepen trade and economic relations
and raise them to the level of political and humanitarian ones.
Manuel Marrero Cruz thanked the President of Belarus for
the opportunity to meet and the warm welcome organised
in Minsk for the Cuban side, and also conveyed greetings
to Aleksandr Lukashenko from the leadership of Cuba
and personally from President Miguel Mario Diaz-Canel
Bermudez, who, according to him, remembers very warmly
hisvisit to Minskin 2019. As for the comments of the President
of Belarus regarding the current level of trade and economic
cooperation between the countries, the Prime Minister of
Cuba expressed full agreement, “You have made the most
accurate analysis of bilateral trade and economic relations
between Cuba and Belarus. I share your opinion. We also
aim to offer to change this situation and focus cooperation
on specific projects.”

Interaction priorities have been determined

In a conversation with journalists, Manuel Marrero Cruz,
summing up the meeting with the President, first of all
emphasized, “We completely agreed with Aleksandr
Lukashenko that we are not satisfied with the level of trade
and economic cooperation that exists at the moment.
The main goal is to bring the level of trade and economic
interaction to the level that exists in the field of political
cooperation. We have done a lot of work, identified priority
areas of interaction, it remains to flesh out bilateral projects”
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Prime Minister of Cuba Manuel Marrero Cruz

First of all, we are talking about strengthening the agricultural
sector in Cuba and increasing food production. The head of
the Cuban Government also outlined specific projects, “At the
moment we are talking about creating a joint production with
the participation of a meat dairy company on the Belarusian
side, and on the Cuban side — an enterprise that has the
appropriate production infrastructure. The main goal is to
attract Belarusian raw materials and produce a wide range
of dairy products on the premises of the Cuban enterprise.”
Manuel Marrero Cruz is convinced that such cooperation
will not only close the Cuban domestic market, but will also
provide an opportunity to export products to the Caribbean
region and other Latin American countries. The possibility of
meat processing is also being discussed.
Another priority topic for cooperation is industry. According
to the Prime Minister of Cuba, concrete practical steps have
already been taken to organize the assembly of Belarusian
tractors, trucks and buses.
Another important area is the field of biotechnology and
medicines. It was not for nothing that during the visit it
was planned to sign three contracts that would allow the
registration and sale of Cuban pharmaceutical products in
Belarus, as well as Belarusian medications in Cuba. In the
scientific field, a number of agreements have also been signed
between the parties, which will be implemented.

Vladimir Khromov

photo by BELTA

IME CAN'T WAIT

Head of the Belarusian Government Roman Golovchenko
held talks with the Prime Minister of Cuba

The parties discussed in detail promising projects to enhance interaction. Among them is the
assembly of Belarusian tractors on Freedom Island. The possibility of creating a joint venture in the
agricultural sector is also being considered. The sphere of biotechnology and drug production can
also serve as an impetus for intensifying cooperation. At a meeting in the Government, the possibility
of creating a production facility that would sell medicines to the EAEU market was discussed.

The distinguished guest at 11, Sovetskaya Str., was
received according to all the canons of official visits —
with a company of guard of honour and the playing of the
anthems of the two countries. Roman Golovchenko greeted
his Cuban colleague as a good friend. After all, heads of
government have already held talks in Sochi this year.
Then, promising projects for cooperation were discussed
in detail. Now there was a kind of synchronisation and
revision of the agreements reached.

Only through joint efforts

At the beginning of the negotiations, Roman Golovchenko
noted that Belarus and Cuba are long-standing and time-
tested partners. Relations are exclusively friendly and
open. The countries have traditionally supported each
other on international platforms for many years and have
similar opinions regarding the geopolitical processes
taking place in the world. The Prime Minister said that
countries are jointly resisting the dictatorship of sanctions
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and advocating for the speedy construction of a new, fair
world order. That Belarus has never changed and will
not change its position on the unacceptability of the
economic, trade and financial blockade imposed by the
United States against Cuba, and will continue to support
the country in its just demands for the abolition of this
illegitimate pressure, which causes significant harm to the
Cuban people.

He emphasised that the Belarusian side appreciates the
support of Cuba on international platforms: “In the
context of chaotic illegitimate sanctions restrictions that
are indiscriminately applied by Western countries, the
value of the support of true friends is especially great”
And in such conditions, countries need to jointly
defend sovereignty, independence and develop bilateral
interaction for the benefit of both peoples.

being developed in the field of joint food production in
Cuba.

Cuba is widely known around the world for its sustainable
and effective healthcare system, so expanding cooperation
in the medical field is an important priority. Despite the fact
that mutual supplies of medical goods and pharmaceutical
products are carried out quite intensively, according to the
prime minister, it is necessary to increase the volume of
trade in these important goods. The head of the Belarusian
Government emphasised how it is necessary to deepen
industrial cooperation in the field of drug production.

By the way, American sanctions do not allow Cuba to
purchase products in the required volumes. Therefore, in
these conditions, the Prime Minister named the wider use
of mutual supplies concluded between the countries as
one of the tools for enhancing trade. Experts of the parties

Sensible development mechanisms

The Belarusian Prime Minister also outlined specific
areas in which the countries need to intensify interaction,
“The products of our industrial complex are well known
and in demand in Cuba. Belarusian manufacturers of
agricultural, cargo, passenger, municipal and other
equipmentare ready to meetall the needs of your country”
In addition, the Belarusian Prime Minister noted, this
year it was possible to significantly intensify cooperation
in the field of agriculture and food supplies. The export
of Belarusian food to Cuba has increased, and supplies
from Cuba to Belarus have also increased significantly.
But it is necessary to determine, in addition to trade
flows, mechanisms for the implementation of projects
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are preparing to sign a protocol to this agreement. Roman
Golovchenko proposed to quickly complete itsapproval, sign
and carry out the necessary internal procedures. The most
important issue within the framework of this agreement is
to find those additional commodity items through which an
increase in the volume of mutual supplies can be achieved.
At the same time, the price parameters of these positions
must be competitive, the Belarusian Prime Minister noted.
By the way, during the previous meeting, which took place in
Sochi, the Belarusian side gave the Prime Minister of Cuba
a list of commodity items that are of interest to our country.
In addition, it was discussed that the Development Bank
of Belarus is ready to expand cooperation on the issue of
export lending for the supply of Belarusian goods to Cuba.

&

There are already certain developments in financing the
supply of Belarusian industrial equipment to Cuba. The
Prime Minister proposed that the results of the negotiations
be substantively considered by the Belarusian—Cuban joint
commission on trade and economic cooperation, which
could hold its meeting in Minsk as early as the first quarter
of next year.

Integration expands the market

Following the negotiations, Cuban Prime Minister Manuel
Marrero Cruz said that the countries are discussing the
creation of a number of joint productions. One of the
areas is mechanical engineering. “We are very interested in
importing or assembling tractors in Cuba. The feasibility of

such a project is now being worked out so that it is profitable.
Every project like this requires a feasibility study, it needs to
benefit both countries,” said Manuel Marrero Cruz.
According to him, there are developments in the field of
cooperation in the agricultural sector. Certain Belarusian
products are imported to Freedom Island. We are mainly
talking about the supply of powdered milk - this product is
in very high demand in Cuba. But here we are interested in
taking this cooperation to anewlevel and not only importing
finished products, but also creating joint production in
Cuba, so that the output products are sent not only to the
Cuban market, but also to the Latin American region in
general.
Manuel Marrero Cruz also emphasised the good prospects
for cooperation in pharmacology. According to the
Prime Minister of Cuba, the field of biotechnology and
the production of medicines can serve as an impetus for
intensifying cooperation and lead to the development of
interaction in other industries. Systematic work is already
underway to register drugs from Belarus in Cuba and vice
versa. But, the Cuban Prime Minister expressed his wish,
he would like to see in the near future there would be
production facilities in Belarus that would sell joint drugs
to the EAEU market.
By the way, it was not by chance that Manuel Marrero
Cruz spoke about the Eurasian space. Cuba is an observer
country in the EAEU. Therefore, the expected effect from
the implementation of the Belarusian-Cuban agreements
can be safely multiplied several times.

Vsevolod Yevseyev

photo by BELTA
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There has long been a good tradition of giving gifts and
opening objects that are significant for Belarus and people on
November 7th. One of these gifts for the Day of the October
Revolution was the completion of construction and acceptance
into operation of the Belarusian nuclear power plant. This
event is, without any exaggeration, historical and epochal.
One might even say, akin to a revolution. But the revolution
is peaceful and technological. After all, we are talking about
mastering the highest technologies, thanks to which a real
breakthrough will be made in many sectors of the economy.
In addition, Belarus has received a reliable, economical,
environmentally friendly source of energy for decades to
come. And given that at one time the President personally
initiated the construction of a nuclear power plant, he could
not ignore the final chord in the construction of one of the
most significant facilities for the country. In communication
with residents of Ostrovets, Aleksandr Lukashenko said, “Any
holiday should have some meaning. In Soviet times, people
were always given gifts for great holidays... Today I arrived on
the eve of the Great October Day to present a great gift to our
Belarusian people. This is truly a gift! Three years ago, when
launching the first power unit, I said that a historic day had
arrived. The era of the peaceful atom has begun. And indeed,
having received this wonderful object as a gift on November
7th in the difficult year of 2020 and today the second unit, I
believe that we did the right thing by creating this miracle.
Nice station. This is the future”

ear power plant give to the country

| a second nuclear power plant be

, and what will the establishment of

ns with Poland and Lithuania depend

he President's working trip to Ostrovets,
dr Lukashenko met with representatives
collective and bhuilders of the BelNPP,
ructure workers and city residents.

FACTS AND FIGURES FROM THE
REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT

OF THE MINISTER OF ENERGY
VIKTOR KARANKEVICH

The effect on Belarus from the construction
of nuclear power plants:

The country's dependence on imported natural
gas has been reduced. Since the inclusion of
the first power unit of the Belarusian NPP
into the unified energy system, the station has
generated a total of more than 20 billion kWh
of electricity, which made it possible to replace
5.6 billion cubic meters of natural gas.

The currency burden on the economy has
decreased by more than $650 million per year.

The share of natural gas in the fuel and energy
balance of the country will decrease to 65 percent.
X Greenhouse gas emissions decreased
by more than 9 million tons.

The nuclear power plant ensures the satisfaction
of the growing demand for electricity by the real
sector of the economy and the population.

The station has become a driver of the development
of related sectors of the economy and the
expansion of the use of electricity. A number
of innovative projects are being prepared for
implementation — in industry, science, medicine.
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Reliable, safe and economical station

So, the construction of the station is finally completed.
Let us remind you that the first power unit was put into
operation on June 10th, 2021. On October 24th, 2023,
the Ministry of Emergency Situations issued a license to
operate the second power unit, and on November Ist,
the acceptance committee signed an act of acceptance of
the unit for commercial operation. Now it is operating
at rated power. With the commissioning of the second
power unit, the BeINPP will annually generate about 18
billion kWh and provide more than 40 percent of the
country’s domestic electricity needs.

Meeting the President at the station, Energy Minister
Viktor Karankevich confidently and not without pride
reported, “Your instructions for the construction
and commissioning of a nuclear power plant have
been completed. This large-scale project was carried
out together with our strategic partner — the state
corporation Rosatom. This is a reliable, safe, economical
station that is already working for the country’s economy.
BeINPP is not only a strengthening of energy security, it
is truly a big step in the technological development of
the national economy. And all this is an improvement in
people’s quality of life”

“This is a completely different quality of life,” said
Rosatom General Director Aleksei Likhachev.

Then there were the words of Viktor Karankevich
that the Belarusian Nuclear Power Plant is not only a
strengthening of the country’s energy security, but also a
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big step in the technological development of the national
economy and improving the quality of life of people.
Aleksei Likhachev handed over to Aleksandr Lukashenko
a symbolic passport of the nuclear power plant with the
following words, “Service life from 60 years. We expect
that it will work up to 100.”

“I don’t want to let you leave Belarus,” noted Aleksandr
Lukashenko.

“We don’t want to leave,” responded Aleksei Likhachev,
noting the comfortable and fruitful work at the site
together with Belarusian specialists.

New horizons for collaboration

The construction of the Belarusian nuclear power plant is
truly a powerful strategic project. Larger plans have not yet
been implemented in the collaboration of Belarusian and
Russian specialists. But it would be a mistake to consider it
the crowning achievement of interaction. On the contrary,
this is entering a new high-tech level, which opens up new
horizons for collaboration in a variety of areas.
Atpeaktimes,upto9thousandpeopleworkedsimultaneously
on the construction of nuclear power plants. 50/50 — our
people and Russians. Solid experience has been acquired,
and Aleksei Likhachev invited his Belarusian colleagues
to join Rosatom’s foreign construction projects, both in
Russia and abroad. We are talking about the construction
of nuclear power plants in Bangladesh, Egypt, and Hungary.
By the way, Belarusian specialists are already involved in
the Egyptian project. The General Director of Rosatom

assured that as their presence in the global market expands,
the Russians will continue to go hand in hand with the
Belarusians. According to him, Russian specialists built the
nuclear power plant in Belarus ‘like for themselves” and will
treat it the same way during the operation stage, including
warranty service, provision of spare parts, repair work,
personnel training, fuel supplies, and so on, “Without in any
way claiming control or technological sovereignty, we will
provide everything that is needed in the most comfortable
way”

Infrastructure for electric transport is important

When talking about possible prospects for the development
of nuclear energy in Belarus, the President asked Aleksei
Likhachev where, in his opinion, the third power unit
could be located if such a need suddenly arises in the
future. The head of Rosatom noted that, if necessary, it is
possible to develop the Ostrovets site, “We actually consider
the energy system as, if not unified, then in many ways
very complementary between Russia and Belarus. In this
sense, it is necessary for our ministries of energy and our
governments to develop a plan”

However, when making plans for the future, we must
proceed from prospects for 60—70 years, Aleksei Likhachev
is convinced. For example, it is already obvious that a higher
level of electric propulsion will take place, and for this it is
necessary to generate electricity. In this sense, sustainable
green nuclear energy is the basis even for electric propulsion.
For this we need appropriate gas stations and mechanisms.
There is a lot to learn from Belarus here, says the General
Director of Rosatom.

Aleksandr Lukashenko noted that he discussed with
Russian President Vladimir Putin the electrification of
the road from Brest to Moscow, Kazan and beyond — the
creation of infrastructure for electric transport. Moreover,
technologies in this area are moving forward.

Cooperation development plans

Aleksei Likhachev also spoke about new areas of activity
that are planned to be developed in cooperation between
Belarusian and Russian specialists. One of them is nuclear
medicine, “We work with the Ministry of Health, the
Alexandrov Cancer Centre, and the Academy of Sciences.
We already supply linear accelerators for remote therapy
and contact complexes for high-dose therapy”

A related area is radiopharmaceuticals and isotopes. A
large plant for their production is being built in the Kaluga
Region, and Rosatom is ready to include medical institutions
of Belarus in the supply system of the most modern such
drugs. This is a completely import-substituting project.
The head of Rosatom also said that just the other day
the nuclear medicine building at the Russian paediatric
oncology centre was commissioned, “We learned a lot.
This is our first facility of this level. We are working with
the Ministry of Health of Belarus on the issue of creating a

similar centre in Belarus”

According to Aleksei Likhachev, this plan can be
implemented within the framework of the programs of the
Union State.

Regarding the development of electric propulsion, the head
of Rosatom highly appreciated the achievements of BELAZ,
Minsk Automobile Plant, and Belkommunmash. Russian
energy storage devices are predominantly used here, but
our partners are ready to participate in the creation of a
gigafactory for their production in Belarus. Moreover, both
for transport and for use in industry.

A joint project to create composite materials is also at the
start stage, “An absolutely closed import-independent chain
has been created in Russia. We are ready to replicate it in
Belarus. There is a matter of demand. If the demand is great,
we will localise it (production on site), if it is small, we will
supply it”

Interaction in digital technologies also seems promising.
Moreover, Rosatom made a discovery for itself that Belarus
has developments that exceed their competencies.

Aleksei Likhachev named a number of other promising
areas of cooperation in high-tech industries, noting
that this list is far from exhaustive. The challenges of
strengthening technological sovereignty open up truly
limitless opportunities.

Man-made transformation of the area

The next point on the presidential route was the Ostrovets
Central Regional Clinical Hospital. Here, the Chairman of
the Grodno Region Executive Committee Vladimir Karanik
reported in detail on the social and economic development
of the region. And Ostrovets in this sense became that very
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illustrative example when a small regional centre, in which
it was possible to implement the largest strategic project in
the history of independent Belarus, completely changed the
face of the region.

Vladimir Karanik emphasised that Ostrovets has changed
dramatically. And the area has become different. Back in
2010, it was a small agricultural area, where 51 percent
was agriculture, the rest was trade and a little construction.
According to data for nine months of this year, about 90
percent here is industry. The district not only changed its
face, it changed the face of the region.

Aleksandr Lukashenko inquired in detail about the situation
in the agro-industrial complex, in the labour market, the
development of various sectors of the economy in the
region, wage growth, and social life in the region.

The head of the region cited indicative figures: if in 2010
Ostrovets accounted for less than 0.1 percent in the
industrial structure of the entire region, now it is already
7.3 percent. Last year, a quarter of the regional construction
volumes were carried out in the Ostrovets District. 467.5
million roubles were invested in the district’s infrastructure:
this is 50 kilometres of roads, 7 kilometres of streets, a
railway line... The city also built 386 thousand square meters
of housing, five kindergartens, two schools, two healthcare
facilities, a number of sports and cultural facilities. And the
salary of residents of the regional centre is on average 20
percent higher than the regional average.

A city that is developing

Vladimir Karanik described the work done and the effect
as unprecedented investment in human capital. The
population of Ostrovets has almost doubled. If in 2010
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the birth rate in the region was almost 2 percent lower
than the regional average, now it is 30 percent higher.
Ostrovets is the first district to close the demographic
scissors. This is a city that is developing. And it’s not just
developing. This is truly a city to live in, its residents are
convinced. A little later, during a conversation with the
President, the Chairman of the Ostrovets District Council
of Deputies, Irina Talchuk, warmly and wholeheartedly
thanked the Head of State for the fact that the nuclear
power plant was built here. This decision, according to
the woman, became a lucky ticket for the small, once
provincial town, “Today it is a big, beautiful, modern city.
Today our children do not leave us, but on the contrary,
they return. I am sure that our grandchildren will live
with us.”

“But this is just the beginning,” noted Aleksandr
Lukashenko.

“Ostrovets is a city to live in. Therefore, I want to assure
you that we have always supported, support and will
support you and your policies, which you are pursuing
precisely to improve the well-being of the people,” added
Irina Talchuk.

Healthcare is a priority issue
The Chief Medical Officer of the Ostrovets Central
Regional Clinical Hospital, Vladimir Mozheiko, told
Aleksandr Lukashenko in detail about the work of the
institution, which today is an example of a reference
clinic for residents of nearby areas. The Central Regional
Clinical Hospital includes an inpatient treatment and
diagnostic complex, a polyclinic, a nursing hospital
with an outpatient clinic for a general practitioner, three
outpatient clinics for general practitioners, 15 medical
and obstetric stations, a health centre at the construction
site of the Belarusian NPP, a health centre at Belarusian
NPP.
Listening to the report of the Chief Medical Officer
and asking clarifying questions, the Head of State
traditionally scaled up the topics raised. In this case, on
the organisation of the work of the health care system
in the country as a whole (by levels and segments): they
were talking about medical care in rural areas, the work
of first-aid posts, outpatient clinics, their equipment, the
assignment of specialists, their wages and the provision
of housing. Aleksandr Lukashenko emphasised that the
system of work of healthcare institutions at various levels
is an important issue, especially since the President has
recently returned to it more than once.
In the Ostrovets Central Regional Clinical Hospital
itself, the President got acquainted with the work of the
departments, talked with the medical staff and honorary
donors. The Head of State highly appreciated the results
of what he saw.

Vladimir Velikhov

Gifts for the people

The Head of State recalled that at one time, when public
holidays were established, October Revolution Day was
preserved in the country, despite the fact that young people
did not quite understand it, “I thought, after all, we shouldn’t
deprive people of this holiday. But any holiday should
have some meaning. In Soviet times, people were always
given gifts for great holidays. The people actually gave gifts
to themselves. Well, I say: we will — bosses, officials —
together with the people we will create, build something.
And then the leaders will already make gifts to the people”
Thus, this tradition has been preserved in sovereign
Belarus. According to the President, it has not yet taken root
100 percent, but ‘people are getting used to it} especially
since the media are widely covering the commissioning of
various facilities for these holidays. And considering that
at one time Aleksandr Lukashenko personally initiated the
construction of the BeINPP, that’s why it was he who came
to Ostrovets with an important mission, “I arrived on the
eve of the Great October Day to present a great gift to our
Belarusian people. This is truly a gift!”

COUNTRY TO LIVE

“Once upon a time, two sites were identified for the
construction of a nuclear power plant, but the final decision
turned out to be in favor of Ostrovets: it was necessary
to develop this region. As a result, the construction of a
nuclear power plant made it possible to ‘breathe life into this
northwestern region,” said the Head of State. He also praised
the Governor of the Grodno Region Vladimir Karanik and
the Assistant to the President — Inspector for the Grodno
Region Yuri Karaev for the work they are doing in the region,
“Development is underway. Flying up to the nuclear power
plant, I was generally delighted and amazed. Well, I haven't
seen anything like this anywhere, even in the West — every
scrap is clean, beautifully sown, processed. They know how to
greet the President. But further away there — not so much...
I see that too. But well done. That means they know how to
doit?

The President also drew attention to the fact that, given the
experience of the disaster at the Chernobyl nuclear power
plant, safety issues have always been given priority attention.
And we managed to restore the Gomel Region, which suffered
the most from the disaster, and bring it back to life.
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The power of pure energy

Speaking about the importance of nuclear power plants
for people’s lives, the President emphasised that without
electricity we will not be able to develop. This is confirmed
today by the growing energy needs of both industry and the
population. In particular, for heating residential buildings.
Moreover, now electricity tariffs for these purposes have
actually been equalized with gas ones. The only limiting
factor today is the weakness of power transmission networks,
which cannot always cope with the growing load. However,
work is underway in this direction as well. The President
stated, “We have already reached the point that we fulfil 90
percent of requests. We haven’t completed ten yet. But this
is due to the fact that people simply rushed to electricity and
everyone wants electricity in their home... Therefore, we are
investing a lot of money in order to replace transformers,
substations and lay networks to you in order to supply the
required amount of energy”

The prospects for the production of passenger electric
vehicles were also touched upon. Aleksandr Lukashenko
said that the Government promised to surprise him soon
by presenting a sample of such a product, “I know that they
make their own electric car. The body will be like that of a
Geely, it’s good, people like it, and they’ll have their own
electric car”

Well, we already have our own electric passenger transport
for a long time. Moreover, the demand for it is stable not
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only among domestic consumers, but also foreign ones.
Aleksandr Lukashenko summarised, “There will be a huge
increase in electricity consumption. I won't say that I was
so smart then (when making the decision on the BeINPP),
I foresaw this, but I understood that this electricity would
be needed. And I understood that if we launch a nuclear
power plant, then what should we do about the Bereza and
Novolukoml state district power plants?”

It turned out that now the product of these gas-fired stations
is in demand.

The Head of State recalled the ambiguity of society’s reaction
to the idea of building a Belarusian nuclear power plant.
However, today the situation has changed radically, “Using
the example of Ostrovets, I was convinced that people
understood, people who live very close... Well, already
being involved in construction, I realised: the devil is not as
terrible as he is painted. This is a normal facility. I won’t say
that it is more dangerous than others. But it must be used
responsibly”

Into tomorrow with new technologies

The President summarised Belarusian achievements in the
field of recent high technologies. We went into space. And
not only with our own satellites, our equipment works in
devices of different countries. Together with Russia, we are
participating in the formation of a joint space constellation
of satellites. With the support of China, the Belarusian

CONTEXT

During his visit to the BeINPP, the President also answered
questions from Russian journalists

About the savings on the construction of the station
NTYV correspondent Sergei Savin asked how the funds from
Russian credit resources saved on the construction of the
BeINPP could be used.

“Takeless, give less. It’s natural. As for distribution networks,
we have absolutely no problems. If you need something, it’s
not a problem. But today this is the point... Naturally, we
have been talking for a long time in Belarus, for now, at
the level of discussions, we need to bring society to this,
about the construction of a second nuclear power plant.
More precisely, doubling capacity. We would like to double
what we have now — and then Belarusians will be good.
As an intermediate option, it is possible to build a third
block. It will be significantly cheaper. People, I have the
competencies, I installed the third unit — now your power
is increased by half... The main thing for me was not only
to build the station, but to have the competencies that the
Russians have. We got it”

Meanwhile, this judgment, according to the Head of State,
does not yet mean a final decision has been made.

The development was followed by the issue of the prospects
for exporting electricity from the BeINPP. Initially it was
planned to supply it to our western neighbours. Will
common sense prevail there, or perhaps need will force
neighbours to export Belarusian electricity?

Aleksandr Lukashenko noted that time goes by — everything
changes, “And I'm sure that the main principle of the buyer
is ‘where it’s cheaper, the quality is good — take it there’ The
quality is exceptional. There is no such station in the world.
This is the newest in all respects. Good quality”

The Head of State is convinced that the terms of electricity
supply would be attractive for Lithuania and Latvia, “But
we are missing the most important thing: we will not escape
Ukraine. We will have to work in Ukraine. No Americans
or the West will help them. Vladimir Vladimirovich (Putin)
and I talk a lot on this topic. They will come to us for help. A

huge amount of work. We will have to help the Ukrainians.
And these will buy if it’s cheaper from us. Look, power will
change in America and politics in Europe will be completely
different. Everything changes. We need to look not 10
years ahead, but 50—60 years. And this station is a look
into the future. Well, Russia is developing. If electricity is
needed, everything is connected. Russia will take away the
electricity”

About the note of the Lithuanian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs against the Belarusian Nuclear Power Plant
VGTRK journalist Anastasia Sakhovskaya recalled the
nervous note from the Lithuanian Foreign Ministry
regarding the launch of the second power unit of the
Belarusian NPP. What will happen if there is a third and
subsequent bunits?

The President replied, “It was the madmen who sent the
note. The people of Lithuania have nothing to do with these
people. Believe me, I know what’s going on there. There
the top lives on its own. I even know the grandfathers and
parents of those who lead Lithuania today”

Aleksandr Lukashenko recalled that at one time he invited
specialists from the Ignalina nuclear power plant closed in
Lithuania to come to Belarus, “People there, 3 thousand
people, have nowhere to go. Come. We need people. We
taught hundreds of people in Russia, and these are ready-
made specialists. Come to us, we will give you a job, housing,
etc”

The neighbours were offered cooperation.

“But they (the Lithuanian authorities) at the command of
certain people from overseas built a different policy;” the
President noted. “This is not the first note. Let them send
it. We have enough space in the toilets. So let them send it
Aleksandr Lukashenko emphasised that the construction
process of the BeINPP was absolutely open, which was
confirmed by the IAEA. Foreign journalists were also
invited. The head of state summarised, “They don’t want to,
it is their right. We don't really worry about this topic”

National Biotechnology Corporation was created. The
BeINPP is in the same row. All these are ideas that we could
not even dream of before. Aleksandr Lukashenko explained
why he reminds local residents about them, although,
perhaps, all reasonable people in our country, “To thank
you that you did not march to Minsk then and did not speak
out, as some did in 2020, against the station”

About the construction of the

second nuclear power plant

Next, the President answered questions from local residents.
Maria Shcherbakova, a mother of many children, inquired

about the prospects for building a second nuclear power
plant in Belarus. Is it possible to talk today about whether it
will happen and where? Aleksandr Lukashenko replied, “I
don’t know where the second station will be. This is the first
thing. Secondly, what is the second station? If the second
one is like that, it's doubling the power. There are two units,
we need two more, modern ones. Maybe we’ll come up
with something new by then with the Russians. And today
I am simply throwing this thesis into society at the level of
discussion.”

The President also touched upon the issue of financing such
a project. He recalled that the Russians not only built the
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BeINPP, but also allocated credit resources for this on very
favourable terms. These funds were saved significantly. The
Head of State spoke about a conversation he once had with
his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin, “I say: listen, if we
save something at this station, will you give us that money
— the saved money? He laughed so much, looked at me, he
didn’t believe it. He says: let’s finish the station, if we save
something, then you and I will sit down and discuss it. I
recently talked to him. Out of the 10.5 billion dollars they
allocated to us, we used only 6 billion. In a business-like
manner. This means that for the rest we, in principle, can
build almost two units. Therefore, we can ask the Russians
to leave this money that we did not take to us in the country.
Moreover, the loan is very profitable. But we know that they
now have problems through the roof. They already help us:
both gas and oil, I don’t want to list them here anymore.
They always help with any question. Well, of course, we are
not in debt either. Where we can, we help with everything...
We are now in great demand in Russia. Therefore, this
source of financing may also be saved money””

Regarding the question of where to build, the President
noted, “This must be considered..”

According to the Head of State, the Government and the
National Academy of Sciences propose to make appropriate
calculations and present options. According to Aleksandr
Lukashenko, it is quite possible that on the existing site
near Ostrovets, the implementation of the project of two
additional power units may turn out to be more profitable.
After all, in addition to the station itself, there are already
production facilities here to support construction. This
is not the main expense item. Such facilities can also be
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transferred to a new site. But it will still be cheaper locally.
The President welcomes the fact that people have already
figured it out and support such plans. He drew attention
to an important aspect, “There is no need to be afraid of
Chernobyl or Fukushima. Experts are already telling me
today why the explosions occurred there. Because the
specialists, those who served, failed. It’s not about the
equipment. But this station was built in a safer manner.
Therefore, if you are afraid of wolves, do not go into the
forest”

Aleksandr Lukashenko summarised, “That’s why we make
sure it’s safe. Where will we build? If we build, I will report
to you and consult with you before making such a decision.
This is what I promise you. We won’t do anything without
people”

At the same time, the Head of State emphasised that the
current supply of electricity will be enough for several
generations. However, we must look ahead, “Who knows
how the world will develop. Let there be this second station.
I'm a proponent of this”

On the prospects of relations with

Poland and Lithuania

Pavel Markun, a history teacher at one of Ostrovets schools,
asked the President whether it was possible to restore
friendly relations between Belarus and Poland and whether
the Lithuanian people would force their government to
work for the interests of their state, and not dance to the
tune of Washington and Brussels.

Aleksandr Lukashenko emphasised, “I have absolutely no
doubt about it. And Lithuania — we will restore relations,

and Poland — they will not go away. There is a basic
principle: neighbours cannot live badly. They are from God,
they are not chosen. And if you're a neighbour, well, for a
while, yes, you’ll go up to the fence, throw a stone at the
neighbouring garden, etc., and then they’ll all get together
and drink a glass together. There are various disagreements,
quarrels — these are transitory. The times will come when
we will live with them as we always have”

According to the President, we did not offend anyone.
Yes, the Lithuanians were against the construction of the
BeINPP, but we are a sovereign state and make decisions
independently. Lithuania, under pressure from the EU,
closed its Ignalina plant, and then Aleksandr Lukashenko
proposed making our nuclear power plant a common one,
“You closed yours (now they regret it), and we will produce
electricity and sell it to you at normal tariffs. Your people
will work for us. I offered it to them in a humane way. But
they are not the ones running the country”

Now, according to Aleksandr Lukashenko, the Poles and
Lithuanians are ‘spreading rot’ on us because of migrants.
But we were not the initiators of this crisis. EU countries
stopped cooperating with us, including in the field of
migration policy, and introduced sanctions against Belarus,
so why should we now be a ‘sink’ for people who go to
Europe?

“I organised a visa-free regime. So they began to scare their
people that we would recruit them here. What does recruit
mean? Well, don’t be recruited. Or are we forcing someone?
There are no such facts. And they make everything up and
accuse us of doing something against them.

The Head of State emphasised that we do not close our
doors to our neighbours. Everything depends on them,
but Belarus will not engage in dialogue if they impose any
conditions on us.

“We are a sovereign independent state, we will pursue the
policy that is in the interests of our people. That says it all.
If they are ready for this, tomorrow we are ready to shake
hands with each other anywhere and are ready to cooperate
with them.”

About our southern neighbour
In this context, the President also touched upon the topic
of Ukraine, “Ukraine will still be ours. Nobody needs this
Ukraine. The mess in the Middle East... I warned you when
the war started, I called Zelensky: Volodya, listen to me, an
experienced person, I've been working for many years. As
soon as there’s some kind of mess somewhere, they’ll forget
about you. So what's going on? Ukraine is receding into the
background (due to aggravation in the Middle East). You
need to think with your head before dragging the country
into this or that adventure”
Aleksandr Lukashenko illustrated his words with the
example of Afghanistan, when the Americans left there,
“They threw it and left. It will be exactly the same here. They
(USA) are far away, they are big, they don’'t need this for a
hundred years. Their politics are muddy. Brew something
and in this muddy water it is easier to catch fish. This is their
policy. And everything else is consumable, as in Ukraine
today. Therefore, this region is our region. In the sense that
we will be together. And look — Europe will crawl towards
us, towards Russia. Because Europe today is being torn
apart by the Americans as they please. But she cannot resist,
because everything is tied up in the American market —
loans, property, etc. You see what kind of politicians there
are. They don’t think about the people..”
There were other questions for the President. And not one
of them went unanswered.

Vasily Kharitonov
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PRESENTED IN SHANGHAI

Shanghai hosted the China International Import Expo (CIIE) for
the sixth time, which is held under the patronage of President
of the People's Republic of China Xi Jinping. This year more
than 150 countries took part in it. Since the founding of CIIE,
Belarus has also been regularly represented at the exhibition.

This year, more than seventy Belarusian enterprises and
organisations, as part of the National Exposition organised
by the Belarusian Chamber of Commerce and Industry and
the Belinterexpo exhibition enterprise, demonstrated in
Shanghai their best products, achievements and developments
that are promising for promotion to the Chinese market. The
official opening of the exposition was attended by Minister of
Economy Aleksandr Chervyakov, Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of Belarus to China Yuri Senko, Deputy
Minister of Commerce of the People’s Republic of China Lin
Ji and Head of the Administration of Great Stone Chinese-
Belarusian Industrial Park Aleksandr Yaroshenko. The
Belarusian Country Pavilion, created in accordance with the
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architectural concept of the Bolshoi Opera and Ballet Theatre
building, attracted attention with its special decor and bright
illumination. Here, visitors to the exhibition could enjoy
performances by opera soloists and ballet dancers, as well as
the Serenade string quintet. The pavilion hosted displays of
products from Bellegprom concern enterprises and collections
of fur products from Belkoopsoyuz. Visitors were also greeted
by holograms of young people in Belarusian national costumes.

Offers for every taste

From the first day of the exhibition, the Days of Regions of
Belarus were held in the country pavilion with the invitation
of Chinese partners from the provinces — sister cities of the

IN A HIGHLY COMPETITIVE ENVIRONMENT

Belarusian regions and the capital. Minsk Day took place in
Shanghai, to which Chinese partners, representatives of such
sister cities of Minsk as Beijing, Changchun, Shenzhen and
Shanghai, and everyone present were invited. Guests could
see and taste the products of the enterprises and communicate
with their representatives. B2B meetings were also held.
Minsk presented the guests with the products of the most
‘delicious’ enterprises located on its territory. Among them are
confectionery factories and the Minsk Bakery Plant.

At the same time, negotiations were held between the capitals
delegation in the Office of External Relations of Shanghai and
the city leadership on the further development of sister city
ties. In addition, a memorandum was signed between the
Minsk City Organisation of Belarusian Women’s Union Public
Association and the Shanghai Women’s Federation.

As for the economy, today we can see good dynamics and an
increase in trade turnover between Minsk and China. This is
how First Deputy Chairwoman of the Minsk City Executive
Committee Nadezhda Lazarevich commented on participation
in the exhibition. Indeed, according to the results of last year,
the growth of mutual trade turnover amounted to more than
120 percent, in the first half of this year — over 130 percent.
Trade turnover goes in both directions. “We are very grateful
to China for being open to all kinds of relationships. Minsk
and Shanghai are sister cities. We held meetings, discussed
promising areas of cooperation, and invited our partners to
hold Shanghai Days in Minsk. We discussed interaction in
education and healthcare. We have something to share with
each other. When we exchange information, unite even more,
the results of cooperation will be better. With great pleasure
they presented our industrial potential and said that we have
many enterprises that use machines manufactured in the
People’s Republic of China. We talked about the products that
are already supplied to China and, I am sure, will be supplied in
even larger volumes in the future,” noted Nadezhda Lazarevich.
Meanwhile, it became known that Chinese partners are
interested in creating production and logistics companies
in the Brest Region. This news was announced by Deputy
Chairman of the Brest Regional Executive Committee Dmitry
Gorodetsky on the sidelines of the International Import
Exhibition in Shanghai. The Vice-Governor emphasised that
cooperation with China is very important. And it’s not for
nothing that the Days of the Brest Region were held at the
Shanghai exhibition. Here, at the exhibition, a fairly impressive
delegation from this region of Belarus visited, which included
representatives of enterprises and organisations, healthcare
institutions, tourism, and educational institutions.

The Brest Region has sister city relations with the Chinese
provinces of Liaoning, Shanxi, Anhui and Hubei. Today, when
visiting Anhui province, Brest and Bereza District signed
agreements with the cities of Hefei and Bengbu, and the Brest
Regional Clinical Hospital signed agreements with Anhui
Medical University. In addition, as part of the exhibition,
contracts between regional enterprises and potential Chinese
partners were concluded. According to the vice-governor,
relations with China are developing dynamically. This year,

China has become the second foreign trade partner for the
Brest Rgion after Russia. The pace and dynamics of trade and
economic relations among Brest residents are encouraging. In
just eight months of this year, the volume of trade turnover
with China amounted to almost $280 million and increased
almost one and a half times. Thanks to contacts with business,
Chinese foreign direct investment in the region is growing
significantly. In addition, based on the results of negotiations
with Chinese partners, it is clear that there is interest in creating
joint production facilities in the region; cooperation between
enterprises that will provide logistics for the movement of
goods under the One Belt, One Road programme is obvious.

Favourable prospects are obvious

Yes, from the first day of the exhibition, the Days of Regions of
Belarus were held in the country pavilion with the invitation
of Chinese partners and representatives of the sister provinces
of the Belarusian regions and the capital. The Brest Region
presented the economic, cultural, tourism, educational, and
medical potential of the region with an emphasis on exporting
goods and services to China. At the collective stand of the
Brestmyasomolprom concern, processing enterprises in the
region presented their products with tasting. The educational
potential of the region was presented by the Rector of the
Brest State Technical University Sergei Kasperovich. Its chief
physician, Professor Aleksandr Karpitsky, spoke about the
medical services and capabilities of the Brest Regional Clinical
Hospital.

The head of the delegation of the Brest Region, Deputy
Chairman of the Brest Regional Executive Committee Dmitry
Gorodetsky noted that on the first day of the exhibition, good
prospects for cooperation were obvious, “Comprehensive
modernisation is important for the Brest Region, and with
it, technical re-equipment and the introduction of advanced
technologies. And this is, first of all, an investment. We offer
investment projects in mechanical engineering, light, food,
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woodworking, and chemical industries. We are ready to
provide a site for the implementation of a project to build
an educational centre. We offered services for the transfer of
wagons from narrow European gauge to broad gauge, as well
as the implementation of a project to create a transport and
logistics centre in the region.”

At the exhibition, the Brest Region and Anhui province signed
the Action Plan for the Development of Trade, Economic,
Scientific, Technical and Cultural Cooperation for 2023-2025.
Brest concluded a cooperation agreement with the capital of
Anhui province, the city of Hefei. The city of Bengbu became
twinned with Bereza. Brest Regional Clinical Hospital signed
a memorandum with Anhui University of Traditional Chinese
Medicine.

Trading is good, but investing is better

The export and investment potential, reflecting the key
industries of the region, was presented in Shanghai by the
Vitebsk region. These are petrochemicals, production of
composite and electrical insulating materials, meat, dairy
and food industries, flax production and processing, logistics.
These areas are successfully developing in China, therefore,
during the exhibition, issues of interaction in the new
economic conditions that are emerging in the world today
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were discussed with Chinese colleagues.

12 enterprises of the northern region, as well as the Vitebsk
FEZ, where 54 residents work, representing the main areas
of activity of the region, made their presentations at the
exhibition. Taking into account the theme of the import
forum, where, as a rule, the world’s leading companies are
represented, enterprises in the region are guided to search for
modern technological solutions, using new types of payments,
delivery of goods, where Chinese partners have gained good
experience. It is also worth noting that the Vitebsk Region
has established good relations with the provinces of Jiangxi,
Heilongjiang, Shandong, Guizhou and the China-SCO
Interregional Cooperation Demonstration Zone. This year
alone, 13 documents were signed, covering the development
of sister city ties, interaction in the scientific, technical and
educational spheres, as well as agreements between enterprises.
In fact, every month representatives of the Vitebsk Region
travel to China or host Chinese partners.

The representative delegation of the region in Shanghai was
headed by the Chairman of the Vitebsk Regional Executive
Committee, Aleksandr Subbotin, who shared his observations,
“Chinese partners do not just want to trade or buy products
from us, but there is already talk about joint scientific and
educational processes, the creation of a centre for technology

L

il

gl

.

é
"

4 L

transfer. It was even a little unexpected for us, but I think this
is the next step in our relationship”

For the region, participation in the exhibition pursued
specific goals. In particular, the Vitebsk Regional Executive
Committee signed the Memorandum of Cooperation on
the Creation of an Industrial Park on the Site of the City of
Qingdao in Shandong Province. The tasks of the Park, as
follows from the agreement, are to represent the interests of
enterprises of the Vitebsk Region in China, assist in promoting
their products, look for partners, and work out payment and
logistics schemes. Chinese partners involve specialists who
have experience working with Belarusian products in matters
of customs clearance, certification, advertising on the Chinese
market, and the use of electronic trading. This type of service is
especially in demand now by Belarusian enterprises.

In general, the Chinese market is becoming more and more
promising for manufacturersin the Vitebsk Region. The growth
of exports to the regions of China is gaining momentum. This
is evidenced by the figures: this year, compared to 8 months
of last year, deliveries have increased 1.4 times, and compared
to 2018 — more than 5 times. Export is carried out by 25
enterprises in the region.

Relationships continue to strengthen

Today, the growing interest of representatives of the business
community of Belarus in the Celestial Empire is more obvious
than ever. So the presentations of the trade, economic,
investment, cultural and tourism potential of the Grodno
Region took place in Shanghai. Bilateral documents were
signed, and a tasting of Belarusian products took place. Deputy
Chairman of the Grodno Regional Executive Committee
Vitaly Nevera led the delegation that represented the region.
He said that in order to strengthen friendly ties between the
Grodno Region and sister provinces, the Regional Executive
Committee sent invitations to the provinces of Gansu, Hainan,

Fujian with an offer to visit the National Exhibition. During
the event, the Agreement on the Establishment of Sister Ties
Between the City of Dunhuang of Gansu Province and the
Novogrudok District of the Grodno Region was signed.

And mutual trade between the region and China since the
beginning of theyear hasamounted toabout $130 million, while
exports of Grodno products exceeded $62 million. In general,
cooperation between the Grodno Region and China has a rich
history, the foundation of which was laid back in 2007. Since
then, more than a dozen partnership documents have been
signed in various fields of activity. Currently, relations continue
to strengthen and have good prospects, despite the geographic
distance of the residents. A small example. Two processing
enterprises from Lida received a unique opportunity to expand
their supply geography. Director of Lidapishchekontsentraty
JSC Vyacheslav Gorbachev told what exactly potential partners
from the Celestial Empire saw, “We sent 90 types of products for
presentation and tasting at the national exhibition in Shanghai.
In May, we hosted a Chinese delegation, its representatives
compiled a list of positions that could potentially be of interest
to the residents of the Middle Kingdom. They paid special
attention to the design of the packaging. In general, we export
20 percent of the total volume. The main market is the Russian
Federation, but we ship products to Bulgaria, Germany, Latvia,
Israel and other countries. Only last month we discovered the
People’s Republic of China, where the first small trial batch
worth 9 thousand dollars went”

At the presentation of the Mogilev Region, which is actively
developing the Chinese vector of cooperation, the region
presented a list of investment projects in which it would like to
see the participation of Chinese partners. There is interest here
in the construction of a Chinese restaurant in Mogilev, and it
is also proposed to build a sanatorium in the Belynichi District
for the purposes of recreational and medical tourism. The
regional centre is interested in implementing an investment
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project in the Podnikolye city park. The parks development
concept provides for the construction of a tourist complex
with a restaurant, an artificial turf skating rink, and a children’s
amusement park. The exhibition also featured the Mogilev
FEZ, which already has a number of promising infrastructure
projects with the participation of Chinese partners. There was
also a presentation of the region’s tourism potential. Projects
are also planned in the industrial sector. For example, the issue
of creating a joint venture to produce skim milk powder is
being considered.

By the way, last year the share of China in the foreign trade
turnover of the region among countries outside the CIS was
16 percent. Every year, the export of goods to the Celestial
Empire increases significantly. While in 2014, organisations in
the region exported goods worth just over three million dollars
to China, then last year this volume reached over sixty million
dollars.

Enterprises of the Gomel Region held their presentation in the
format of the Days of Regions. Over the past five years, the
region’s trade turnover with China has almost tripled, or by
$200 million. The main exports are wood pulp, timber, food,
meat, dairy and confectionery products. This year, supplies of
canned meat, hot rolling rods and fertilizers began for the first
time on the Chinese market. The latter, in June of this year, laid
out a route to the Celestial Empire and by rail: 60 containers
went to Shaanxi province.

Gomel residents are ready to expand the list of export items
further.

The participation of enterprises in the exhibition in Shanghai
will help strengthen existing as well as establish new business
contacts, will expand the list of products already supplied to
the Chinese market, and will generally intensify trade and
economic cooperation. During the Year of Regions of Belarus
and China, a number of mutual visits took place, during
which representatives of the Gomel region were convinced
that the demand of Chinese buyers for Belarusian goods was
growing. The partners confidently meet each other halfway
and develop cooperation in the economic and humanitarian
spheres, while strengthening sister-city relations. As a result of
the negotiations this year, a number of commercial agreements
worth more than $20 million were signed. Another 85 million
dollars is the financial result of the Day of the Gomel Region at
the Shanghai exhibition. Six documents were signed, including
those on export supplies. An agreement on cooperation
to attract investments was concluded by the Gomel-Raton
FEZ and One Belt — One Road Sichuan Association for the
Promotion of Economic and Trade Cooperation, and as part of
the development of interregional cooperation during a meeting
with the Deputy Chairman of the People’s Government of
the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, Mr. Yang Qin a
document of intent was signed to establish sister city relations
between the Zhlobin District and the city of Baotou in the
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region. Representatives of the
delegation of the Gomel Region held a number of negotiations
with foreign partners during the contact and cooperation
exchange.
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There is mutual interest

So, every year from November 5th to 10th, Shanghai becomes
the centre of attention within the framework of the most
significant exhibition event in China — China International
Import Expo (CIIE). Which is also one of the largest exhibition
events in the world. Even despite the period of coronavirus
restrictions, last year about three thousand companies from
127 countries took part in the Shanghai exhibition, the number
of visitors exceeded 400 thousand people. As already noted,
more than 150 countries took part in the event this year.
Today, the exhibition stands of the Belarusian exposition were
located in both the country and commercial pavilions of the
Shanghai exhibition. For example, the most representative
composition of Belarusian exhibitors was gathered at the
Food and Agricultural Products commercial pavilion. Food is
known to be in great demand in the Chinese market. So, in this
pavilion, Belarusian products were represented by more than
30 Belarusian companies, including enterprises that are part
of the Belgospischeprom and Brestmyasomolprom concerns.
First of all, domestic producers brought to the exhibition in
Shanghai dairy products known for their quality: milk powder,
new types of cheeses, milk for baby food, cream and frozen
curds, condensed milk, including with different flavours, as
well as ice cream. Belarusian enterprises have prepared a line of
lactose-free dairy products and whole milk products especially
for the Chinese market.

Visitors to the exhibition could also appreciate high-quality
meat products, including sausages and smoked meats, beef
and pork products, and new products from Mogilev and Brest
meat processing plants. Sweet lovers were impressed by the
variety of confectionery products from Belarus: chocolate,
caramel, marmalade and flour delicacies. An assortment of
alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks was offered. Inside the
pavilion, visitors were given master classes on preparing dishes
of national Belarusian cuisine from the famous chef Anton
Kalenik.

It must be said that the food pavilion of the Shanghai exhibition
featured expositions from many countries, including

Azerbaijan, Russia, Singapore, Mexico, Argentina, Romania,
South Korea, Georgia, Malaysia, France, Thailand, Serbia and
others. Famous world brands demonstrated their products, for
example, Nestle, Bayer, Wilmar, PepsiCo and many others. But
next to them, Belarusian producers did not get lost at all, they
competed on equal terms, and in some places they stood out
more favourably.

In turn, in the High-Tech Equipment and Information
Technologies pavilion, visitors to the Belarusian stand could
get acquainted with scientific and technical achievements and
innovative developments in the field of petrochemicals and
industry. Domestic petrochemical enterprises showed samples
of synthetic yarns, nitrogen fertilizers, industrial chemicals
and much more. The industrial potential of Belarus was
presented at the exhibition in Shanghai by Planar Scientific and
Production Holding of Precision Engineering, Gomselmash
0OJSC and Byelorussian Steel Works. In addition, the products
of Beltopgaz enterprises, which are already well known to
Chinese consumers, were presented.

The Consumer Goods pavilion presented visitors with textile
and fur products, as well as linen products from Belarusian
companies. Particular attention was drawn to the new
collection from the leading fur brand of Belarus — GNL,
called Silk Road. High-quality fur products produced by the
InterProdTrade enterprise of Belkoopsoyuz stood out for
their modern design and new technological developments in
tailoring and finishing.

For the first time, the Merch of the First brand was introduced to
the Chinese market, which brought a collection of sweatshirts
with exclusive quotes from the President of the Republic of
Belarus in Russian and Chinese.

Exchange, customs, educational and logistics services,
developments of domestic educational and scientific
institutions, as well as the potential of the country’s free
economic zones were successfully demonstrated in the Trade
in Services pavilion. The traditional joint stand was presented
by the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus, the State
Committee for Science and Technology and the Ministry of
Education. They presented innovative developments, including
artificial emeralds, technology for microelectronics, graphene-
containing material and products based on it, technology for
applying composite nanocoatings, heat-resistant materials,
and technology for the production of dry bacterial starters. In
total, the pavilion presented about 40 scientific and technical
developments from institutions and organisations of the
Ministry of Education and the National Academy of Sciences
of Belarus.

The ability to discover your potential

Throughout the exhibition, a business program accompanied
the exhibition. On one of the days of the exhibition, Deputy
Prime Minister of Azerbaijan Shahin Mustafayev visited
the national stand of Belarus. During the inspection of the
exposition, the official delegation noted the consistently
high quality of Belarusian products and expressed interest
in developing mutually beneficial cooperation. But even
on the eve of CIIE, a business forum of representatives of
Belarusian and Chinese businesses was held, organised by
the Belarusian Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the
Chinese Committee for the Promotion of International Trade
of Shanghai. The forum participants were presented with
the investment potential of various sectors of the Belarusian
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economy, the advantages of doing business in the country
and promising joint projects, tools offered by the Belarusian
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the Belarusian
Universal Commodity Exchange for establishing bilateral
business contacts and developing trade relations between
Belarus and China, as well as successful examples of interaction
between enterprises of the two countries in the food and dairy
industries. In addition, the export opportunities of Belarusian
companies participating in the forum and national exposition
were presented, and business negotiations were held between
representatives of the business community.

National logistics operator Beltamozhservice also took part in
the 6th China International Import EXPO. “China is the center
of world trade, so participation in the largest international
exhibition forum in Shanghai is of strategic importance for our
company. Since the volume of export-import transportation
between Belarus and China is growing, the transport and
logistics services of Beltamozhservice, our experience and
our own developments are very are in demand. We intend
to expand opportunities for cooperation with China and are
ready to implement the most ambitious projects for the supply
of goods from Belarus to China and from China to Belarus,
emphasised First Deputy General Director of the enterprise
Aleksandr Skachkovsky.

At the exhibition in Shanghai, Beltamozhservice presented
multimodal transportation on the Belarus — China route,
services for the delivery of export-import cargo as part
of organised container trains. The transport and logistics
infrastructure of the enterprise on the Silk Road route was
presented, and information was provided on the full range of
logistics and other services. During the exhibition, meetings
and negotiations were held with potential clients and partners.
It should be noted that Beltamozhservice has been actively
developing projects within the framework of the One Belt, One
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Road initiative for the transportation of goods by rail as part of
organised container trains for the past eight years, being both
a consignee and a consignor, a co-operator and a forwarder of
container trains. It's been exactly a year since Beltamozhservice
was registered as a resident of Great Stone Chinese-Belarusian
Industrial Park.

Cooperation becomes a priority

Minister of Economy of Belarus Aleksandr Chervyakov,
during business meetings at the China International Import
Exhibition in Shanghai, in one of his speeches, focused on the
fact that trade and economic cooperation between Belarus
and China is on an increasing trajectory of development. He
noted that China is our second trading partner. That last year
a historical maximum of total trade turnover was reached at
almost $6 billion, and Belarusian exports to the Celestial Empire
increased by 77 percent. Over the same year, trade turnover
has already approached the $5 billion mark. According to
the Minister of Economy, the core of further investment
cooperation between the two countries is a comprehensive
strategy forjointindustrial development. Itincludes the creation
of new production facilities in mechanical engineering, as well
as in the fields of pharmaceuticals and medical technology.
In addition, this concerns the production of agricultural and
food products using high Chinese technologies and Belarusian
competencies, as well as joint developments in these industries.
In China, it is necessary to create joint ventures with Belarus,
Aleksandr Chervyakov emphasised on the sidelines of
the China International Import Exhibition in Shanghai.
According to the head of the economic department, Belarus
has raw materials that are of interest to Chinese consumers.
Therefore, it is important to move more actively and closer to
the direct consumer of the product. And for this, cooperation is
necessary, it is necessary to create production facilities in China

for processing Belarusian raw materials: cellulose, fertilizers,
milk powder, meat products, woodworking products, and so
on. Process it into goods with high added value and provide the
consumer with a quality product. At the forum in Shanghai, it
was decided to launch a similar project. In one of the provinces
of China — Liaoning — they will launch ice cream production
together with a Slutsk enterprise. And this is just one of the
agreements.

When you have something to offer

The national exposition of Belarus at the China International
Import Expo was still operating, and Belarusian participants
could already boast of tangible successes: over 60 contracts and
agreements were concluded for a total amount of more than
$165 million. More than a hundred Belarusian organisations
and enterprises taking part in the national exposition of
Belarus in Shanghai signed several dozen agreements on
various topics on the sidelines of the exhibition, as well as
at events within the framework of the exposition. Contracts
have been concluded for the supply of food and beverages,
metallurgical, petrochemical and pulp and paper products to
China, agreements have been reached on cooperation in the
field of logistics, scientific development and the placement of
new residents in the Great Stone Industrial Park. Most of the
documents — worth more than $130 million — were signed
within the framework of the China-Belarus business forum,
which was held as part of the national exposition. This event
was attended by Deputy Minister of Commerce of the People’s
Republic of China Yu Jianhua, Vice-Governor of Gansu
Province Zhang Shizhen, members of the Belarusian official
delegation, as well as more than two hundred representatives
of Chinese and Belarusian business.

Negotiations between Belarusian and Chinese businessmen
continued within the framework of a number of thematic

events, including the Forum of Industry Exhibitors of the
Republic of Belarus, organized by the Ministry of Commerce
of China and the Bank of China. Representatives of more than
thirty Belarusian and about one and a half hundred Chinese
enterprises took part in this forum. A series of industry
seminars dedicated to agricultural and food products, the
petrochemical industry, scientific and technical developments,
logistics and medical tourism were also successfully held at the
national stand of Belarus.
Minister of Economy Aleksandr Chervyakov, summarizing
Belarus’ participation in China International Import Expo,
focused on the most important. The obvious is that China is a
strategic partner for our country. There is a huge market here,
good relationships have been established. It is noticeable how
actively Belarusian companies are working in the Chinese
market. Thereis considerableinterestin their products. And the
main thing is that we have something to offer. The exhibition
demonstrated the enormous attention of Chinese companies
to the Belarusian pavilions. In total, more than 70 domestic
enterprises worked at the exhibition. Already this year it is
planned to conclude about 30 agreements, which, according to
the Minister of Economy, will allow us to see not only tomorrow
— to create a serious base for several years ahead from which
it will be possible to move further. One of the areas that was
actively discussed with partners was cooperation, the creation
of joint ventures not only on the territory of the Republic of
Belarus, but also here in China. Our country has raw materials
that are of interest to Chinese consumers as final processed
products. Namely: cellulose, fertilizers, milk powder, meat
products, timber — there are quite a lot of areas. Belarus is
rich in raw materials. But they need to be processed into goods
with high added value. In order to provide the consumer with
the highest quality product.

Aleksey Fedosou
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The country’s production of its own passenger cars
is comparable in importance to the implementation
of space projects and the construction of nuclear
power plants. The beginning of a new branch

of mechanical engineering was laid in 2015 ata
meeting with the Head of State. Needless to say,
many were sceptical about this idea back then.
They say that all roles in the global auto industry
are distributed, the leaders are known, the markets
are divided and it is no longer realistic to win your
place under the sun. But Aleksandr Lukashenko’s
confidence and perseverance prevailed. As a result,
on November 17th, 2017, the first production
Geely Atlas NL3 rolled off the assembly line of the
BELGEE plant in the presence of the President.

.“H‘“"‘-...,_‘

f course, the Head of State also realised that

creating your own production, as they say,

from scratch, is risky: competitors were

far ahead. But you can cooperate with

manufacturers who already have extensive

experience in this area. As a result, the

decision was strategic and pragmatic: to

identify a partner who would help, based on

Belarusian and own technologies, to organise the production

of passenger cars accessible to the population. At a meeting

in 2015, the President expressed confidence, “We made a

decision — we will have a passenger car, and we will create it

together with the Chinese based on their technologies. This

does not mean that we will simply copy one to oneand produce

a similar car. Where we can (and we can, we have experience

in the assembly and production of trucks and components

for passenger cars), we must use our own experience and

our own developments. They are in the National Academy of
Sciences, and in applied science as well”

Strategic significance of the investment project
Belarusians and Chinese worked, as they say, hand in hand.
$318 million of investment was allocated to create the plant
and its infrastructure. The President instructed to reduce
costs as much as possible, and the Government was tasked
with monitoring the prospects for the development of the
project, assessing the market situation and the production
plan for new models. At the same meeting in 2015, Aleksandr
Lukashenko noted, “Of course, we will force the team to
make the highest quality cars, given that there is production,
service, and the government is still demanding in the country,
the car will be good. But there are even better cars, albeit at a
higher price. And here’s what the population will do: buy our
car or, perhaps, they will give preference to an expensive, but
already well-known brand. So the first issue is a market one””
The Head of State personally controlled the progress of the
implementation of the most important investment project
and was aware of all events. In rather difficult conditions,
the Government developed a decree on the production of
passenger cars, because at that time there were about 30
assembly plants operating in Russia alone. And with such
fierce competition, it was necessary to think about how to
reduce costs in order to ensure the proper level of salaries and

tax revenues to the budget. In addition, we could not forget
about the interest of the Chinese side.

Nevertheless, despite all the difficulties, the strategic
significance of the new knowledge-intensive project for the
economy was obvious. At the fifth All-Belarusian People’s
Congress in 2016, Aleksandr Lukashenko stated that the
development of domestic mechanical engineering and
machine tools would become of great importance, “Without
it, we will be forced to continue to predominantly purchase
foreign means of production, and therefore depend on such
imports”

At the same time, it was said that in the transport engineering
industry, investment resources with state support would
be concentrated on large breakthrough projects, such as
organising the production of Geely passenger cars, creating
capacities and expanding the production of BELAZ mining
dump trucks, modernising the production of Minsk
Automobile Plant, and automotive components.

To make the car accessible

The new plant grew between Borisov and Zhodino, occupied
an area of 118 hectares and employed more than 1,300
people. The production capacity of the enterprise is up to 60
thousand cars per year with the possibility of further increase.
However, the launch of the assembly line meant only the
very first stage in the history of the production of Belarusian
passenger cars. After all, no matter how difficult it is to
release a worthy product to the market, selling it is even more
difficult. At the grand opening ceremony of the enterprise,
Aleksandr Lukashenko, addressing the employees of the
BELGEE plant, noted that the best advertisement for new
cars and an indicator of their quality would be that the plant
workers themselves would switch to these cars, “Besides me,
your management, together with representatives of the PRC
will think about how to encourage members of the workforce
to travel in this car. When you produce this car, get in it and
drive around, it will be the biggest advertisement””

To increase the availability of cars, various options were
developed: credit facilities with deferred payment were
opened, and leasing programmes appeared. It was a matter of
honour and protection of national interests that the President
decided to vertically ban all civil officers from buying
imported cars —every official, from a deputy to the heads of
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district administrations, must use domestic transport.
General Director of BELGEE Gennady Svidersky noted that
people are already accustomed to the best conditions for
selling a domestic car: there are credit and leasing programs
for which interest rates are lower than the refinancing rate
of the National Bank. This practice, by the way, is used in all
countries. In Russia, for example, when buying a domestic
car, individuals are always given incentives, because when
selling, 20 percent of the VAT on the cost of this car goes
to the budget. The more individuals buy domestic cars, the
more the budget is replenished.

Achieve engineering competencies

With the start of sales, the issue arose with organising vehicle
maintenance at the proper level. The President instructed to
develop a network of service stations throughout the country
so that everyone who buys a new car has the opportunity
to freely undergo maintenance and, if necessary, carry out
high-quality repairs. The need to create its own design bureau
at the enterprise, with the help of which it can strive for
technological independence in the field of production, was
not lost on us, “Now we have received help from specialists
who came from other countries. But you need to have your
own people. At the first stage, we need to have 10—13 people
who will contact our designers from Minsk Automobile Plant,
BELAZ and will slowly accumulate experience so that we can
develop the design and create cars ourselves from scratch”
Gennady Svidersky also noted that at the Institute of the
National Academy of Sciences there is a team working on
passenger cars. It is there that a think tank is being created
that will allow achieving engineering competencies in this
industry. He also spoke about the development of service
centres. There are more than 30 of them in the country today.

New status and new content

Geely is one of the most significant and illustrative examples
of mutually beneficial cooperation between Belarus and
China. And he became truly friendly thanks to the long-
standing and trusting relationship between the President
of the country and the Chairman of the People’s Republic
of China. This is exactly what, by the way, Xi Jinping spoke
about during his meeting with Aleksandr Lukashenko in
China in March of this year, “A meeting between old friends is
always a joy. We met for the last time last year in September in
Samarkand. We had a wonderful conversation, during which
we announced that Chinese-Belarusian relations would be
elevated to the level of an all-weather and comprehensive
strategic partnership, which served as a powerful impetus for
full-scale cooperation between the two countries. The new
status of bilateral relations must be filled with new content””
The idea of a new content for the relationship began to
come true. During Aleksandr Lukashenkos March visit to
China, another project was approved — the creation of a
joint production in Belarus with specialists from the Chinese
automobile corporation FAW. This idea was also supported
by Xi Jinping, and the company itself is considered the
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founder of the Chinese automobile industry. During the
visit, the President of Belarus called for developing bilateral
cooperation in this area, “You know our interest in you. You
make good cars. I would like us to create a real car in Belarus
together with you. And if we want to get effect and success,
this must be done now and very quickly, when territories and
markets are freed up for our future products”

The car is becoming more and more Belarusian

Ten million cars sold worldwide... In 2020, Geely became
the first Chinese car brand to achieve such a record. And by
the end of April last year, cumulative global sales exceeded
12 million units. And the Belarusian plant became part of
this global brand. In Belarus today people are lining up to
buy Geely cars, which have become truly popular, and an
agreement on licensed production has emerged with Chinese
partners. That is, in the future, Belarus will have a completely
domestic car.

The new plant gave jobs and salaries not only to Borisov, but
also gave work to subcontractors, making the car more and
more Belarusian.

Moreover, the company began producing cars under its own
brand BelGee X50. Previously, this model was produced by
the plant under the Geely Coolray brand. In the near future
there are also plans to produce two more models under the
domestic name. According to Gennady Svidersky, your own
brand opens up the right of access to documentation and
the opportunity to independently regulate all processes and
determine the terms of sale. All global firms are following
this path.

Take advantage of a unique situation

The general director of the enterprise notes that there are
always requests for cars. But you need to understand that
a passenger car is a product of many enterprises. When
planning production and supplies, they base it on demand.
Last year, 4,300 new cars were sold in the domestic market.

This year they expected to sell 20 percent more and ordered
6 thousand sets for sale in Belarus. But demand significantly
exceeded supply, and in just seven months of this year, 8
thousand cars were sold — twice as many as in 2022. Now
the plans have been adjusted, and the company plans to sell
13 thousand cars — three times more than last year.

In order to fulfil the task of increasing production volumes,
the enterprise works 12 hours a day, seven days a week. An
additional recruitment was even announced. Today, a unique
situation has developed in the automotive market. Western
companies have left, and domestic cars are sold, as they say,
straight from the assembly line; there are even queues at car
dealerships. But we must understand that the volume of
machine production cannot be increased instantly — this is
a gradual process. The supply chains disrupted as a result of
the sanctions are also having an impact, and a reset has been
made in this regard. Capacities for transshipment of goods
through Vladivostok, Kazakhstan, and St. Petersburg have
not yet been fully developed, but the BELGEE enterprise uses
all available channels, which it mastered this and last years.

“We have a solid programme”

The presence of scientific, personnel and industrial
potential in the field of mechanical engineering provides
the prerequisites for the production in Belarus of most
components for the production of passenger cars. The
President pays special attention to localization. During a
visit to the Minsk National Airport in August of this year,
Aleksandr Lukashenko emphasised that the country will
have its own Belarusian car, “Since we are already hooked on
this, we will reach the point of producing our own absolutely,
almost 100 percent Belarusian car. A quality car”

The President continued the topic of localization at a meeting
with the country’s youth activists in October, “We need to
get our parts for this car. We have everything for this. Some
enterprises are underutilised. Yes, it is not an easy task to
produce your own engine and gearbox for a passenger car.

President of Belarus Aleksandr Lukashenko,

“Our friends (from China) responded to my request
and helped create this wonderful plant. Moreover,
they also provided loans. Therefore, first of all, I
want to say today that my dream of making my own
passenger car has come true. We created our own car
and wrote another bright page in the history of our
country.”

(At the grand opening of the new plant of Belgee,
November 17th, 2017)

But we have a motor plant — let it produce, let it move. We
make boxes and engines for other cars. Yes, this is more
delicate work, but we will do it”

The next year will not be easy for BELGEE. It is necessary
to create a stamping production in a short period of time
and begin production of all body components. Aleksandr
Lukashenko spoke about this at a meeting with young people,
“We will build an additional body stamping workshop. We
agreed with the Chinese in this regard. If we need equipment,
they will help us. And we will slowly go out in our car. We
have a solid programme: we must provide our people with
their own car. Whatever the imported car is, it is an imported
one. What happened — spare parts and so on, but this is ours.
It needs to be ours. And we are moving towards having our

»

owin.

On the list of national treasures
So, the Belarusian automobile industry has turned a new
page, mastering the production of passenger cars that have
already earned the trust of car enthusiasts. We can safely say:
BELGEE has passed the test for price-quality ratio, which is
confirmed by salesin car dealerships. And the sanctions policy
directed against the country stimulated the development of
import substitution to increase the level of localization of the
production of Belarusian cars.
Meanwhile, the creation of joint production facilities not only
with China, but also with Russia, India, and Iran, which have
extensive experience in this area and a powerful industrial
base, can be considered promising. A very important point
is to carefully study the market and determine which models
will be in greatest demand. This is precisely the success of
further sales of products in the domestic and foreign markets.
... Trucks, mining dump trucks and tractors ‘Made in Belarus’
have already become a national treasure, and these products
are now recognised in all corners of the world. Belarusian
electric buses have no problems finding their place in the
domestic and foreign markets. Now we can say that we have
our own passenger car industry. Six years ago, on November
17th, 2017, Aleksandr Lukashenko took part in the grand
opening of the new plant of BELGEE. The domestic passenger
car industry began and successfully continues its history.
Aleksei Pimenov
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MODERN TECHNOLOGIES

community on issues of technical information protection
and cybersecurity. By the way, next year the by’ domain
zone will turn 30 years old. Sergei Zhernosek called for
using the Belarus IGF forum as a platform for the exchange
of ideas, experience, as well as for cooperation between
various participants in the Internet community. Only
together, emphasised the Deputy Head of the Operational
Analytical Centre under the President of the Republic
of Belarus, can we make the World Wide Web a blessing
and not a threat, a driver of development and not an
instrument of discrimination, a source of knowledge and
not misinformation.

Issues require government attention

In turn, First Deputy Minister of Information Andrei
Kuntsevich noted that issues related to digitalization require
close government attention, prompt decision-making and
protection of the interests of citizens and the country as a
whole. The Ministry of Information, as a regulatory body in
the field of mass media, is taking improvement measures in
terms of establishing norms and rules for the functioning
of the Internet and media. Andrei Kuntsevich recalled that
literally in October of this year a new version of the Law

SIM card with which they access the Internet. There is an
upward trend in traffic consumption. For example, over the
past five years, traffic consumption has increased tenfold.
This is a serious burden on our networks, Pavel Tkach
emphasised.

In a word, new challenges pose the task for government
agenciestoincreasethelevel of cybersecurity. Cyberbullying,
for example, requires serious attention; it is a separate area
that brings certain problems, noted Pavel Tkach. Another
problem is the vulnerability and insecurity of personal data.
Despite progress in the field of cybersecurity, cases of data
leaks and hacker attacks are increasingly occurring, which
creates certain risks for citizens. The need to improve data
protection has become one of the main challenges of the
Internet in this era. He also emphasised that the Internet
should be secure, accessible, transparent and confidential.

The concept remains the same

So, the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) was held in Minsk
for the fifth time. This large-scale event is not a ‘closed club.
Its idea is to be a truly open platform for discussing issues
related to the existence and governance of the Internet in

5 ‘On the Mass Media’ came into force. One of the points As reported at the forum, the Future Summit will
anlsatlons tec fand was the determination of the legal status of online news be held in September 2024 under the auspices of the

..
acad'emt ccomm %ﬁ agg}rlegators, as well as the procedure for the functioning of UN. It is planned to sign a global digital agreement,
: . such resources. . . .

: 3 Andrei Kuntsevich assessed that in general, over the past a1;1.1ed, ‘;lmong other lZungs, a;lp r'evenfmg a ;;Ot;: !
three years, the law on the media has undergone a number split of the In?ernet’ Whatever the situation with the
of serious changes in terms of legal regulation of the defragmentation of the Internet, the world has already

experienced the influence of misinformation, which is

rum brought together hundreds of participants
ear and far abroad in the Belarusian capital. Its
mme included discussions on digital literacy and
on, cybercrime and personal data protection. Forum
pants were united by the fact that they care what the
et will be like tomorrow, as well as how to confront
ms and challenges on the Internet on a national,
al and global scale. The event returned to Minsk after
-year break.

A platform for exchanging ideas

Speaking with awelcoming speech to the forum participants,
Deputy Head of the Operational Analytical Centre under
the President of the Republic of Belarus Sergei Zhernosek
noted that the Internet in Belarus has long ceased to be just
a tool for searching and exchanging information, but has
turned into an environment for information exchange of
any type of data, an integral part of the global infrastructure
of the economy, production, business processes, culture and
education, communication and the daily life of each of us.
At the same time, the Internet, according to Sergei
Zhernosek, has become a source of threats. And it is used
by attackers to commit illegal actions, such as phishing,
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vishing, cyber-attacks on information infrastructure, and
is also used by individual states to wage information wars
in order to form the public opinion they need. Based on
this, it is the topic of security, including those related to the
noticeable development in the field of artificial intelligence
and neural networks, that is now actively being raised in
the world: from the global digital treaty initiated by the
UN to the constantly changing legislation in the field of
cybersecurity in countries.

Sergei Zhernosek recalled that the forum is invariably
held with the direct participation and support of the
Operational Analytical Centre under the President of the
Republic of Belarus, a regulator in the field of information
and communication technologies, which also coordinates
state cybersecurity activities in the national segment of the
Internet, and also carries out international cooperation on
issues countering cyber threats. As the administrator of the
national domain zone ‘by/bel; the Operational Analytical
Centre actively interacts with all registrars and relies on
the principle of dialogue when improving and developing
legislation on the registration of domain names in the
national domain zone. The centre interacts, among other
things, with other participants in the state and the business

activities of the Internet sphere and the expansion of the
powers of the Ministry of Information. Today, the Ministry,
in cooperation with interested authorities, carries out an
important task in the field of information security, aimed
at identifying and preventing the spread of destructive,
extremist and other information on the Internet that is
harmful in nature. Moreover, this is not Belarusian know-
how, emphasized Andrei Kuntsevich, no matter how
anyone tries to accuse us of being undemocratic for this.
This practice has become widespread in many European
countries, which once again confirms the thesis that where
we are talking about ensuring the security of the state and
protecting the legitimate interests of citizens, restrictions
and prohibitions are in order.

Challenges set new tasks

In turn, First Deputy Minister of Communications and
Information Pavel Tkach drew attention to the fact that
the number of users of wireless broadband Internet access
in Belarus already exceeds the country’s population.
Moreover, Belarus occupies one of the leading places in
Europe in terms of penetration of fibre-optic networks into
households. The number of users of wireless broadband
Internet access, that is, people who use a cell phone to access
the Internet, already exceeds the population of Belarus. This
means that a number of citizens already have more than one

literally crammed throughout the entire Internet.

Belarus and around the world. This was the original concept
of the forum, and it remains unchanged. It should also be
noted that Belarus IGF is part of a global initiative. In 2006,
the UN Secretary General announced the creation of the
Internet Governance Forum.

Agenda reflects development

The idea of the Belarus IGF remains the same, but the
same cannot be said about the event program. Every year
it becomes not only more intense, it changes and becomes
more complex. According to the general opinion of forum
participants, this indicates the development of the Internet
itself.

In addition to the global task of the forum — determining
how and in what direction the Internet will develop — this
year’s Belarus IGF also discussed issues of personal data
protection and cybersecurity, problems of digital literacy,
the existence of artificial intelligence and the formation of
a false agenda in the media, social networks and Internet
resources.

Yes, representatives of the Operational Analytical Centre
under the President of Belarus, the National Centre for
Cyber Security and Cyber Incident Response, the Ministry
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of Information and the Ministry of Communications took
direct part in the work of the Internet Governance Forum.
In addition to Belarusian Internet experts, the event was
also attended by representatives of international companies
directly related to the Internet: the Coordination Centre for
Domains ‘RU/.P®’ the Corporation for the Management
of Domain Names and IP Addresses (ICANN), the
Coordination Centre for Network Resource Distribution
Internet in the European Region (RIPE NCC).

You can’t leave it unattended

Participants of Belarus IGF 2023 were unanimous that the
Internet has become not only the most important part of
world politics, economics and social life, but also a source of
new threats. And without proper regulation of this area, total
chaos will arise, which will only be welcomed by criminals.
What this regulation should be like is another matter — the
question remains open within individual countries and at
the supranational level.

Of course, it is simply impossible to control the operation
of such a complex ‘mechanism’ as the Internet without the
participation of the state. No reasonable government will
allow itself to withdraw from this sphere, because as a result
the entire society will instantly suffer. For example, the
Belarusian National Centre for Personal Data Protection
over the two years of its operation has deleted over 22
million records with illegally obtained and distributed
personal data of residents of Belarus. Of these, there are 1.7
million unique records, more than 220 thousand records
of personal data of minors and more than 5 thousand
records of students. At the same time, the centre found that
companies in the retail sector leak the most information.
On a global scale, where the Internet also already rules
everything, including through the digital economy,
governments of different countries are trying to develop a
common set of rules to regulate it. Perhaps the so-called
Concept of the UN Safer Internet Convention will take the
form of a legally significant international agreement very
soon. If most countries sign this convention, the Internet
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can become more civilized and harmless. By the way,
Russia is also developing the concept. Thus, in 2017, the
project was presented for consideration at a meeting of the
ministers of communications and telecommunications of
the BRICS countries.

Place in the world of the Internet

The issue of quantity has always been important for such a
global network as the Internet. If we talk about Belarus, then
as of the beginning of 2023, there were more than 8 million
Internet users in our country. Such data are presented in
the international report Digital 2023: Belarus. As a result,
Internet penetration (the ratio of the number of Internet
users to the total population) was almost 86.9%, an increase
from last year. For comparison: Internet penetration in
Russia is 88.2%, Kazakhstan — 90.9%, Poland — 88.4%,
Lithuania — 88.9%, Latvia — 92.4%, Ukraine — 79.2%.
Representatives of government agencies who participated in
the work of Belarus IGF 2023 confirmed that they will cope
with the task set by the Head of State to provide broadband
Internet access in rural areas until 2025. Of course, this will
further expand the audience of Internet users in Belarus,
and therefore increase and increase Internet penetration.
Participants in the Minsk Internet Governance Forum also
emphasized the need to improve the quality of the Internet
within individual states/regions and throughout the world.
At the same time, the quality of the Internet does not at all
come down to its speed alone (by the way, on the eve of the
forum it became known that the operation of a fibre-optic
Internet cable with the world’s highest data transfer speed of
1.2 terabits per second began in China). And it depends on
many things, starting from the quality of communications
and ending with the quality of network/software equipment.

Given the strong influence of information

Experts and participants of Belarus IGF 2023 agree with
the formula: ‘One World — One Internet, which they
openly stated. However, we live in amazing times, and now
voices are increasingly being heard that the world, or more
precisely, the Internet, is in danger of fragmentation. It’s
scary to even google this topic, because if such a scenario
with the Internet comes true, the whole world faces not just
the emergence of ‘appanage principalities’ (each with its
own Internet), but a real general catastrophe.

As reported at the forum, the Future Summit will be held
in September 2024 under the auspices of the UN. It is
planned to sign a global digital agreement, aimed, among
other things, at preventing a total split of the Internet.
Whatever the situation with the defragmentation of the
Internet, the world has already experienced the influence
of misinformation, which is literally crammed throughout
the entire Internet.

Today, information is not just accessible — it directly affects
the lives of people, society, economies of regions, states and
the whole world. False messages can bring down stock
indices, change markets, behaviour and habits of people.

The bulk of data is consumed through digital channels,
where the possibilities for spreading misinformation are
endless. As well as ways of interpreting it.

This topic was discussed at one of the plenary sessions of
Belarus IGF-2023 entitled How a False Agenda Is Formed
in The Media, Social Networks and Internet Resources.
Representatives of the journalistic and scientific community
spoke a lot here, including about how to combat fake news
and counter their spread. According to Pavel Tukhto, editor-
in-chief of the Tochka.by portal, in the current situation, it
is best for consumers of news content to read authoritative
sites and think for themselves.

Of course, readers also need to collate information from
multiple news sources. Leading specialist of the editorial
office of BelTA multimedia projects, Antonina Bolobolova,
drew attention to this. The agency representative also added
that Internet users need to check even the address of the
site where they came to read the news and its domain zone.
After all, today it costs attackers nothing to create a false
page for both a bank and an information portal.

Bynet round anniversary

Next year, Bynet will celebrate 30 years of its existence. In
May 1994, an administrator of the national domain zone
BY appeared in our country. Thanks to this, Belarusian
sites ending in .by became possible. In 1995—1996, the first
Belarusian pages began to appear on the Internet.

Next year will also mark the 10th anniversary of the launch
of the “BEL zone. It was launched by hoster.by. Today this
zone is the second Cyrillic domain in the world in terms of
the number of registered names.

Young people are interested in this

Meanwhile, the youth forum on Internet governance
YOUTH IGF, which is part of the large-scale Belarus
IGF forum, was held at the Belarusian State University of
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Informatics and Radioelectronics. Participants in the youth
section also discussed current Internet problems. At the
forum, General Director of hoster.by Sergey Povalishev and
Director of the Coordination Centre for .RU/.RF Domains
Andrey Vorobyov delivered welcoming remarks. ICANN
Senior Manager for Eastern Europe and Central Asia
Mikhail Anisimov spoke on the topic The Domain Name
System: How the DNS Works and How Relations Between
Countries are Built. RIPE NCC External Relations Director
for Central Asia and the Caucasus Vaan Hovsepyan spoke
on the topic RIPE NCC Development Programmes for the
Technical Community.

On a global scale, where the Internet also already rules
everything, including through the digital economy,
governments of different countries are trying to develop
a common set of rules to regulate it. Perhaps the so-called
Concept of the UN Safer Internet Convention will take
the form of a legally significant international agreement
very soon. If most countries sign this convention, the
Internet can become more civilized and harmless.

YOUTH IGF BELARUS is part of the Belarus IGF Internet
Governance Forum, which annually brings together
participants from all over the world. Such forums have been
held since 2006 in different countries under the auspices
of the UN. In Belarus, IGF is traditionally organised by
hoster.by — the largest registrar of .BY and .BEL domains,
a cloud hosting provider, and an expert in the field of
information security. Official partners of the forum are
ICANN, RIPE NCC, Ministry of Communications and
Information, Ministry of Information, Belarusian Cloud
Technologies LLC (beCloud). The forum is held with the
support of the Belarusian State University of Informatics
and Radioelectronics.

Vsevolod Yevseyev

BEJIAPYCb.BELARUS 4 5
NOVEMBER 2023



" ealtn TaSt With such meanings and under various brands,
- m  Belarusian manufacturers promote their
— products to the world market. What surprised
Bea “tl'“ I a n [I them this time, what they presented at the
affordable.

29th international specialised exhibition and
fair Prodexpo 2023, which was held in Minsk
- we'll tell you about this and much more.
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Asyouknow, this exhibition is traditionally
one of the flagship projects of exhibition
and fair activities in Belarus. It introduces
advanced production technologies in the
food industry, promotes new brands, fills
the domestic food market with quality food
and beverages, and promotes international
cooperation and exchange of experience
from leading manufacturers. By the way, in
2022 it was awarded the Sign of the Russian
Union of Exhibitions and Fairs for the high
professional level of the organisation, its
special significance for the economy of
the region and the expansion of foreign
economic relations. The organisers and
partners of the exhibition-fair this year are
the state enterprise BelExpo, the Ministry
of Agriculture and Food of Belarus, the
Belgospischeprom Concern, the
National Academy of Sciences of
Belarus and the Belkoopsoyuz.

According to tradition, Prodexpo
2023 was held on November
14th—17th at the Football Arena.
Once again it was possible to be
convinced: this is a convenient
platform for communication between
industry professionals and making
current business decisions, high-
quality professional networking,
demonstration of capabilities and
products for the target business
audience, as well as presentation of
the latest innovations. By the way, the
key to the popularity of the Minsk

exhibition is a well-prepared, multifaceted
business program that is attractive to
managers of enterprises in the food
industry and related industries, domestic
and foreign delegations, and the media.
During multi-format meetings, problems
and prospects for the development of the
food industry market were discussed,
negotiations were organised between
retailers, suppliers and manufacturers. In
addition, the following were successfully
held: the international symposium of
bakers, the republican review of the
quality of bakery and confectionery
products Smakata-2023, the professional
skill competition of confectioners
High Fashion in Confectionery Art, the
International Culinary Cup 2023, the

international competition for the best
packaging SmakArt, and also tasting
competitions, master classes and much
more.

Where we are respected

and expected

The opening of the exhibition began
at noon with the symbolic dance
composition Limitless Belarus. This name,
according to the presenter, correlates with
a huge range of goods for every taste. And
there really were a great many of them.
The exhibition can be called limitless also
because this assortment increases from
year to year. As, indeed, is the number
of exhibitors. More than 130 participants
from five countries arrived at Prodexpo

B “lamvery glad that the

a professional holiday — the
Day of Workers of Agriculture
and Processing Industry of the
Agro-Industrial Complex,”
Deputy Minister of Agriculture
Vladimir Grakun, who soon
recovered to inspect the
exhibition, told reporters.

Zhidkov, Chairman of the
Belarusian State Concern, also
spoke with media
representatives
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B During the press trip, Oleg



B No matter what booth you visited,
you could see interesting new products
from the food industry everywhere, both
domestic and from foreign guests

2023 this year: companies, holdings
and enterprises from Belarus, Russia,
Uzbekistan, Vietnam, Turkmenistan.
According to tradition, visitors
greeted the arriving representatives
of delegations, diplomatic missions of
foreign states and honoured guests with
applause. The audience was greeted by
Deputy Minister of Agriculture and
Food Vladimir Grakun, Chairman of
the Belgospischeprom concern Oleg
Zhidkov, First Deputy Chairwoman of
the Minsk City Executive Committee
Nadezhda Lazarevich and First Deputy
Chairman of the Board of the Belarusian
Republican Union of Consumer Societies
(Belkoopsoyuz) Aleksandr Skrundevsky.
“I am very glad that the exhibition
opened on the eve of the professional
holiday - the Day of Agricultural and

Processing Industry Workers of the Agro-
Industrial Complex;” said Deputy Minister
of Agriculture and Food Vladimir Grakun.
“And our villagers have something to be
proud of” Today we will see their products
on stands. Despite difficult ‘weather
conditions’ in the world, Belarus supplies it
to more than 100 countries. The products
are recognisable and, most importantly,
desirable, in demand both in Russian
regions and in other friendly countries. I
hope that during the exhibition Belarusian
enterprises will conclude profitable
contracts for the supply of products.”
Vladimir Vladimirovich wished everyone
fruitful work, successful conclusion of
contracts, and also expressed hope that the
products of foreign companies will take
their rightful place on domestic shelves,
just as Belarusian products will take their
rightful place on the shelves in different
countries.

First Deputy Chairman of the Minsk
City Executive Committee Nadezhda
Lazarevich expressed confidence that all
the products presented at the exhibition
will be in great demand, because Prodexpo
is visited annually by citizens and guests,
“We are glad that the exhibition is being
held in the capital of Belarus. Our guests
from friendly countries will greatly enjoy
interacting with our consumers, and we
will be happy to try their products”

The opening ceremony of the exhibition
also ended symbolically: with the sowing
of grain into the soil, into the Canvas of
Life — a fabric stretched at the edge of
the proscenium, symbolising fertile soil
framed by golden ears of wheat. Since
ancient times, grain has been considered
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a symbol of life, fertility, wealth, and in
relation to the exhibition — a symbol
of successful business relations between
people. The seed was 'sown’ by Vladimir
Grakun, Nadezhda Lazarevich, Oleg
Zhidkov and Aleksandr Skrundevsky.
During the press approach, Vladimir
Grakun and Oleg Zhidkov spoke with
journalists. “The export of Belarusian food
and agricultural raw materials at the end of
the year will not be less than the previous
level,” assured Vladimir Grakun. And
in the past, he recalled, such exports in
monetary terms amounted to $8.3 billion.
“I think we will consolidate this figure and
even increase it a little” According to the
deputy minister, the markets to which
Belarusian products are supplied remain
stable and are becoming more numerous.
He noted, not without pleasure, the quality
of our products, thanks to which they
will always be in demand. “Now two of
our delegations are in friendly countries
and are working on issues of supplying
Belarusian food. And the quality of our
products is known all over the world,
this is a Belarusian brand. So, despite
the sanctions, our products will always
be in demand in the world,” emphasised
Vladimir Grakun.

He named Russia and other CIS countries
as his main supply partners. “At the same
time, we supply products to Serbia and
Moldova. We are working on cooperation
with African countries — the most remote
in the geography of supplies. We work
with China, and the volumes of products
supplied there are constantly increasing”
At the end of the interview, Vladimir
Grakun said, “We have something to sell.

But first of all, we will provide for our population
and sell the surplus. The range of products for
export is large. This year alone the growth in
milk production is 106 percent.”

The Belgospischeprom concern produced $425
million worth of import-substituting products
in the nine months of 2023. This is one of the
flagships among the country’s food industry
enterprises: it produces a wide range of goods,
including sugar and salt in large volumes.
Chairman of the board of the concern Oleg
Zhidkov spoke about this. “Today the concern
is an import-oriented production aimed at
maximizing the replacement of imported
products that we are accustomed to seeing on
our shelves. We are increasing the volume of
such products, thereby reducing the foreign
exchange burden on the country’s economy and
saturating our market with familiar products.”
The concern supplies the bulk of its products
to the domestic market, ensuring the country’s
national food security. “And what is produced
in excess of these needs, we are ready to export,
share with all countries who are interested in
cooperation with us, and even where we may
not be particularly welcome today. We are
quietly making our way there so that consumers
in these countries have the opportunity to try
the best samples of the products we produce”
According to Oleg Zhidkov, the concern’s
enterprises today cover the salt needs of a
quarter of the Russian market. This year it is
planned to supply 170 thousand tons of sugar
to Russia: four times more than last year. When
asked which countries would be profitable to sell
our products to, the chairman of the concern
replied, “In addition to Russia, there is active
development in the direction of China. These
are the markets in which we establish ourselves
as a partner, and not just a one-time supplier.
We also discover Guinea, Vietnam, African
countries such as Zimbabwe and Egypt. All this
makes it possible to plan exports strategically for
the next five years” Oleg Zhidkov also answered
questions related to the modernisation of
enterprises, which, according to him, is actively
underway. He also spoke about the contribution
of academic science, about how scientists from
the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus are
involved in a number of projects that are already
being implemented, how new technologies and
recipes are being developed, and that without
science it is impossible to imagine modern
production.

Representatives of the VIP group that opened the
exhibition got acquainted with the exposition,

and tasted products at some stands. At the stand
of the Scientific and Practical Centre for Animal
Husbandry of the National Academy of Sciences
of Belarus, for example, milk aroused interest.
Three types of it were presented: from the
Belarusian Holsteins, the red Danish breed of
cows and a cross between both, which was bred
recently. So, milk from mixed cows, as we were
told, is suitable for people with milk protein
intolerance. Moreover, it is already produced on
an industrial basis by one of the enterprises.
However, no matter what booth you visited, you
could see interesting new products from the food
industry everywhere at the exhibition. I think
the specialists of the Pinsk meat processing plant
managed to surprise the VIP guests: in addition
to pork and beef, they added hard cheese to the
new dry-cured product. And the enterprising
people of the Slutsk Meat Processing Plant,
which works with more than 20 countries, also
know how to surprise. Khinkali: although this
product is similar to traditional dumplings, its
production is complex and expensive, they said
at the company’s booth. And yet frozen khinkali,
a Georgian dish made in Slutsk, will be supplied
to Georgia! Manufacturers are confident that
the quality will be appreciated there. As they say,
risk is a noble cause. And the meat processing
plant will expand its geography of supplies.
Import substitution, as already noted, is a
strategic direction in the context of Western
sanctions. On our shelves we already have
Grodno jamon, Minsk Roquefort, and even
Fanipol black caviar. And everything is of high

quality.
Smakata bhakery

Many new products were presented at the stand
of the Smakata 2023 bakery product review
and competition. We noticed trifle cakes from
the Soligorsk Bakery in original transparent
packaging. The bread Maladzechanski
Padarunak also evokes admiration: a huge loaf
weighing two and a half kilograms. We tasted
black bread with sesame seeds, which is baked
in Orsha. And bakers from Polyssia David-
Gorodok add canned sprouted wheat grain to
the dough. Tasty and healthy!

We also tried bread, the preparation of which
is minimally simplified. This was invented by
specialists from the Baranovichkhleboprodukt
enterprise, and they already produce flour
from which housewives can bake bread even
in a frying pan. We simply add water according
to the recipe to the Baranovichi miracle flour,
knead, then the dough ‘rests’ for another 40
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minutes on the stove — and bakes for the
same amount of time. I tried it and the
bread is very pleasant. And I watched it
bake, lingering at the booth. I also bought
a couple of bags of Pekushek flour! As
soon as I write this article, I'll definitely
do some bread magic. By the way, the
International Symposium of Bakers was
also held as part of the exhibition. Which
is quite logical: after all, bread, as we say,
is the head of everything.

Have you ever tried northern

tea? Well, try it!

Many unique products were brought to
Minsk from other countries. For example,

The bright colours of the packaging of
teas from the Krasnodar Region also
attracted attention. There, at the Azerchay
booth, teas were brewed in transparent
teapots: black, green, and with additives.
Boiling water was added directly from
a huge samovar. If you want, try it, and
if you like it, you can buy it. Yes, this tea
corner came in handy for everyone. After
all, the breaks between the presentations
of national dishes from Pakistan, India,
Uzbekistan, Armenia and Vietnam,
which took place right on the main stage
of the Football Arena near the tea booth,
were short. Therefore, for gourmets
(including me...), savouring the exotic

B The Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, Sajjad Haider Khan, spoke at the presentation of the cuisine Culinary Traditions
of Pakistan. Indian cuisine was presented by the Head of the Indian Cultural Center in
Minsk, Mr. Karan and his wife Olga

at the Made in Yamal booth there were
canned venison stews and sprats made
from Arctic fish: vendace and smelt.
And the Russian company Taiga Aromas
offered products from Altai and the Far
East. Pine nuts were in demand. There
was a brisk trade in herbal teas that came
from the Russian North, from the Tyumen
Region. They are based on fermented
fireweed tea, which is produced at the
First Yamal Tea Manufactory. Leaves and
berries of lingonberries, cloudberries,
blueberries, rowan berries, apple
blossoms... And this is not a complete list
of additives for various tea blends. After
tasting the tea, I couldn’t resist and bought
several packages, very attractive in design,
and which, by the way, later participated
in a packaging masters competition.

food from these five countries, a glass of
hot aromatic tea served as a wonderful
aid for assimilation of dishes. And the
rhythm of the tastings was very intense:
every 30 minutes there were new taste
experiences. Thats what we'll talk about...

All cuisines visit us

Pakistan

The first to surprise us were the guests
from Pakistan. The Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan Sajjad
Haider Khan spoke at the presentation
Culinary Traditions of Pakistan. He
thanked everyone who showed interest
in the event. “T am very glad,” said Mr.
Ambassador, “to introduce you to the
tastes of my homeland, to bring them
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to the heart of Minsk. Pakistan’s culinary
heritage is as rich as our culture, nature and
people. Pakistani cuisine is a reflection of
our history, traditions and the hospitality
that characterises our nation. In addition
to spices and ingredients, it also tells about
history. Moreover, this is a story about unity
and diversity, about the harmonious fusion
of different cultures — a clear indication of
how important it is to share with each other,
and not only food..”

Mr. Ambassador emphasised the
importance of sharing cultural experiences
between countries through the universal
language of food. He introduced the chef,
who prepared several dishes for the guests
of the exhibition, and wished everyone a
pleasant appetite and a wonderful day.

We watched a film about Pakistan and its
cuisine. A captivating cuisine presentation
covering various aspects of Pakistan’s rich
culinary heritage was expertly conducted
by the presenter. From her we learned about
the wide range of tastes, the techniques for
preparing different dishes that make this
cuisine famous for its taste and variety.
What do Pakistanis eat for breakfast, lunch
and dinner? What tea and drinks do you
prefer? How interesting it was to learn
about the different spices that are called
the heart and soul of Pakistani dishes!
And they also add fresh herbs: mint and
cilantro. By the way, many dishes are based
on rice and wheat that are familiar to us.
And, of course, meat, cooked in different
forms. And Pakistani street food is also, I
have no doubt, very tasty. We watched a
video master class on how to prepare pilaf
with lamb, a favourite Pakistani dish called
biryani — which we later tried.

An English proverb says: to understand the
taste of pudding, you have to eat it.

After violinist Nina Pruzhanovskaya
delighted the festival guests with her
performance of Pakistani melodies, we
began the tasting. All of this was actually
very tasty. And even a lot: there was enough
food for everyone. In Pakistan, it was said at
the presentation, when welcoming guests,
it is customary to prepare many dishes that
make the family proud. These included
biryani, as well as desserts that were
prepared for the guests of Prodexpo 2023.
India

Distant India was represented at the
exhibition by the head of the Indian

Cultural Centre in Minsk, Karan and his
wife Olga, who, according to them, were
united by their love for India in 2012. And
in 2017, the love for this colourful country
and for each other inspired us to open ‘ittle
India’ in Minsk. In the Belarusian capital,
Indian cuisine is known and loved: there
are five Indian restaurants here, and several
Indian shops at the Komarovsky market,
which is popular among Minsk residents.
And when the presentation Tastes and
Aromas of Vibrant Indian Cuisine took
place, many came to drink masala tea
with sweets. Karan was preparing tea, and
meanwhile Olga was talking fascinatingly
about the features of the cuisine, with
interesting photo and video content about
spices and various dishes. For those who
do not know: in India, food is considered
sacred; it is one of the ancient traditions
of the people. In addition, as I learned not
so long ago, according to Ayurveda, food
is considered alive only four hours after
preparation, or even less time. They don't
cook there for a few days at once, as we do,.
According to the Ayurvedic theory of six
tastes, a person will be healthy and quickly
feel satisfied with the food he eats if it has
a harmonious combination of sweet, sour,
bitter, astringent, salty and bitter tastes. In
India, when they cook, they strive to ensure
that these six tastes are present in the dishes.
In addition, they eat food slowly, chewing
food thoroughly. Different states of the vast
country have different cuisines, but we can
identify a common basis for all regions:
spices. Just like in Pakistan, in India you
cannot do without spices. In addition to
the fact that they increase the taste value
of dishes, they also stimulate digestion
and activate metabolic processes. Spices
contain many microelements and have
good antioxidant properties. In addition,
they lift your spirits. Olga said that she once
suggested: in India, everyone smilesbecause
there is a lot of sun there? But Karan either
seriously or jokingly said: this is because we
eat a lot of spices. And there are more than
a hundred names of them in India! Olga
cited an interesting scientific observation:
when we feel a pungent or bitter taste,
our body ‘thinks’ that it will hurt further.
But it doesn’t hurt, and then oxytocin is
released: the hormone of happiness. Here
is a man smiling! There are a number of
spices in India that are consumed on a daily

B Chargé d'Affaires of the Republic of
Uzbekistan in the Republic of Belarus
Rakhmatulll Nazarov continued the
presentation  Culinary  Traditions  of
Uzbekistan

BEJIAPYCb.BELARUS 5 1
NOVEMBER 2023



B Another sign that the Prodexpo-2023
exhibition-fair really has high international
authority is the speech at the presentation
Armenian National Cuisine by the Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic
of Armenia to the Republic of Belarus, Permanent
Plenipotentiary Representative of Armenia to the
statutory and other bodies of the CIS Razmik
Khumaryan (left), as well as the Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam to the Republic of Belarus, Mr.
Nguyen Van Nguy, who presented the diverse
cuisine of their peoples.

basis. Talking about them, Olga asks the
question: which one reduces the craving
for sweets? As a fan of India, having visited
the ‘spice state’ of Kerala four times, it was
easy for me to figure out: cardamom!
And it is right! As a reward, I received a
certificate to attend a master class on spices
and Indian cuisine. Well, Olga talked
about masala tea (in Hindi: a mixture of
spices). And meanwhile the water began
to boil. Karan added cloves, green and
black cardamom, dried and fresh ginger,
cloves, and black pepper to the tea. The tea
boils for about five minutes, then milk and
sugar are added to the pan. Meanwhile,
Olga still managed to talk about numerous
legumes: chickpeas, lentils, mung beans,
red and white beans, arhardal, uratdal...
But we didn't know that in 2019 the UN
declared February 10th World Pulses Day
to draw attention to this healthy food. We
also heard about rice, vegetables, fruits and
various flatbreads popular in India, about

the benefits of ghee and chutney sauce. And
about the fact that in India they pickle not
cucumbers and tomatoes, but mangoes,
chilies, lemons, cane, in mustard oil and
spices, and eat them in little bites. And
finally, tea. Olga herself saw how chaiwalas
on trains carry tea throughout the carriages,
and, interestingly, drinking tea in Hindi
sounds the same as in Russian: ‘chai pili...
We also drank hot, invigorating masala tea
from Karan — smiling. And with pleasure.
We also gratefully treated ourselves to
snacks: coconut sweets.

Uzbekistan

Chargé d’Affaires of the Republic of
Uzbekistan in the Republic of Belarus
Rakhmatulla Nazarov continued the
presentation Culinary Traditions of
Uzbekistan after the host’s welcoming
speech. First, he spoke about the rich
culture of Uzbekistan, the monuments and
attractions of the country included in the
UNESCO World Heritage List, the ancient
routes of the Great Silk Road, naturereserves
and national parks that are attractive to
tourists. He spoke with pride about Uzbek
cuisine and the culinary traditions of the
country, as a symbol of oriental hospitality.
He shared information that at the end of
2018, according to National Geographic
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magazine, Uzbek cuisine took first place
in the Gastronomic Tourism category.
However, the country is recognised as an
attractive tourist destination by many other
experts. Rakhmatulla Nazarov named a
number of dishes that lovers of delicious
food might enjoy: Tashkent festive pilaf,
samsa, kebab, manti, shashlikh, shurpa,
lagman... And following the Ambassador,
his young compatriot in a national
costume spoke captivatingly about the
enormous respect of the Uzbek people
for bread, about careful and respectful
attitude towards every baby. At the end
of this ode dedicated to bread, I cited an
Uzbek proverb: you cannot live without
bread, you cannot be satisfied with words.
However, the presentation hasn’t yet moved
on to bread: they showed a national dance
(meddley), a video about Uzbekistan and
national cuisine. And then there was a
tasting, the main feature of which was the
luxurious aromatic pilaf, samsa and other
pastries.

Armenia

Another sign that the exhibition-
fair Prodexpo-2023 really has high
international authority is the speech at the
presentation Armenian National Cuisine
by the Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Armenia
to the Republic of Belarus, Permanent
Plenipotentiary Representative of Armenia

to the statutory and other bodies of the CIS
Razmik Khumaryan. “It’s gratifying,” said
Mr. Ambassador, “that Armenian cuisine
will be presented at the exhibition. It
cannot leave anyone indifferent: both true
connoisseurs of gourmet dishes, gourmets,
and ordinary tasters who came to taste
our dishes. Armenian cuisine is diverse
in terms of taste, emotions, history and
traditions. Perhaps, such diversity in our
country, like in yours, is connected with
the traditional love for guests, who, like
Belarusians and Armenians, need to be fed
deliciously. I can talk about the brightest
Armenian cuisine eloquently and for a long
time. But so as not to create the impression
that this is a subjective impression of
an Armenian, a bearer of this culture, I
will read the words of a true master of
culinary culture, an expert in gastronomic
history, the author of numerous books
and monographs on culinary topics, Vilen
Pokhlebkin, “Armenian cuisine is one of
the oldest cuisines in Asia and the oldest
in Transcaucasia. Its characteristic features
developed at least a millennium BC during
the formation of the Armenian people and
have been preserved in many ways for more
than three thousand years to the present
day” To this I will add: modern Armenia is
always happy to receive guests, connoisseurs

And there are such cakes — real
works of art, reproducing the
compositions of popular fairy tales,
cartoons and simply luxurious
bouquets. It's hard to even believe
that all this is edible.

of culture, including Armenian cuisine.
Armenia has an important gastrotourism
destination, as evidenced by numerous
authoritative publications, such as Forbes
magazine. Armenia is not only temples, but
also food, imbued with endless love”
Thanking the organisers of the exhibition,
Mr. Ambassador invited everyone to visit
his native country, taste the Armenian
sun and get acquainted with the national
cuisine, with which the world, in his words,
becomesbrighter, more colourful, filled with
tastes and aroma. And he said: we will taste
a dish prepared by the Grigoryan family,
whose dishes are present at such major
celebrations in Belarus as, for example, the
Republican Festival of National Cultures
in Grodno, the International Festival
Slavianski Bazaar in Vitebsk. This family
prepared treats for the Prodexpo guests,
who were waiting for everyone on a large
table in front of the stage.

Everything that was there had a special
Armenian flavour. There are large walnuts
in clay jugs, hazelnuts in ceramic vases
with Armenian designs, and pomegranates
on a platter. Khachapuri and other pastries
are also here. As soon as the video about
Armenian cuisine ended, Nela Grigoryan
appeared onstage with herassistant Violetta.
And she conducted a master class on

making khapama, stuffed pumpkin. This
dish is often prepared during the holiday
season. Khapama, according to national
traditions, was served at the wedding table
as a symbol of abundance. And it’s easy to
prepare. The top of the pumpkin is cut off,
we select its insides — and the pot is ready.
It is greased with oil and filled with rice,
dried fruits, nuts and honey. And all this
splendour is baked in the oven.

Opverall, it was a spectacular and delicious
show accompanied by the melody of the
song Khapama. When Nela Grigoryan
prepares this dish, she hums it all the
time. Then the Armenian students sang it.
The soloist of the Presidential Orchestra,
Anahit Gevorkyan, also charmed the
guests: she performed two compositions
on the kanoon, an Armenian multi-
stringed instrument.
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B The work of confectioners,
representatives of Belarusian
bakeries participating in the High
Fashion in Confectionery Art
competition was amazing. These
were dresses, as well as stylish art
compositions.

...Yes, and I already bought a suitable pumpkin for
the khapama: from a farmer from the Polissya
village Nikolai Rubel. I think it will turn out to
be a khapama!

Vietnam

The final presentation The Beauty and Taste
of Vietnam also did not leave the exhibition
guests indifferent. Although we were a little
tired from the tastings, the most persistent
ones immediately perked up as soon as the
Vietnamese began to set the table. I wonder:
what will surprise you?

Disheswith finely chopped mangoes, pineapples,
rice chips, some kind of flaky stuffed tubes, slices,
and also cups filled with ground coffee with sugar
— all this was unusual. What is Vietnamese
cuisine like? After the song of the Vietnamese
students, the Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam to the Republic of Belarus, Mr. Nguyen
Van Nguy, mentioned itin his welcoming speech.
He emphasised that it was a great honour for
him to take part in such a presentation. “Potash
fertilizers, machinery, equipment, tools, cars,
spare parts, computers, medicines, polymers,
milk and other dairy products are exported
from Belarus to Vietnam,” he said. “Rubber,
telephones, seafood, accessories, nuts, canned
fruits and vegetables, shoes and other goods are
supplied from Vietnam to Belarus. It’s no secret:
today Vietnamese supplies of coffee, rice, and
spices occupy first place in the world market.”
In addition, the Ambassador added, “Vietnam
is a kind of bridge between Belarus and Asian
countries..” Mr. Ambassador also said: the visa
regime for citizens of Belarus has been increased
to 45 days of stay in Vietnam. He invited
everyone to visit his beautiful country, where
there are many beautiful parks, nature reserves
and attractions included in the UNESCO World
Heritage List, as well as resorts of international
importance. And he expressed great satisfaction
that trade, economic and cultural cooperation
between Belarus and Vietnam is developing.
We also watched a three-minute film about
Vietnamese cuisine, and then listened to a
musical composition on the clarinet, performed
by a Vietnamese student. And at the end of the
presentation of national dishes of Vietnam,
as at previous tastings, everything that was
on the table received the attention of the
exhibition guests. We enjoyed eating mangoes
and pineapples and crunching on rice crisps.
Everyone was also attracted to an exotic fruit
— ared dragon, similar in appearance to a red
beet. And there was plenty of coffee...
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...And finally, we serve dessert
Of course, I cannot cover or describe all the
features of the Prodexpo 2023 exhibition-fair.
But I hope that my mosaic notes will become a
reason for someone to take a closer look at this
most interesting phenomenon in the future. After
all, as you know, food is a very important part of
every persons life. And let’s not forget: this is also a
factor of national security for all countries, and an
area for establishing business, trade and economic,
as well as cultural contacts between countries and
peoples.
And finally, as happens in good and rich feasts, let’s
serve something sweet... More precisely, let’s pay
tribute to the people who sweeten our lives.
International competitions of professional
skills were also held at the exhibition among
confectioners and chefs. The work of the
confectioners participating in the High Fashion in
Confectionery Art competition was amazing. These
were dresses, as well as stylish art compositions.
You could not only admire all this beauty, but also
taste the petit fours cakes. Young people, future
chefs and confectioners, students of culinary
schools and colleges took part in the competitions.
For example, Ivan Burdyko from Borisov State
College presented molecular cuisine dishes: a
menu in honour of the holiday of the elements.
He prepared... fried lichen with red caviar.
We also saw a sandwich with black caviar, but in
fact it was a chocolate cake. Various sweets were
presented at the International Confectionery
Championship to suit every taste and size. Among
the works one could admire baskets of flowers, a
bouquet for a beloved, and a composition based
on the popular cartoon series Masha and the Bear.
Even the handsome Ivan Tsarevich, racing with
Yelena the Beautiful on the Grey Wolf, inspired
one of the confectioners to create such a sweet
creation. I wonder what it tastes like? Are there
aromas of herbs and wind, a taste of fairy tales and
adventures?..
I was also impressed by the anti-gravity cakes.
Have you heard of these? Yes, it turns out that the
law of gravity can be circumvented with various
tricks. Moreover, this is not magic, but high
confectionery art. A master class was devoted to
the preparation of such cakes. Yes, you guessed
it: the cake is made using a special technology. Its
components are supported by frames.
Well, women’s jewellery, in particular earrings and
brooches, which can be worn and then eaten — of
course, it’s also better to look at them. Or should
I try it anyway?

Valentina Zhdanevich

Photo by the author
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Thematic plans are formed 1 year before the start of the
planning period. Today, the thematic plans for the publication
of state postal payment marks of the Republic of Belarus for
2024 have been approved.

Talented artists, designers and specialists from the Marka
publishing centre of Belpochta RUE are involved in working
on the original layouts. The themes are carefully verified for
historical accuracy by experts in the field of culture, history
and architecture.

Secrets under a magnifying glass
The Marka publishing centre is a creative laboratory of the
Belarusian post office. 39 people work here. Postal product
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layouts are developed by 4 designers. Each has its own unique
style, its own approaches to presenting illustrated material.
And they have to solve difficult problems, which is associated
with the small size of the postal products, and this should in no
way affect the disclosure of the topic or the volume of illustrated
and textual material. We must not forget that connoisseurs of
postal miniatures, armed with magnifying glasses, examine
the smallest details on stamps and read microtexts.

“It is considered good form to produce postal products based
on a hand-made drawing. Not everyone can draw the base of
a postage stamp. There must be an understanding here that
when the drawing is reduced many times, any detail must be
readable. Therefore, when we give the terms of reference to an
artist, we clearly state what we want to see and in what format
the drawing should be,” Irina Shipilova reveals some of the
secrets of the success of the Belarusian brand.

What are the most popular and collected topics in philately?
This question is difficult to answer. After all, postage stamps
are most often collected on a historical or thematic basis. In the
historical principle of collecting, stamps are arranged according
to the date of their issue. Thematic philately — collecting
postage stamps on a specific topic or stamps associated with a
specific concept (event).

The most popular and sought-after topics in philately: state
symbols and heraldry, art, mechanical engineering, sports,
flora and fauna.

We also have to take into account the various requests of
philatelists. There are those who can collect special collections.
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For example, one of our clients collects postage stamps
with a picture of a clock. That is why Belarusian stamps are
informative; the images on them often include many different
details.

Based on the drawings of Aleksandr Mityanin, who has a
biologist education, postal products are being developed on
the theme Flora and Fauna of Belarus. Projects on ornithology,
the Red Book, and the Black Book (where invasive species are
depicted) are in particular demand not only among domestic
collectors, but also among foreign philatelists.

I'would like to talk about the security elements that are applied
to postage stamps during printing in order to prevent them
from being counterfeited. Security elements have been used on
Belarusian postage stamps since 2000. Now all postage stamps
of the Republic of Belarus use security elements in the form
of inscriptions and figures with paint that glows in ultraviolet
rays.

A special feature of the protection of artistic postage stamps is
the originality of their execution. They complement the plot of
the postal miniature and are of interest to philatelists.

New Year’s story

“We are patriots, we love our enterprise and our work,” shares
Irina Shipilova before showing the New Year’s stamps for
2023, which the publishing centre team has been working
on for about a year. “Usually for the winter holidays we issue
two stamps — one dedicated to the New Year, the other to
Christmas. Sometimes we add a third brand — to Kolyady. And
this year we made a large series for the first time, consisting of
eight stamps!”

By the way, New Year-themed stamps have been created in our
country for three decades, and this is about 50 stamps.

The unusual thing about this year’s project is that in artistic
miniatures the creative team was able to combine two themes
— anticipation of the holiday and... the work of the Belarusian
post office.

“We told the artist Viktor Chaychuk that we would like to show
operational aspects, introduced him to the company’s brand
book, showed him what mailboxes and bags of postal workers
look like, what corporate colours are used. It was decided to
present technical aspects using drawings that can take us back
to childhood, when on TV screens and good old postcards we
saw drummer bunnies, foxes, bears,” says Irina Shipilova.

It’s interesting to even just look for ‘postal’ details on stamps.
We see how Father Frost reads letters, how the forest post
office works, how birds bring correspondence, and a cheerful
snowman, responsible for motorcycle delivery, carries gifts.
This storyline is continued on envelopes and postcards. The
products in this series can be used in classes with children to
tell them about the holiday, about the work of the post office,
or you can come up with your own New Years stories based
on them.

Leading Designer of the Marka publishing centre Yevgenia
Bedonik tells how postal miniatures were created. First, the
artist made a large number of sketches in pencil. Some of them
were selected for further work. Somewhere the characters were

replaced, for example, in the drawings, instead of a raccoon,
which is not typical for the fauna of Belarus, a beaver appeared.
It would seem, well, what difference does it make who is in the
fairy-tale picture! But collectors who follow postal traditions
and rules do not forgive anything.

After the sketches were approved, the drawings were drawn
in detail using watercolours, coloured pencils and black ink.
Next, the designer got involved in the work.

“I start working when all the illustrations are ready. Looking at
them, I understand what the stamp and stamp sheet will look
like, which illustration is suitable for the First Day envelope,”
shares Yevgenia. The designer can replace the background,
add small details, develop the artist’s idea and even create
an illustrated story based on all the mail thumbnails, create
beautiful margin artwork or coupons (thematic pictures that
reveal or complement a certain theme).

This is how a whole New Year’s fairy tale was created from
this year’s holiday stamps. Well, looking at these bright, warm
pictures, it’s impossible not to remember the past, when
we, young, with our mothers, took out postcards from our
numerous relatives from mailboxes, or, having just learned to
read and write, we ourselves diligently wrote out congratulatory
words for those closest to us.

Such a different holiday

“We have a special attitude towards developing an assortment
of New Year and Christmas themes. While waiting for the
holiday, receiving good news from a loved one is priceless. The
older generation especially understands this. And at the post
office we remember those times when there was a queue for
postcards. People did not buy one or two postcards, but took
them in packs. And then they signed it for their relatives more
than once,” notes Irina Shipilova. “Of course, we live in new
realities. The Belarusian Post is also developing technically,
offering new services, and the volume of emails is increasing.
But stamps, envelopes and cards are our good traditions. We
try to maintain interest in them: we reduce circulations, but
increase the range. At this stage, we also offer a large selection
of New Year-themed souvenirs: magnets, mugs, calendars,
stickers, etc”

Nowadays, there are no longer the same volumes of outgoing
written correspondence as before, but even among today’s
youth there are those who like to send and receive letters
and cards. There is an international project — postcrossing,
in which people from different countries exchange postcards.
On the eve of the winter holidays, they try to congratulate their
foreign friends, which means that beautiful New Year cards
and stamps will be especially in demand.

The range of double greeting cards is impressive. On them you
can see all the classic attributes of the holiday — Father Frost
and the Snow Maiden, New Year’s decorations, birds, clocks,
angels. There are postcards with state symbols. They can have
inscriptions in Russian and Belarusian. The new collection is
made using combined varnishing and thermal lifting.

“This year we began working with private collector Vladimir
Likhodedov. Based on materials from his collection, a series

of postcards I am writing to you... and Merry Christmas! were
released. Postcards from the early twentieth century are not at
all similar to those produced today. We simply repeated the
plots of old postcards, and gave explanatory information on
the reverse side,” said Irina Shipilova.

You can come to the Belarusian post office now to get in the
festive mood. The New Year’s programme has been completed
in full and has been sent to the postal offices of the republic for
implementation.

The Post Salon, which is located at the Minsk Post Office, was
also immersed in the festive atmosphere. Here you can take a
photo near a Christmas tree decorated with handmade toys,
get acquainted with the chronicle of New Year’s issues over
three decades, and even place an order for the production of
your own postcard.

What features does the collection material have?

Postage stamps, being a collection material, not only do not
lose their material value over the years, but also acquire it.
Issued in a certain edition, they are sold out, their number on
sale decreases, and demand is constantly increasing.

The release of each postal miniature is at the same time
painstaking work, research work and, of course, creativity. And
we can say with confidence that the postal issues add up to a
bright, dynamic chronicle of the country. It is not for nothing
that the apt expression ‘a postage stamp is the calling card of a
country” has long become popular.

Yelena Dedyulya
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This is the slogan of the 29th
Festival Listapad, which w:
17th-24th. This year, filmg
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beauty and hopes that we will all'k
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and watching films from different countt!

The official opening of Listapad, this brand forum, took
place in the capital’s Dom Kino cinema. Everything was
bright, festive, with the obligatory red carpet, the shine of
spotlights, flashes and specific sounds of working photo and
television cameras, musical hits, animation and fun, radiant
smiles of ladies, floor-length dresses and elegant tailcoats
with bow ties, the scents of different perfumes that created a
single a niche scent that enveloped and united everyone that
November evening.

Famous Belarusian and Russian actors, film critics,
screenwriters and film directors walked along the red carpet.
It was also a place of communication for many participants
in the celebration. Among the guests one could notice Valeria
Gushchina, director of the Russian Film Actors Guild, a
regular guest of Listapad. This is what she said that day a little
earlier to journalists at a press conference, “I remember very
well how 29 years ago Rostislav Ivanovich Yankovsky invited
me to be part of a small delegation at that time, which was
going to Minsk for the first time to a new film festival. And
today, fortunately, his work continues. I think that at one
time Rostislav Ivanovich wanted to give Belarus a huge, huge
holiday. And he did it somehow easily, unobtrusively. And we
were happy because we felt inseparable from the other peoples
of the vast Soviet Union. Yes, this is our common past. But
life goes on. The festival today shows the best films from all
over the world and discovers young names. And I wish the
film forum special success, because I believe in young people.
Why has Listapad captivated me for 29 years? Because the
programme that should be implemented at the festival is
always clearly visible. And this is not just a demonstration
of new films. This includes signing cooperation agreements.”
Valeria Aleksandrovna came to the festival with a gift for
the recently appointed general director of the Belarusfilm
film studio, Yuri Aleksei: she brought a rare book about the
history of the Union of Cinematographers of Russia. Yuri
Maryanovich, by the way, also walked among the guests. At
the traditional press conference, held in the morning on the
opening day of the festival at the Press House, he told us: the
most spectacular category promises to be Fiction Cinema.
Personally, the director, ashe putit, reallylikes documentaries,
which were also widely presented at Listapad.

The Chinese delegation was especially popular with most of
my colleagues who surrounded the red carpet: producers,
actors, photojournalists and other workers from the Chinese
film industry came to us. Everyone at the film forum already
knew (such news spreads quickly in the film community)
that representatives of the Chinese film company Sichuan
Blue Eyes Film and Television Culture Media Co., Ltd., on the
eve of the next film festival Listapad, visited the Belarusfilm
film studio, where we discussed further cooperation. And at
the press conference they talked about the feature films that
will be presented at the festival — although, without going
into too much detail, so that it would be more interesting for
us to watch. “The film Butterfly Lovers is based on the famous
Chinese legend of lovers Liang Shanbo and Zhu Yingtai,
which is an intangible cultural heritage of China. This story

FILM FORUM - 2023

is similar to the story of Romeo and Juliet. The second film is
called Dark Forest, and it has a strong message on the topic of
anti-drug,” Lei Han, film and television actor and producer,
told reporters. And he added, “I have been working in the
film industry for many years. Now in China, many processes
associated with filming are done using modern technology
— without the use of human hands. In Belarus, people still
play the main role in the filming process, so we can say
that Belarusfilm has preserved the traditions and soul of
Belarusian cinema?”

B Waiting for the celebration
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By the way, at the press conference on the opening day of
Listapad, the future collaboration of Belarusian and Chinese
filmmakers was also discussed. “The main theme in the film
will be friendship and love between representatives of Belarus
and China, especially between young people;” said Lei Han.
“We would like to use this film to show how Belarusian and
Chinese youth live, to reflect the beauty of Belarusian nature,
traditions, and historical heritage. The main goal is to show
how, with the friendly peaceful coexistence of two peoples,
stability and order can be ensured throughout the world,
and that these are the main values that all humanity should
adhere to”

Foryourinformation, the film willbe filmed bothin Chinaand
in Belarus. The creative team will include specialists from two
countries. And, by the way, on the sidelines we have already
heard talk that now Belarusian actors, as well as cameramen,
directors and other film industry specialists, should start
studying Chinese at least at a basic level. Apparently, one
greeting ‘Nihao!” will not be enough for work. Moreover, the
official launch of the film project is scheduled for January
20th, 2024: in honour of the anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations between China and Belarus.

The large festive crowd included many students from the
Academy of Arts and the University of Culture and Arts. We
also saw the faces of some diplomats from countries friendly
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B On the red carpet are Belarusian, Russian
and Chinese actors, film directors, film critics, and
screenwriters. Among them are Vera Polyakova,
Honoured Artist of Belarus, Vyacheslav Nikiforov,
Belarusian and Russian film director, Lei Han,
Chinese film and television actor, producer,
Valeria Arlanova, Honoured Artist of Belarus,
Chinese delegation representing the film industry
of the Celestial Empire, as well as Aleksandr
Yefremov, Chairman of the Minsk International
Film Festival Listapad, theatre and film director,
artistic director of the Film Actor Theatre Studio.

to Belarus, familiar from other cultural events. In particular,
the Ambassador from Zimbabwe, who happily took a photo
with us, showed great interest in the Minsk Film Forum.

Vera Polyakova, Honoured Artist of Belarus, a former
TV presenter, and now the head of the Theatre for Young
Spectators, walked brightly along the red carpet. However,
we previously presented it to the readers of the Belarus
magazine. This time I managed to interview her briefly. And
this is what she said, “Thanks to the festival, once a year we
have the opportunity to show ourselves, talk about ourselves,
show our creativity. We work all year to be able to submit our
paintings to the competition. Like a theatre festival, a film
forum is needed so that serious, thoughtful professionals in
their field appreciate your work. After all, it is very important
when we exchange some opinions with each other, when we
show whatkind of cinema is in other countries, when we share
our aspirations, problems as well. We also establish contacts
here and conduct negotiations. It seems to me that this is
not just a meeting of friends, but it is also a very cool, cool
communication and collaboration... I played various roles
at the festival: in the competition programme, as the host of
the ceremony, and simply as a guest star. But over the years,
one thing has not changed — the warm atmosphere of joy,
meeting with those people whom you love and appreciate. It
happens that in a whole year we don’t meet and communicate
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as much as we do in this week of Listapad. I hope that we
will bomb the thirtieth festival so that the whole world will
know about us. I sincerely wish this, and I am ready to help
in every possible way, because I would like the anniversary
festival Listapad to have a red carpet on Oktyabrskaya Square,
as it happened before. Or so that its opening will take place
in the Palace of the Republic in the Great Hall, and so that all
movie lovers can enjoy this wonderful event”

Soon, the hosts of the red carpet ceremony, Honoured Artist
of Belarus Ruslan Chernetsky and TV presenter Yekaterina
Tishkevich, invited us to the auditorium, where the festive
opening of the festival awaited the public. The Presidential
Orchestra of Belarus under the baton of maestro Vitaly
Kulbakov set the solemn tone for the entire performance.
To the sounds of music that announced the beginning of the
celebration, Deputy Prime Minister of Belarus and Chairman
of the Festival Organising Committee Igor Petrishenko stood
on the stage of Dom Kino to announce the greetings of the
Head of State. The warm words of Aleksandr Lukashenko
are addressed to the guests and participants of the film
forum, this beautiful universe living according to the laws
of humanism and spirituality. “For several holidays, Belarus
will unite a whole galaxy of star and very young filmmakers,

whose art is based on the high ideals of truth and goodness —
qualities for which our state is rightfully famous.” Aleksandr
Lukashenko expressed confidence that the event, held this
time under the motto ‘Creating the Future] will give many
positive emotions to fans of modern cinema and will become
a powerful incentive for further popularization of the ideas of
peace and friendliness. The Head of State wished the guests
and participants of the festival a great mood, inexhaustible
inspiration and success in all their endeavours. And we
remind readers that Listapad has always been and is being
held under the patronage of the President of the Republic
of Belarus Aleksandr Lukashenko, who sincerely loves
cinema and has established special prizes to reward festival
participants, which are awarded at the opening and closing
ceremonies of Listapad.

An important and honourable mission — to present a special
Presidential Prize ‘For the preservation and development of
traditions of spirituality in cinema’ — was also carried out
by Igor Petrishenko. This year, by decision of the Head of
State, the winner of the valuable award was the theatre and
film director, chairman of the Listapad film festival, artistic
director of the Film Actor Theatre Studio, People’s Artist of
Belarus Aleksandr Yefremov. Accepting the prize, he said in
response, “I am extremely grateful to the Head of State for
this award. This is a huge honour and a huge responsibility
that I am aware of. The festival began with the assistance
and serious participation of Aleksandr Grigorievich. His
attention to our festival is honourable and obliges us a lot.
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I hope that we can cope and the next festival will be held
with dignity, like all the previous ones. I thank you again for
this prize” Aleksandr Yefremov also remembered Rostislav
Yankovsky, People’s Artist of the USSR, who led the festival
for many years, as well as the director of Listapad, Valentina
Stepanova, who put a lot of effort into making this festival
find its identity. “I won’t forget how happy Rostislav
Ivanovich was that this festival took place, and that the
next one would be coming soon, and how he certainly read
poetry. He understood that one must speak about art in
the high style of which poetry is capable,” said Aleksandr
Vasilyevich and he himself read a quatrain from one of his
favourite poets, the greatest Chinese poet Li Bo of the Tang
Dynasty, who is called ‘the Chinese Pushkin’ As far as he,
according to Yefremov, was harmonious in relation to the
world, so harmonious are his poems: ‘In the flowing water
there is an autumn moon //. There is peace and quiet on the
quiet lake //. And the lotus wants to tell me about something
sad // So that my soul would be full of sadness. And he read
the second poem — this time by Yevgeny Yevtushenko (a
Russian poet, his mother, by the way, had Belarusian family
roots), which the poet addressed to all people who are
trying to create something unique and dear to them. From
the lips of Aleksandr Vasilyevich it sounded like a prayer, at
the end of which there were the following words: ‘Oh, God,
let me be a poet! / Don’t let me deceive people’

“Oh, God let me be a poet! Don’t let me deceive people”
As you know, if we like something - whether people, the
books we choose to read, or poetry — then this speaks about
our inner world, our desires, and characterises ourselves.
This is how Aleksandr Yefremov indirectly expressed his
desire for the truth of life in relation to his work. There was
also hope in his words that the film festival would bring
films that ‘won’t deceive’ us, but will convince us of the
creative viability of those who created them.
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B In the photo, the Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the

Zimbabwe in the Republic of Belarus
Ignatius Graham Mujimba with translator
Yulia.

Republic  of

B Guest from China

B The ceremony was hosted by Ruslan
Chernetsky, Honoured Artist of Belarus and
TV presenter Svetlana Tishkevich

By the way, before Aleksandr Yefremov broke a traditional
plate on stage — for good luck! — on the film camera tripod
and declared the festival open, he explained to the public why
the slogan ‘Creating the Future!” was chosen for the festival,
“We just need to understand each other. There are many of
us today, representatives of different countries, but we dream
of the same thing. The future is not so far away. This is not a
Fata Morgana or some castles in the clouds. It is much closer:
the future is us. But what are we? What do we do, what do
we hope for, what do we dream about? And what are they
capable of for the sake of these dreams? So what do we need?
So that there is peace on Earth, so that the country prospers,
is prosperous, so that children grow up happy, and a bright
and happy future awaits them. And so that we can be calm
for our loved ones. And so that there are more films about
a happy life. Yes, it doesn’t seem to be as much as it seems
at first glance. But no: that’s a lot! And in order for this to
happen, we need to do alot, alot... I wish for all of us that our
future will be the way we dream and imagine it. Be happy
everyone! Prosperity to the festival! Lots of good movies, lots
of interesting meetings!”

So, the plate was broken, congratulations were heard from
the presenters on the opening, applause in the hall and the
festival anthem. Popular performers and theatre artists of
the country, in particular the Bolshoi Theatre of Belarus,
famously sang famous film tunes and timeless hits. Listapad,
as the hosts of the ceremony said, is a big story that was
created by talented and extraordinary people who gave their
strength for the formation and development of cinema.
The song Thank You Everyone! was dedicated to them who
passed away. based on poems by the Russian poet Vladimir
Ilyichev and the Belarusian composer Leonid Shirin. It
was soulfully performed by the incomparable Aleksandra
Gaiduk, a Belarusian actress and singer, laureate of the Order
of Francysk Skaryna. The audience listened to her standing.

Y

And on the screen at the back of the stage flashed the faces
of departed film directors, screenwriters, theatre and film
actors.

During the opening ceremony of the festival at Dom
Kino, Yelena Spiridovich, Honoured Artist of Belarus and
permanent host of the international arts festival Slavianski
Bazaar in Vitebsk, also appeared on stage. She spoke about
the development of the film festival in its early years, and
also shared her thoughts on why the Listapad film festival
arouses such great interest among viewers, “Because the
audience was and remains the main characters at Listapad.
It’s not for nothing that for the first 15 years it was they who
decided the fate of the main festival prize: the audience voted
and awarded Listapad gold.
When Rostislav Yankovsky
invited me to become the
host of the film festival,
it was then called the
International Film Festival
of the CIS and Baltic
Countries. The festival
was very necessary for
Belarus, first of all for
viewers — people who
not only loved cinema, but
also wanted to know what
new and interesting things
were happening in the
world of cinema and what
had happened over the

B Director of Belarusfilm
studio Yuri Alexey

B |gor Ugolnikov, actor, film director,
screenwriter, producer, TV presenter, chairman
of the jury of a fiction-film competition

FILM FORUM - 2023

B Vera Polyakova is in great
demand among television
journalists

B Kirill Khaletsky, Belarusian
film director made his debut with
the film Filmmakers, which opened
the film festival

past year. It was still very much needed by Belarusian film
masters — people who make smart, beautiful, high-quality,
professional films in our country. The festival is not only
about presenting your works, but about meeting colleagues
and filmmakers from different countries here, on your own
soil. And, of course, the Belarusfilm film studio and Minsk
cinemas needed it”

Through a movie screen and a comic song in imitation of
Figaro’s operatic aria, performed by Bolshoi Theatre soloist
Aleksey Makshantsev, the public was introduced to the
festival’s film programme, as well as members of the jury.
Its members included famous figures and leading experts
in the field of international cinema. The jury was headed
by Igor Ugolnikov, a Soviet and Russian actor, film director,
screenwriter, producer, and TV presenter. By the way, the jury
of the main feature film competition this year included two
representatives of the Chinese film industry. Lei Han, whom
we mentioned, is also the CEO of Sichuan Blue Eyes Film and
Television Culture Media Lei, as well as Wang Xiaomeng, film
producer, deputy of the Committee on Chinese Emigrants of
the National People’s Congress and chairman of the Huagiao
Association of Chinese Compatriots Organisations.

The creatively structured opening ceremony of the festival
on the stage of Dom Kino ended with the screening of a
feature film by the young Belarusian director Kirill Khaletsky
Filmmakers, dedicated to the 100th anniversary of the
Belarusfilm film studio.

As Kirill told reporters on the red carpet, the film tells the
story of a young director Nikolai Khrulev, who is assigned to
a film studio after graduating from a creative university. “He
is only taking the first steps in his creative career, dreaming
of making films. Kolya thinks that, having been assigned to a
film studio, he will be able to do alot, thatall doors will be open
to him, but in life it turns out that not everything is so simple.
And yet he stubbornly pursues his goal... I like that the film
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was created in tandem by young and experienced creative
people. The young people brought the necessary passion, a
new look and a new vision to the film, and the experienced
ones shared their experience and secrets of working correctly
in the ‘big cinema...”. Kirill Khaletsky also admitted: it is a
great honour for him to open the 29th Minsk International
Film Festival Listapad, when both a sophisticated viewer and
expert filmmakers are in the hall.

“It’s great,” he said, “that the film will be widely released in
the future”

Briefly speaking about the film, the most important thing
about it, apparently, is that its tone is optimistic, the film
was made with talent, with subtle humour and many film
allusions — light references to the past. And besides, the film
successfully resonated with the festival’s slogan: creating the
future. The film exudes the freshness of youth, which knows
how to live in the moment — today, now. At first glance, the
film is a clip film, all made up of disparate puzzles that are
eventually put together. It becomes clear why the creators
needed all this. And you understand: modern young people
know how to appreciate and respect the experience of their
older colleagues, if they are honest and truthful in their work.
They know how to make friends and love, and also treat with
humour the difficulties that are inevitable on the path of
creative search.

This year, the festival received 2,087 applications from 107
countries. For comparison: in the past — about 1400 from
86 countries. The geography of participants covers Europe
and Asia, Latin America and Africa. Leaders in the number
of applications in the feature film competition: India, Iran,
Pakistan. Interesting projects from the Russian Federation
have been proposed for display. Screenings in Minsk took
place in four cinemas: Dom Kino, Belarus, Tsentralny and
Pioner.

The Pioner Cinema was the main venue for the children’s
film festival. 317 works from more than 20 countries were
submitted to the film competition for children and youth

64 BENAPYCb.BELARUS
NOVEMBER 2023

B The solemn tone of the opening ceremony
on stage was set by the Presidential Orchestra of
Belarus conducted by maestro Vitaly Kulbakov

B On stage - the incomparable Alexandra
Hajduk

Listapadzik. The selection was strict, and only 8 films were
included in the competition programme.

The Belarus cinema screened films presented as part of
the animation and Cinema of the Young competitions. At
Tsentralny they showed films from the program of the main
feature film competition.

In the first days of the festival, we were able to watch a film
that won international film festivals, which arrived at the film
forum from Japan. Cat Island, directed by Yuji Nomura, tells
the story of how a chance discovery and a mysterious woman
can turn the protagonist’s life upside down.

We also watched a documentary film by Belarusian
filmmakers Ozarichi. Polyssia Tragedy, which was presented
by SorokoVid Production Centre. It was a non-competition
screening at the Belarusfilm film studio. Thematically similar
to this work was the film by their St. Petersburg colleagues,
The Last Witness, in which the directors address people who,
each in their own way, experienced the hardships of the
Great Patriotic War, using the means of cinema to illustrate
and comprehend their everyday stories. At a creative
meeting with the audience, the famous writer, entrepreneur,
and producer Valery Soroko spoke about why he turned to
cinema. The son of a war veteran, who himself went through
difficult trials in life, Valery Illarionovich invests his money in
creating documentaries that help people distinguish between
good and evil, appreciate their history and cultural heritage,
telling about famous people.

Film Ozarichi. Polyssia Tragedy tells how in February-March
1944, the Nazis drove more than 50 thousand civilians into
the swamps near the village of Ozarichi behind barbed wire
and used bacteriological weapons there for the first time: they
infected the prisoners with typhoid fever. For what? To create
a ‘human shield’ in front of the advancing Soviet troops. Olga
Daineko, a 96-year-old witness to those terrible events, talks
about this terrible crime. She managed to survive the swamp
hell, and then was reborn to a new life. The director of the
film, Valery Korolev, believes that the example of such people

B An important and honourable mission — to present a special
Presidential Prize ‘For the preservation and development of traditions of
spirituality in cinema’ — was also carried out by Igor Petrishenko. This
year, by decision of the Head of State, the winner of the valuable award
was the theatre and film director, chairman of the Listapad film festival,
artistic director of the Film Actor Theatre Studio, People's Artist of Belarus
Aleksandr Yefremov.

B Soon the traditional plate for luck at the festival will be broken

is priceless for all of us, “Olga Andreyevna was able to survive,
got married and gave birth to 5 sons. She has 16 grandchildren
and 22 great-grandchildren. In her mature years, she retained
a clear mind and a wonderful sense of humor.” It is worth
noting that the film Ozarichi. Polyssia Tragedy was watched
by spectators in 40 cinemas and schools in Belarus during
the festival.

Cinemas Dom Kino, Tsentralny and Pioner were the main
venues for showing out-of-competition films. The film
festival, as already mentioned, started simultaneously in all
participating cities by region. Both in large regional cinemas
and in small cinema outlets in agricultural towns and schools,
competitive and non-competition films were shown in full.
We learned about this even before the start of the festival from
the executive director of the film festival, Alesya Zhornikova.
“The cinema presented at the festival this year, which is made
for the viewer, is not bohemian cinema, not art house. These
are films in which we do not see attempts to create some new
film language. This is a movie that will talk about people,’
Aleksandr Yefremov briefly described the films presented at
Listapad. “Each country shows its people in pictures. But it is
surprising that in many of them the problems raised become
common for the entire cinematic space, for all viewers who
love cinema, know and want to see themselves in this film,
their own feelings, their own thoughts and the belief that the
world is fair”

This is what it is, our Listapad. We can say that what films are
selected for screening, what directions for creative search the
organisers welcome — this has its own philosophy. Well, as

a familiar film critic wisely noted at one of the meetings, the
main problem in cinema was and remains the problem of
choice. However, is she only the main character in movies?
The organisers of the Minsk Film Forum formulate their
goals very clearly: they are creating the future. Belarusians are
for creative cinema. Moreover, such a positive film message
to the peoples of the world (2087 applications from 107
countries!), as we see, finds a living echo among filmmakers
from different countries and continents. And this request for
creation and peace, of course, is in tune with the Year of Peace
and Creation in Belarus.
Valentina Zhdanovich
Photo by the author
P.S. For more information about the Minsk International
Film Festival Listapad, its programme, participants,
winning films in various categories and about the festival
jury, visit the film festival website: https://listapad.org/
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THE CHAUFFEUR EFFECT OR THE

ILLUSION OF KNOWLEDGE

The distortion that destroyed empires and

prevents each of us from living

Common mental traps include persistence (continuing to do something that has lost value
to us), procrastination (putting off solving any task until the last minute) and its opposite —
preemption (starting too early). Simply put, mental traps are our wrong actions and actions,
which are sometimes based on mistakes, misconceptions and lead to loss of time. At the same
time, we are absolutely sure that we are doing everything right.

One of these traps can be called the ‘illusion of knowledge’ or the ‘chauffeur effect. What is it
and how did it get its name anecdotally? How is it dangerous for ourselves and society? How
to determine whether the chauffeur in front of you is a ‘chauffeur’ or a real professional? And
how can each of us get rid of the ‘chauffeur’ mentality? A neurosurgeon, a researcher at the
Department of Brain Tumours of the Republican Scientific and Practical Centre of Oncology and
Medical Radiology named after N. N. Alexandrov, and a teacher at the Department of Neurology
and Neurosurgery at the Institute for Advanced Studies and Retraining of Healthcare Personnel
of the Belarusian State Medical University Gumen Ghorbannijad talks about this.

“The ‘chauffeur effect’ is considered one of the most
common mental traps. Why?”

“From childhood we are taught that man is the most perfect
being, the pinnacle of creation. But it’s not right. If we were
told from childhood that a person is imperfect, has a large
number of shortcomings and must constantly work on
himself, doubt more, then we would think more.

Man is imperfect in everything. If an engineer built our
body, he would make it stronger so that we would not
break limbs when we fall from our height. I would make
the larynx longer so that we don’t choke when we drink or
eat. Our body has numerous physiological deficiencies; we
are imperfect. And one of the imperfections is our brain.
It makes many mistakes and distortions in concepts and
conclusions. The simplest distortion is a mirage, when we
see water instead of sand.

One of the mistakes that our brain makes if it is not trained
is that it is not important to us what is said, but who says it.
If something is said by a person who we like and who suits
our thinking, then we perceive him better. If a person whom
we do not like or consider to be our enemy says the same
thing, then we will not trust his words.
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Another example of distortion. When one young man
asked the priest if it was possible to smoke during prayer,
he replied that it was forbidden, since it was a great sin. And
another then asked differently, “If I smoke, can I pray?” Of
course, the priest answered. “The more you pray, the more
God will remember you” Essentially the same question,
opposite answers.”

“Let’s return to the ‘illusion of knowledge. Where does
the name ‘chauffeur effect’ come from?”

“When the physicist Max Planck received the Nobel Prize
for the discovery of quantum mechanics, he spent a long
time touring European universities with lectures, explaining
his revolutionary discovery. Each time he was accompanied
by the same chauffeur, who then jokingly said that he had
already heard this lecture so many times that he could read
it himself. To which Max Planck instantly agreed.

At the next university, the driver gave a lecture on quantum
physics, and since in 1919 people did not know what the real
Max Planck looked like, no one noticed the substitution.
Moreover, the driver confidently answered all the standard
questions from the audience, because he had also heard the

answers to them many times. And only in response to an
unusual question from a specialist, the driver said ‘well, this
is such a simple question that even my driver can answer it}
and pointed to Max Planck standing next to him.

This real-life anecdote is nevertheless an example of a
fundamental phenomenon that is extremely common in
groups of people formed along some professional principle
— for example, scientists, doctors, politicians or investors.
This effect has existed for a long time and has been widely
used for political and other purposes”

“What is its essence?”

“Only a few people are truly professionals (Max Plancks)
who are at the forefront of their industry. There are many
more imitator chauffeurs. They learn the role and answers
to standard questions. They receive respected degrees or
other evidence of their professional worth. They perfect
their confident appearance, they are calm, their speech is
convincing. Outwardly, they are absolutely indistinguishable
from Max Plancks. But they remain imitators — in non-
standard situations where the expertise of professionals is
needed, they are useless.

Moreover, it does not matter what level of education a person
has or what position he holds, he has such distortions, and
this causes global damage to our society, life and thinking.
Many people, no matter what sphere they come from —
medicine, economics, religion, management, culture —
are a little ‘chauffeurs. We encounter them every day and
sometimes we ourselves are a little ‘chauffeurs. And the
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more ‘chauffeurs’ we are, the more we can influence others.
If you take three people, one of whom is completely
unprofessional, the second is a student, the third is a
professor, who will apply for the position of head of the
enterprise, and the workers must vote, they will most likely
choose an unprofessional, since he is a bigger ‘chauffeur’
He does not know the laws of economics, the intricacies of
production and sales, but he promises a lot — to raise the
plant to another level, increase wages, release new products.
The student, based on the little knowledge he has, will say:
perhaps we will release it, but perhaps it won't work out,
perhaps we will reach another level, but not a fact. But the
professor will say that first we need to reduce salaries and
fire some workers, after which we will achieve profitability...
He painted the most realistic picture of the future of this
plant and did not deceive anyone, but, unfortunately,
he will not get any votes. As a result, they will choose an
unprofessional, the plant will go bankrupt, everyone will
be left without work, but sometimes that’s how they choose.
Therefore, the ‘chauffeur’ effect is quite destructive.

Many doctors, because of their stereotyped knowledge,
having listened to an advertisement from a pharmacological
company, begin to prescribe some medications without
delving into what complications this may cause, and
ultimately risk harming the patient. A politician who does
not delve deeply, but knows the problems superficially, can
pursue policies that will lead to wars or the collapse of the
economy. ‘Chauffeurs’ see only the tip of the iceberg, and
to imagine its lower part, they need to go deeper into the
problem.”

“Are there examples in history when this mental trap was
used and changed the course of events?”

“The ‘chauffeur effect’ was used by Genghis Khan. He was
distinguished by the fact that he knew how to surround
himself with wise people. His adviser Yelu Chucai is famous
for his phrase, “An empire is conquered by horse and sword,
but it is not ruled by horse or sword” When Genghis Khan
captured Persia, he asked his advisers how to rule it, because
the occupied territory was much more developed. One of
the advisers proposed appointing not the smartest people
to the administration, arguing that in this state of affairs
they would gather around them people like themselves,
while the smart ones would scatter. But such people will
not betray Genghis Khan, because they will feel obliged, and
the empire itself will collapse. This shows how destructive
the chauffeur effect is.

It was used by the Anglo-Saxons during the colonial era.
To spend less on the army, they used such techniques.
The same ‘chauffeurs’ were appointed or promoted to
high positions, they collected their own kind in the
leadership, and professionals left because of this. As
a result, the country fell apart on its own. Therefore,
many sociologists believe that the ‘chauffeur effect’ is
a very dangerous trap for the individual himself and
for the development of society. Global decisions in
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politics, economics, medicine, religion, science, culture,
education are made by ‘chauffeurs’ who do not have
global knowledge.”

“How to determine whether imitative ‘chauffeurs’ or real
specialists are running an industry or an enterprise?”
“If we see a large number of high-ranking economists, but
the economy in this country is not developed, then most
of them are clearly ‘chauffeurs. The same thing, if there are
many specialists in the field of medicine, but medicine is
at a low level, or a large number of military men with high
ranks, but the army is weak, this indicates that the number
of ‘chauffeurs’ prevails over real specialists.

It must be said that when the process of globalization is
underway in the world, in order to mitigate its impact
and stand firmly on its own two feet, each country needs
to strive to accumulate more real specialists, and not

>

‘chauffeurs’

“What is the danger of the ‘chauffeur effect’ for each of
us?”

“Every person, no matter what academic degree he has or
what level of knowledge he has, from time to time succumbs
to the illusion that he has completely understood the
situation and found a way out. In fact, he may be mistaken
and see only the top.

Therefore, we should admit that we are imperfect and
remember that sometimes we are ‘chauffeurs’ — some
more, some less. And every time we are going to draw some
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conclusions, think carefully so as not to fall into the trap of
the ‘illusion of knowledge’

The danger of the ‘chauffeur’ psychology is that when
he encounters a real professional who seeks to explain
something to him or prove something with facts, the
‘chauffeur’ always wants to fire, expel, or destroy such a
specialist, since their ideas and opinions do not coincide
. Therefore, we must doubt more, listen more and accept
other opinions, reason. If we are self-confident, then we
do not perceive new knowledge, other opinions and,
finally, a world that is changing. This is the psychology
of the ‘chauffeur”

“Is it possible to somehow correct this defect?”
“In order for our brain to do this and reach a new level, we
need a collision of two opposing opinions — they are called
thesis and antithesis. The result is a new opinion, which
is called synthesis. When we say, ‘I think so, period, what
does that lead to? There will be no clash of opinions and no
synthesis will emerge.
Based on the fact that over time our own knowledge increases
and human knowledge grows, the synthesis again turnsinto a
thesis, which in turn encounters an antithesis, which creates
a new synthesis. This is what we call the spiral development
of society. ‘Chauffeur’ thinking inhibits the collision of thesis
and antithesis for the emergence of new ideas. It’s not for
nothing that they say that you should always listen to your
enemy, because he will say what our friend does not say”
Yelena Kravets

PROFESSIONALS

AND THEN LIFE IS
LIKE A HOLIDAY

Yes, this is not always the case... Then the value of the holiday
increases many times over, says director Agata Motsko.

For her, any holiday must be justified: why can we rejoice?
She knows how to touch a nerve through backstories
and allusions, no matter what day of the calendar in
Belarusian history you have to imagine. But Agata is
the director of the most significant public festivals. This
is the kind of work when you have to represent Belarus,
its traditions and history. Day of
Belarusian Written Language or
Dozhinki — people must understand
where they are and why. Our
conversation is about what a holiday
is for herself.

“What is most important to you:
your own director’s version or our
national identity?”

“Mostly in my profession I come
across the problem that I need to
show Belarus. It is clear that we show it
through creative groups, musical and
artistic material. But these state events
are based not only on culture, but
also on our past, present and future.
Cultureisa partand, probably, a means
to show Belarus. And, for example, if
we are preparing the anniversary of
Belaz (Belarusian Automobile Plant),
we study the field of mechanical
engineering and immerse ourselves in
it. What’s important to me is not the director’s ambitious
implementation. 'm interested in showing that Belarus is
people. In particular, I think people are more interested in
what’s happening on stage because when they see or hear
something familiar, they immediately respond. Or if we
discover something completely new. For example, there
was an amazing story about how Belarusian fishermen
rebelled against the Pilsudski regime, or the dramatic
story of Bereza-Kartuzska — these are facts that need to
be told to people. Therefore, I consider myself a person
who searches, explores and shows history and reality using
the example of individual facts”

“If you take a single fact as a basis, then you have to
select teams with numbers that are suitable for this idea.

Does this mean that you have to know everything that is
being created in the country?”

“Yes, you need to be as aware as possible of what is happening
today in the creative environment, what artists are emerging.
But the idea of the concert does not depend on this.
Sometimes it comes quite unexpectedly. For example, I love
traveling around Belarus. Sometimes
you talk to some old lady, and she
tells interesting stories of her family
or her locality. For example, in our
village I always saw metal stars, old,
sometimes painted, on the corners of
houses. Mom onceasks: ‘Doyouknow
what this means?’ ‘No. “This means
that veterans lived in these houses
after the war! I understand that this is
a tradition that was founded in Soviet
times; our generation may not know
about it. But today there is continuity
of this tradition: signs on houses
indicating that a veteran of the Great
Patriotic War lives here. And I'm
trying to play up this fact — the past
and the present, in order to convey
this information to people. After all,
not everyone travels through villages
and pays attention to the stars on the
houses.

And if we talk about groups, then this is already a creative
moment, my personal intuition also works, who can portray,
show, sing better. There is an understanding that there must
be folk and honoured artists in the concert. But if we want to
celebrate a regional feature, then we want a group associated
with this region to perform. For a team from the outback to
reach the big stage. We try to do everything to ensure that the
level of recording or phonograms of these groups or artists
from the people corresponds to today’s show technologies”
“How much has technology made it easier for directors to
complete tasks?”

“Solving some problemshasevenbecome more complicated...
Previously, people went to concerts to listen to music or good
words. Today everyone surfs the Internet, watches a lot —
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we perceive everything visually. The word ‘spectator’ is more
suitable for today than the word ‘listener’, hence there are
more demands on the quality of the show. I strive to use
technology as much as possible. The show itself is written in
advance. The director not only has to say where the lighting
is needed, but where the special effects are needed. There
is a concept of time codes (this is how it works all over the
world), that is, you can press one button and the entire two-
hour show will go on without stopping. It is important to use
technologies today; they help provide entertainment so that
the viewer is surprised, involved, and impressed.”

“And all this time you are inside this process, and in
the end you look at what happened and what could be
changed, or are you still in charge?”
“T am 100% in charge, but I am

not behind the scenes, but at the

console, where all the technologies

from sound to kinetics are collected.

Because there are different cases,

because technology is a ‘digit’ that

can fly at some point, and it is not

always possible to notice in time that

something on the screen or an artist

is not at the right point on the stage.

Sometimes our artists get carried

away and forget that as part of the

show they must not only sing, but

also move. Sometimes the audience’s

emotions make adjustments. There

was an incident on National Unity

Day when one artist stopped exactly

on the line where the rollup for

projection should go down, and

at that moment I simply paused

everything...

Directing holidays all over the world

is considered a difficult field, because

you don’t have the opportunity to do another take, like in
movies. There are only two hours non-stop, and the viewer
sees all this immediately, he will remember your every
mistake. Therefore, it is very important to anticipate all
possible failures. You know the number and imagine what
pitfalls it might contain. But I have a very strong team, we
make the show in such a way as to always be as involved as
possible”

“When we watch concerts, everything is perfected, all
artists must understand where, when and how they should
behave on stage. How is this clarity achieved?”

“Clarity is achieved primarily through time. But, as a rule,
we always don’t have enough time for rehearsals. The second
important factor is the professionalism of the artists, from
soloists to ballet. First we have a stage where everyone
rehearses in their halls. Because on the set we have no right
to waste time, energy and resources looking for some kind of
mise-en-sceéne. This is the stage when everything is put into
place, checking how it looks on camera. There is a nuance
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in working with amateur groups, because they need more
time. For example, they need to dance on the stage of the
Palace of the Republic, and they are required to go through
the dance pattern correctly in 15 minutes, without losing
anything from the number. This is the difficulty. But this
is the beauty: when a kid comes out from the Belarusian
outback and dances, and several thousand people see him..”
“Is it very different when a director works with
professionals and with those who just love to sing and
dance? People are different, and there may be different
degrees of stardom.”

“There is such a word as ‘stardom’.. But I try to distance
myself as much as possible from communicating with
artists. Our team works in such a way that everyone has their
own task. We have a music producer
for all projects, Evgeniy Kurchich.
We determine that we would like
this or that artist to perform here,
for example. Zhenya or my assistants
contact them and clarify their
availability and willingness to work
for our task. And then designers,
choreographers, and arrangers

pi/ work with them. We meet with the

- A3EHb performers on the site, discuss where
- :ig?:g.?;‘; I want to see the artist, how hg should
; 5 8 - appear, and so on. My entire team

is involved in working with artists.
But this does not mean that I close
myself off from artists. If you have
questions, you can always ask me,
and I will answer”

“Directors are usually very
emotional people, due to the fact
that they have to control a lot.”
“Maybe it’s my character... T actually
started out as a film director. I
usually work as a director of crowd scenes and battle
scenes in films. This is a very difficult and dangerous
process. There, if you looked in the wrong direction or
were distracted, irreparable things could happen. And
I was the second director, who monitors the work of all
workshops. At the beginning, there were also emotions
on my part. But then I realized that if you can’t change
anything, then there’s no point in getting emotional. And
if you can change, then you need to talk to people. The
calm arose probably because I like talking to people to
solve problems.”

“How did you get into cinema? You graduated from the
University of Culture?”

“In my second year, it seems, I was called as a crowd
scene assistant for the filming of the film In June 41. And
such projects still happen. Recently there was filming in
Kazakhstan, I lived in Almaty for four months. It was a
movie musical based on the songs of the A-Studio group,
in which I was the director of crowd and musical scenes.”

“How often do such projects happen?”

“If I wanted, we would come more often. But today I have
already decided thatI wantto be in the country,  want to work
sincerely and do as much as possible for the people. Because,
it seems to me, at some point our holidays and our concerts
became the same. There is a general idea —Independence
Day, but everything is the same as on another holiday. And
when, while preparing a concert for Independence Day, you
get acquainted with some facts, immerse yourself in the
details of historical events, you begin to be proud of your
country. And when I celebrated the BelAZ anniversary, I
admit that I became a fan of these big cars. We worked with
the factory workers — we saw how talented the designers
are, how virtuoso the drivers are who drive these giants. So
far, T have a great desire to meet and introduce people to
what I see and feel”

“Who did you learn from?”

“I was very lucky. Firstly, I studied when Yadviga
Dominikovna Grigorovich was the rector, and I am grateful
to her beautiful Belarusian language. Plus, I studied with the
best directing teachers. These were Pyotr Adamovich Good,
Alexey Yakovlevich Kaminsky, Yulia Moiseevna Chernyak
— we had the whole cream of Belarusian directing at that
time, everyone who, in fact, created our festive culture,
laid its foundations. And the most important thing is that
our teachers were practicing directors. It was a blessing if
we were involved in organising holidays, even if it was just
necessary to serve flowers on stage. Because you got to know
the profession right on the set.

When we came to study, we received knowledge of how to
make holidays that were relevant at that time. There was not
a single extra item. The history of holidays from Ancient
Greece to the development of theatrical culture in Belarus was
raised. This all gives an understanding of the space, the site,
and so on. As for the traditional Belarusian holiday culture,
we immersed ourselves in it, starting with rituals. And they
correlated this with today — for example, festivals of national
cultures and the Day of Belarusian Written Language. By the
way, I remember the Day of Writing as a grandiose holiday,
which began with a large procession with city standards.
This year, since there was an anniversary holiday, I correlated
this tradition with a modern understanding”

“Is your mother, who encouraged her to pursue this
profession, now not worried that her daughter’s life is
hectic and rather stressful?”

“It happens that my mother is perplexed because of how she
sees my life. For example, I'm leaving for the village, and
someone calls me: urgently for a meeting! Mom says: ‘It’s like
you live according to the laws of wartime..” True, she’s proud.
But there was a moment when she said that she probably
shouldn’t have sent me into this profession. When I arrived
home, I just didn’t feel at all, and I just needed to recover: lie
in the grass and just look at the birch tree. This really helps.

I was born in Minsk, but spent my entire childhood in
Grodno. Mom worked in the city executive committee in
the cultural department, she is an architect and inspector

PROFESSIONALS

for the protection of architectural heritage. That’s why I love
Belarus and am interested in history. When the festival of
national cultures appeared in Grodno, my mother was one
of the workers’ organisers and accompanied the delegations.
I walked hand in hand with my mother from the very first
festival until the moment I left to go to university. And then
she returned as the director of this festival”

“Do you have enough time for anything else besides the
holidays?”

“Now I feel like ’'m missing my personal creativity. It is clear
that directing holidays is also creativity, and it is also very
personal. But I have an idea for two film scripts, and I'm
trying to approach them. It seems like I have time, I sit down,
work for a few days, and then get caught up on the holidays
again... I once talked with the famous architect Yuri Gradov,
who said: Tam working on several projects at the same time.
And when I realize that I'm a little out of breath in one of
them, I switch to another — and while 'm drawing, my
brain works better, Me too. I'm always working on multiple
projects, and when I think about one, I bring something new
to the other. Therefore, there are thoughts not only about the
holidays. There is also something that sits deep in your head
and won't let go”

“I have a principled approach to team selection. These are my
creative like-minded people. It is important for me that there
is a very good, kind climate in the group. Many will say that I
am a calm director, because I can’t stand panic, I don’t accept
hysterics at all, like any negativity. And the team selected good-

hearted people who are ready to adhere to the credo — to be
neat, cultured, positive people. In fact, all our concerts and
shows are born not in arguments, but in kindness, friendship,

even some kind of inner love, like in a family.”

“Those events that affected your family?”
“The theme of the Great Patriotic War is important in our
family. My dad is Belarusian, my mom is Russian, both my
grandmothers are children of war. But I was surprised by the
difference in their understanding of the war. Because one
grandmother from occupied Minsk joined the partisans,
and when they passed through the swamps, the police shot
at them to cut off the path... The second grandmother was
from near Smolensk. During the liberation of the city, they
were all sent to the trenches for safety. My grandmother,
as a child, ran from one end of the trench to the other.
Some soldier besieged her and said that bullets were flying
around. To which my grandmother said that they whistle so
beautifully... But it seems to me that the post-war period was
no less difficult, because there was nothing, and there were
no men, everything rested on women, thanks to whom life
was preserved and the country was restored..”
“Do you collect such stories and then it is reflected in your
concepts?”
“Yes, this is probably my main principle”

Larisa Timofhik
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EEEV VIV TNy I believe that Belarusians have every chance to be included
in this list. After all, as you know, at the end of last year at
the 17th session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO
in Morocco, a decision was made to include the Belarusian
category ‘straw weaving of Belarus: art, craft, skills’ in the
UNESCO list. And before giving the floor to my interlocutor,
let us clarify in general terms for the reader what this is.
The list, according to professionals, includes customs,
traditions, knowledge and skills that are passed on from
generation to generation. By the way, a convention was
signed in 2003, the purpose of which is to preserve and
support these traditions throughout the world. To this
end, UNESCO supports its member states, promotes the
preservation of traditions and supports the environment
for the protection of intangible heritage, which is part of the
spiritual culture created by past generations, that withstood
the tests of time and which is passed on to descendants as
something valuable and revered. As for vytinanka, it is an
openwork pattern cut out of paper: black, white or coloured.
Or, to be more precise, it is a paper cutting technique. The
resulting decorative product can be a curtain, a napkin, a
panel, a ‘nabozhnik’ (this is a decoration around an icon or
crucifix in the ‘red corner’ of the house). Its main purpose is
to decorate the home. However, there are also vytinankas-
postcards, vytinankas-decorations, and also vytinankas-
illustrations. The basic principles of vytinankas remain
unchanged today: the main material in this technique is
paper, and the working tool is scissors.

FROM VYTINANKA TO
BELAZ, OR THE MAGICAL
POWER OF CRAFT

Among the artists of Belarus who create and strengthen a special world of
intangible historical and cultural values, the name of Natalya Kuletskaya is very
well known. And this autumn, the Belarusian art of vytinanka, which she is a true
master of, along with the unique Neglyubka textile tradition, is proposed to be
included in the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage.
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Our conversation with a member of the Union of Folk
Craftsmen of Belarus, a kindergarten teacher and
defectologist from Kossovo, in the Ivatsevichi District of
the Brest Region, Natalya Kuletskaya, is about a unique
national element of Belarusian culture — vytinanka.

“Natalya Mikhailovna, where do you think this art of paper
cutting came to Belarus from?”

“We know that the paper comes from China. Apparently,
they started cutting there for the first time. Wherever
it appeared, the art of paper cutting arose. There is
information that silhouette cutting was widespread in
Europe — these are portraits, in Latin America — themed
cutting, in other countries, including our neighbours,
something of their own...

Iam inclined to assume that the vytinanka also has its own
Belarusian roots: its prototype can be called seals from the
so-called letters of the Grand Duke of Lithuania Vytautas.
I read somewhere that the archives of Vilnius State
University contain several 16th-century vytinankas. They
were made by officials during breaks between working
on documents. Before the people had the opportunity to
cut out openwork patterns from paper, there was already
a tradition of decorating houses with cuttings on fabric,
openwork patterns from bark (for example, birch bark),
even on dried leaves. Therefore, I think the development
of paper vytinankas should be counted from the 16th
century, when the first domestic paper mill was founded
in Nesvizh in 1560. By the beginning of the 18th century,

B Fragment of the triptych The Nativity of Christ and the triptych My Belarus
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there were already about 30 of them. As soon as paper
became cheap and widely available, it began to be actively
used in everyday life”

“Please explain to us what the word ‘vytinanka’ means.”

“Vytinanka — thisishowthe word soundsin the Belarusian
language — is a derivative of the word ‘vytsinats, that is,
‘to diligently draw a melody or pattern, ‘to do something
painstaking, requiring a lot of attention and diligence’ As 1
already said, itappeared in Belarus in the 16th century and

B Mosaic of vytinankas by Natalya Kuletskaya

reached its peak at the beginning of the 19th century. In
folk art it has acquired all the properties of traditional fine
art. This is decorativeness, symbolism, and utilitarianism.
From thin white paper, our ancestors cut out openwork
curtains for windows (firankas) and decorations for red
corners in the house, as well as roosters, angels and stars
(‘snowflakes’). These figures were also glued to the glass
of windows.”

“I remember well how, as a child, I also cut out snowflakes
and pasted them on the window before the New Year and
Christmas...”

“And I did that. After all, I come from the village of
Chemely, Ivatsevichi District. And both my grandmothers
had vytinankas-karunkas in their huts. On the shelves...
My mother’s mother is from the village of Korachin, this

74 BENAPYCb.BELARUS
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is deep Pollysia. I remember that even in her pantry the
shelves were decorated with karunkas. In the Western
regions of Belarus, as far as I know, even multi-layer
multi-coloured vytinankas developed, which were also
called ‘vykleyankas’ (from the word ‘glue’ in Belarusian),
since layers of different colours were cut out separately
(while maintaining one of the key rules — a design cut
from one sheet of paper, should continue to ‘hold on,
without falling apart into separate fragments), and then
glued layer by layer onto white or coloured thick paper..”

“Do you think vytinanka is a purely feminine art?”

“I believe, not only women, but also children, and
men too, were engaged in cutting out vytinanaks. All
family members tried to decorate their home in some
way, including with vytinankas. For example, complex
pictures were cut out of black or purple paper, which
looked beautiful against the backdrop of a whitewashed
stove or wall. Over time, real masters appeared who stood
out for their talents in this area; they performed work to
order, and their work later served as models for copying
and borrowing. The pattern remains, as I already said, to
this day. In recent decades, it has experienced a rebirth in
urban everyday culture: it is used to decorate windows,
shop windows during holidays and to attract attention in
interiors in public places. I think vytinanka has reached
the professional level”

“But paper products are so short-lived... They turn
yellow...”

“And there’s nothing wrong with that. A person needs to
constantly create, this need is inherent in us by nature. If
the vytinanka turns yellow, we'll cut a new one! There must
only be desire and ability. Yes, paper decorations, especially
white ones, quickly lose their appearance: they curl and
become covered with dust, so they were ‘updated’ and
replaced with new ones before Christmas and Easter. And
the old ones were most often burned — extremely rarely

MASTERS

foreign ones: Chinese, Lithuanian, Polish. And, of course,
our traditional art form. She showed me how to work with

paper”

“By then you knew what it was...”

“Certainly! I remember well the firanka curtains on the
windows of my Pollysia grandmother. I also remember how,
as children in her hut, from a shelf covered with vytinankas,
we, the grandchildren, would take out a vase of sweets and,
sometimes, we would catch the edge of the vytinanka and

B These works by the folk artist of Belarus participated in the traditional festival Three Feasts, which took
place in Moscow in August 2023

preserved in order to have a sample of the pattern. New
patterns for the home could be cut out yourself, ordered
from a craftsman, or even bought at

a fair?

“How did you come to vytinanka?”
“It all started with additional
education. In 2002, while working
here in Kossovo as a preschool
teacher, I went to advanced training
courses in Brest. And there we were
taught unconventional ways of
working in appliqué. The courses
were taught by teacher Nina
Mikhailova. And she showed us
the vytinanka at its best. Including

4 With the large scissors
that Natalya Kuletskaya holds in
her hands, they sheared the
sheep, not only cut out
vytinankas. They belonged to her
mother Maria Yermachek, who
was also a teacher at the
beginning of her career
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damage it. The paper is delicate, thin... And grandma saw
this, and then forced us to cut out new vytinankas. The
art of vytinankas in our area in the form of firankas and
sub-patterns was common. There was also a ritual fabric; it
was used to decorate the coffin with the deceased. But the
pattern there was not a complex, it was modest and used
crosses.”

“It turns out that the courses contributed to the awakening
of your creative abilities?”

“You cansay so. Theart of vytinanka made a huge impression
on me. We tried to cut out snowflakes there, so I tried to
cut them at home. Maybe I used up five packs of paper
until I could get something right. I already went to the first

7 6 BEJIAPYCb.BELARUS
NOVEMBER 2023

competition with a small creative baggage of firankas. This
is what window curtains are called — I repeat this for those
who are not in the know. And the whole family went to the
Under the Roof of Your House competition; my husband, a
carpenter, represented wooden products. The youngest son
was still a schoolboy and painted pictures. And then we
took second place in the Brest Region for family creativity.
From then on it went..”

“And they began to actively invite you to competitions?”

“Yes, including big ones. In 2019, I received the Grand Prix
at the Slavianski Bazaar in Vitebsk. I presented the Folk
Dances collection there. I completed it as homework. We
also did the work Three Trees Near the Mother’s House —

right at the republican competition Openwork Dreams. The
jury members watched the process itself: it was something
like a master class. By the way, every year Slavianski Bazaar
is dedicated to various Belarusian crafts: pottery, straw
weaving, vytinankas, weaving... And so on”

“Is there something similar in other countries?”

“In Ukraine, I know, such competitions were held before.
And in China. They are still taking place online. But there
are more exhibitions. The largest international exhibition is
the Lublin Kirmasz in Poland. I was there three times before
the pandemic. This is an incredibly beautiful celebration of
creativity. Masters of various types of art come there from
different European countries. About 40 people travelled
from Belarus”

“Are people interested in your works?”

“Certainly! I usually bring Chyrvony Kut (Red Corner): this
is a tent decorated in folk style. This is now appreciated.
Many people want to return to their roots, to traditions, to
get away from plastic. People have bought my icons before
and continue to buy them. Including in Moscow — there
was an exhibition there in the summer”

“What tool do you use?”

“These scissors (shows). Our grandmothers carved out
vytinankas with similar ones. In fact, they bought these
for another purpose: they used them to shear sheep. There
were usually no other scissors in the huts. Tailor’s ones were
used less often — only those who were engaged in such a
craft had them. And these are my mom’s scissors. She also
sheared sheep with them. My mother, Maria Vasilyevna
Yermachek, was also a teacher at the beginning of her
career. She completed pedagogical courses and taught in
primary classes at the Chemely school. This is how these
scissors cut (demonstrates). It’s large, as you can see, but you
can get used to it and make it smaller — but it takes a lot of

B Natalya Kuletskaya uses vytinanka for jewellery — in medallions, pendants,

brooches and earrings.
B With the painting Willow Buds

wanted, following Daria, to make a large-
scale composition The Nativity of Christ, in
three parts over time. The hardest part was
drawing everything. I spent more than a
month on this”

“Does your imagination tell you the themes
of your vytinankas?”

“There are completely original works, and
there are also borrowings. How can you
come up with something new in terms of
an icon and its composition? Of course, I

MASTERS

practice. Usually the firanka curtains on the windows in the
huts were simple. Uncomplicated, modest.”

“How do you come up with the idea of this or that design?”
“It happens differently every time. The idea of some works
takes a very long time to mature. Let’s say I had an idea
for a triptych My Belarus. At the beginning, I wanted to
make the Kossovo Palace (a unique monument of neo-
Gothic architecture of the 19th century is located in the
Belarusian town of Kossovo. For its fabulous image and
luxury, the palace of the Puslovsky counts (Kossovo
Castle) was called a ‘knight’s dream’). The palace became
decorative and very beautiful after restoration. And I
wanted to show and highlight its magnificence. But how to
implement this image by cutting it out? At first, of course,
I thought about architectural forms and lines. Then in my
imagination I created the surroundings around the palace.
After all, a picture should tell the viewer something. And
the vytinanka too. I tried to tell the story that the palace is
in a wonderful place, where there are many lakes: there are
five of them around. Therefore, look, there are even waves
below. And since this is the Brest Region, I also cut out the
bison. And there is also spruce, since in our area there are a
lot of coniferous forests. I also presented ‘rushniki’ (towels):
this is a symbol of Belarusian hospitality. Them I added
storks: as hope for the future, peace and prosperity. Plus I
cut out a rainbow above the castle..”

“And what is depicted on your vytinanka The Nativity of
Christ?”

“On the eve of Christmas there is a mystery in Nature.
Therefore, I wanted to convey, first of all, this atmosphere
of mystery. I really liked the work of the vytinanka artist
Daria Aleshkina: she is my fellow countrywoman, now
she lives in Ukraine. She works in huge forms: she cuts out
entire panels for windows and doors. Her grandmother
comes from the village of Mir, famous for its castle. So I also

BEJIAPYCb.BELARUS 7 7
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look at samples. I take something from the works of other
masters. Its not that I redraw them, I look at them and get
inspired by them. I study lines, the plasticity of images.
There are canons. And I style my works according to them.
Take for example the dance Kryzhachok. It seems that there
is a compositionally constructed image of it (similar to
the one on the Belarusian postage stamp), but he is also
mine. I studied this dance myself. Here’s the trick: the ducks
seem to follow each other. And this move is repeated in
different variations. And I also have ducks at the top: as a
hint to the viewer. So ideas come into my consciousness in
different ways. One day I went into a store and saw that the
girl there was beautiful. We talked, she asked: can you do a
portrait in the vytinanka style? And I tried it, made it from
a photograph. And the Secretary Bird! Did you know that it
is the only bird in nature with eyelashes? It simply amazed
me with its beauty. Looks a bit like a stork. This beauty can
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B AtBELAZ, in honour of the recent 75th anniversary of the enterprise, the winners of the
prestigious competitions Person of the Year 2023 and Youth Prize Laureate were named. The winner
of the youth prize was the youngest son of Natalya Kuletskaya, Sergei Kuletsky, who works as a design
engineer in the Design Calculation Bureau of the Department of the Chief Designer of the Scientific
and Technical Centre Named After A.N. Yegorov at BELAZ. The young specialist put a lot of effort into
the 200-ton hydraulic crawler excavator BELAZ BX20012.

be seen live on the Internet. One of my
latest works is swans. I was impressed
by them when I was vacationing in the
Narochanka sanatorium in the spring.
On the lake there I saw a lot of seagulls
and swans. Tall trees grow next to
the lake. I came to the building and
made a landscape right in the room.
Moreover, these works are not drawn,
but cut, as they say, from scratch. And here is the work of
2022 We Really Want Spring: Without Illness and Without
War (shows). You see, these are the buds of flufty willows.
I made it after Covid — that’s why the vytinanka has such
aname”

“Have you exhibited in Minsk?”

“Certainly! There was a huge exhibition in the University of
Culture gallery. And I always come to the festival-fair of folk
artistic crafts Vyasnovy Bouquet in May. I was in Alexandria
for two years in a row with an exhibition at Kupala Festival.
And I went to Moscow more than once. This year, there,
in Yekaterininsky Park, an exhibition dedicated to Kupala
was held. It was organised by the public organisation,
Belarusians of Moscow, with the support of the Embassy of
Belarus in Russia and our Ministry of Culture, as well as the
Department of National Policy and Interregional Relations

of the Moscow Government in partnership with the Centre
for Slavic Cultures. I took the triptych My Belarus there, as
well as many other small works.”

“Are you now the most famous person in Kossovo?”
“Well-known to some (laughs). As a People’s Master of
Belarus. In the book dedicated to the Belarusian vytinanka,
it is also written about me.”

“Does vytinanka help you when working with children with
special needs?”

“Yes, I also use vytinanka as an opportunity to work
with children. Here I illustrated the fairy tale How the
Hen Saved the Cockerel. Children with developmental
disabilities need detail at each stage of the fairy tale so
that they understand its meaning and then be able to retell
the plot. That’s why I made a vytinanka fairy tale. It is also
on YouTube. With the fairy tale, I entered the republican
competition Modern Technologies for Special Education.
It’s nice that I was awarded a diploma there. Now there is
another illustrated Belarusian fairy tale Cat with a Golden
Forehead. Then we also made an electronic manual, which
contains educational games. Thanks to them, play and
education are combined.”

“I see that you also use vytinanka in decorations?”

“In medallions, pendants, brooches and earrings. This is
(shows the pendant) the Tree of Life. The connection with the
ancestors is the root, the trunk is the present, and the crown
is the future: let’s say, the space of our descendants. And
birds are like disembodied souls... There are also pendants
with angels. I started making them because people want to
take something from the exhibition as a souvenir”

“Do you also use the image of the sun? Previously, even
spinning wheels were decorated with the sun...”

“There is no way to be creative without the sun. By the way,
I have a spinning wheel at home. Little one, my mother’s.
Her father, and my grandfather Vasil Zybaylo, was a good
craftsman, he made spinning wheels
so that you could sit on them and spin.
My grandmother had a large spinning
wheel, and my future mother had a
small one, a child’s one. She kept it,
and we spun together: I know how to
do it. Maybe this spinning wheel will
wait for my granddaughters. My sons
are not married yet”

“When the granddaughters appear, it
will be necessary to get sheep, so that
there will be yarn...”

“Well, if there are granddaughters, then
maybe we'll start it (laughs). Our house
is large, two-story and has a plot of 15
acres. And it has its own pond..”

MASTERS

“Do you live in Kossovo?”

“In the village of Dubitovo, 4 km from Kossovo, I go
to work by car. Nearby is a forest and the Grivda river.
Valery, my husband, is a jack of all trades. The easels for
the fabrics are his works, and he also makes the frames for
our son’s paintings himself”

“Are your sons already adults?”

“Aleksandr is 30, Sergei is 25. Sasha is a mechanical
engineer, graduated from Pinsk Industrial Pedagogical
College. Due to health reasons, he works as a security
guard at a school. For the soul he helps his father — they
recently built a log bathhouse. And the younger Sergei
works as a design engineer at BelAZ, in the Design
Calculation Bureau of the Department of the Chief
Designer of the Scientific and Technical Centre Named
After A.N. Yegorov. Since childhood, he loved to draw and
design. He graduated from the Kossovo School of Arts.
A talented guy, his works hang in our home, in the hall.
There are graphics, watercolours, and oil paintings on
canvas. The son continued his studies at the Belarusian
National Technical University as a mechatronics engineer.
And then he ended up working at BelAZ in Zhodino. Not
so long ago they built some kind of super bulldozer there,
so he came and told how they started it..”

“Is it possible that the young design engineer also masters
the art of vytinanka?”

“Actually, yes. After all, if a person is talented, then, as
they say, in everything. I sometimes think: in our family,
all the people are talented, and so is my husband. And it
doesn’t matter what craft you show yourself in. He who is
a master, who, as they say, has his hands in the right place,
will not be left without work at any time. I think Sergei
would cut vytinanka well — he will cut anything. However,
now the scale of his work is different, not miniature —
Belaz (laughs). But if necessary, my sons and husband, of
course, help me. This is the already established lifestyle
of our creative family. Although, I admit, my men are
sometimes jealous of my vytinanka. It
also requires time and effort..”

“Creating vytinanka is, in my
opinion, a kind of meditation..”
“Right! There is such a deep immersion
into the inner world, into the image
that you are trying to create, that the
sounds of the surrounding world, the
external one, cease to exist for you. You
don’t notice how time flies. Besides, it
gives you such a pleasant calm and
tranquillity when you pick up the
scissors...”
Interviewed by Valentina Zhdanovich
Photo by the author and from the archives of
the Kuletsky fmily

B Photo for memory (at the request of the author)
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HOBBIES ARE DIFFERENT

WHAT
BRINGS
HAPPINESS

Belarusian fans of fine art associate
the art tour show Artefact with
Victoria Valuk, an artist who lives
in Minsk. It started in February
2021 from the Caribbean and the
island of St. Maarten. There, in
the French coastal territories, the
first artifacts were left. Then the
geography of this avant-garde
show expanded and covered
Russia, Poland, Estonia, Lithuania,
Latvia, the Emirates, the Black Sea,
Trinidad and Tobago, Barbados
and continues successfully
throughout the world.

This is, I daresay, the world’s first solo art show in which miniatures
painted on canvas by Viktoria Valuk are sealed in bottles and left in secret
places in different parts of the world on land, or thrown into the sea.

0il painting in the bottle

This fall we learned that on the distant mainland of Australia, another
artefact was placed in a transparent bottle along with a note containing
congratulations and wishes for happiness from the artist. It was left
on September 2nd, 2023 in the city of Melbourne near the Merchant
Mariners Monument, on Clarendon Street, Melbourne, Victoria. Thanks
to feedback, it is known that on the same day it was found by a boy,
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with whom there were two adults, most
likely his parents. Then they walked,
smiling, and the boy held in his hands a
glass vessel, from which a souvenir from
Belarus could be seen. Moreover, there is
photographic evidence of this.

Thanks to this unusual, kind show, the
artist’s original works appear in different
places on earth in order to convey to
people the spirit of play and adventure,
positive emotions and joy. And here’s

W Thefirst four artifacts of Victoria Valuk, from

.ﬂ = ".
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how Viktoria talks about why she needs
to make so much effort to keep this
game going, “As you know, a personality
is formed on the basis of cultural values,
strengthens spiritually, and is enriched
thanks to art. Just imagine: you are
walking through your hometown. Sit
down on a bench, say, near a fountain, or
near a fortress, and next to you, between
the stones or in the hollow of an old tree,
you can see a transparent bottle in which

HOBBIES ARE DIFFERENT

i m . -,:I'he artifact in a bottle was left on the island of Barbados (the island: '
hi. qrro\}r'-\i;led by coral reefs, is washed by the Caribbean Sea in the west, the Atlantic
- Ocean Jw'a‘tei's approach the shores of Barbados in the north and east)

B wl=

you can see something colourful... What
will you do? Will you leave or will you
be curious? Look around and ask: whose
is this? They will shrug their shoulders,
smile, maybe help open the bottle, and
there is a picture and a note that says:
you are lucky, and the contents of the
bottle are a gift for you, for the one who
found... I would certainly be surprised
and delighted if life gave me such a
surprise””

BEJIAPYCb.BELARUS 8 1
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With this original project, the artist
seeks to draw people’s attention to
art and lift their spirits. I will not be
mistaken if I say: it also helps to awaken
a sense of peacefulness and trust in
life, and if we take it more globally, it
helps to strengthen peace and creation.
After all, a person in a calm and joyful
state of mind is capable of being a true
peacemaker in the family and society,
in social and cultural contacts. Each
painting for the show is an original, the
result of Viktorias creative efforts: there
are no copies among them. By the way,
my interlocutor is an active participant in
exhibitions: in the past she has had more
than 90 of them. Viktoria considers it a
great honour for herself when her works
are side by side with the works of famous

Belarusian artists. This was the case
with the exhibition Under the Blue Sky,
which was held at the Representative
Office of Rosstrudnichestvo in Belarus
— this is the Russian Centre for Science
and Culture in Minsk. “I'm very glad,”
she says, “that my painting Silence was
presented at the exhibition.” Viktoria
especially appreciates it when her
works undergo a difficult selection for
exhibitions under the auspices of the
Union of Artists of Belarus, of which she
is not yet a member, the National Centre
for Contemporary Arts, the Republican
Art Gallery, and state museums of the
country. And her paintings passed such
a professional selection — Spring Palette,
Orthodox Belarus, The Present, Textile
Bouquet, Art Minsk, and others.

Belarusian name on the ‘silver’ list
Before the pandemic, Viktoria Valuk
successfully participated in many
reputable foreign exhibitions. For
example, at the prestigious exhibition
from the premium gallery ZeeArts, Art
Connects Women, held in the United
Arab Emirates, the artist represented
Belarus with an abstract painting And
a New Day will Come. The painting
is currently in Dubai. The exhibition
featured works from 100 women artists
from 100 countries. And among them
she, Belarusian Viktoria Valuk. “It was
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B At the prestigious exhibition "Art connects '’
Women", held in the United Arab Emirates about the
pandemic, the artist represented Belarus with an J
abstract painting And a New Day Will Come. The
painting is currently in Dubai. The exhibition featured
works by 100 female artists from 100 countries. And
among them she, the Belarusian Viictoria Valuk.

st 5

incredibly joyful,” she recalls, “to see
talented representatives of different
countries and continents together:
Argentina, Belgium, Afghanistan,
Irag, Guatemala, Colombia, Mexico,
Madagascar, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Zimbabwe — I can't list them all. Artists
from any country, regardless of age,
could participate in the exhibition, but
only women. To get into the exhibition,
an application to the curators, a
photograph of work on the topic and,
of course, a creative biography were
submitted electronically for selection.
The exhibition was not limited to just the
exhibition of paintings, but also included
other creative activities. By the way, this
was in March 2020.”

At the international competition of
women painters, which took place in
India, Viktoria was included in the silver
list of finalists. She tells how one of the
largest associations of Indian artists
(Bindaas Artist Group) selected 1,841
works of 738 artists from all over the
world for the competition. A professional
jury selected 200 winners — 100 gold and
100 silver works, which were presented at
the final exhibition. Viktoria Valuk was
included in the premium silver’ list. She
submitted two works to the competition:
Freya’s Garden and At the Edge of the
Forest. Now they can be seen at her
personal exhibition Opera in the gallery

\

of the
Minsk ¥
Europe )
Hotel.

“Art and
culture are very
important for
people,” Viktoria
is convinced.
“This is that wonderful
healing elixir that awakens
goodness and peace in a person’s
soul. Encourages each of us to be
creative..” Its hard to disagree with this.

Creativity and joy in everyday life
What else can be added to the image
of a person who works hard,
looks at the world in an
extraordinary way, knows
how to play beautifully
himself and is ready to
captivate others with this
game? This is her reasoning,
“Life goes by very quickly. As
they say, you won't have time
to look back... Now your youth
plays with all its colours, but
then you already have children.
The situation is changing — and what
seemed important before is no longer
important at all now. Yes, it happens like
this... Over the years you understand more
and more how much people want to live!
To be healthy, to love... You also realise how
in an instant your usual life can collapse,
figuratively speaking,
shatter into pieces! And
then peace, tranquillity,
security, confidence in
the future acquire special
value. Therefore, while
there is an opportunity, I
try to weave joy into the
fabric of everyday life and
give people a chance to
come into contact with
the beautiful. The desire
for it is inherent within us.
Beautiful things improve
our mood, give us energy...
These are musi, literature,
theatre, paintings. Also
nature: it is divine...

Beautiful birds,
animals, ponds,
plants, flowers... It’s
scary to even imagine: instead

of what we have, we will suddenly see
everywhere ugly and terrible, broken,
chaotic, hysterical..”

Forty shades of happiness

“About forty of my works in glass bottles,
says my interlocutor, “were left to the
will of fate in different parts of the globe,
including in Belarus. Some of them are still

B The artifact in the bottle visited Australia — in Melbourne

HOBBIES ARE DIFFERENT

B And these artefacts, along with a note from the artist,
- wenton a journey around the world

sailing in different seas. Some paintings,
artefacts, have been found, others have
not yet been found. Let me remind you
that one of them drifted for 141 days in

a bottle from the island of St. Maarten
to the shores of America, then it was
found by a company of vacationers
with children on a yacht off the coast

of Florida on the Atlantic Ocean: in July
2021. The title of the painting is Lots of
Work for Bees. The lucky ones were very
inspired that such an adventure happened
to them, they contacted me through
Instagram and... I didn’t believe it! They
sent photographs as proof, sharing details.
This was artefact number 2. They couldnt
immediately uncork the bottle because
there was no corkscrew on board the
yacht, but they were able to see what was
inside and read a few words (I wrote in
English). During the journey, the bottle
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Artefact Plum Mood on the background of the Kremlin in Moscow
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were lefti in the bottle with the painting.
 Artefact Charm of Life in Minsk

became overgrown with shells. By
the way, we calculated that if it swam
directly from one point to another, it
would have covered about 2,000 km in
free swimming with the help of wind
and currents. This news was covered in
various Belarusian media..”

It's definitely a big deal to find a
collectible painting. And in the art
tour show Artefact by Viktoria Valuk,
I repeat, the author’s works in oil on
canvas take part. And only hers! Each
is assigned a number and artefact status.
All details of the show, such as the name
of the artefact, the size of the painting,
where it was left, when it was found and
by whom, are reflected in the artist’s
special catalogue. This show has a rule:
whoever finds the artefact can keep it
absolutely free. And such people already
exist!

Kaliningrad, Volkovysk,
Dobromysli... And

where is Tver?

The first artefact after the project started
was found in Kaliningrad. “I learned
about it from a letter that came to me in
the mail with a photo of the miniature.
The author of the letter found it when
he went fishing. He noticed a bottle in
a depression in the ground, it lay upside
down. The guy, as he admitted, looked
at it for a long time, and when he took it
out, he was very surprised..”

oscow, the artefact Emerald Night was left: on the embankment of Stepan Razin. Before that,
ting 'took a walk' and was photographed in the city near the monument to Alexander Pushkin.
'Thgﬂﬁfpct was hidden by the artist's daughter Ekaterina, and on her birthday. Not one, but two notes

Then other lucky ones responded too.
For example, the painting-artefact
number 22 Thunderstorm is Coming,
hidden in Volkovysk, an ancient city
in the north-west of Belarus, which is
1,000 years old, was found a long time
ago. And a group of friends discovered
her. Of course, it was difficult for them
to share one painting among everyone,
so they asked Viktoria when she
would come to Volkovysk and leave
more artefacts... “There are a lot of
people who want to find a collectible
painting-artefact,” says Viktoria. But,
unfortunately, according to the rules of
the art tour show, it is impossible to hide
several paintings in one city. Of course,
those who discover mini-paintings in
bottles are certainly lucky people. After
all, finding a collectible painting from a
reality show, being in a certain place at a
certain hour, encountering the big game
— it’s like magic?

Another Belarusian city where the
artist’s artefact was found was an
agricultural town with a beautiful
name Dobromysli, which is in
the Liozno District of the Vitebsk
Region. Moreover, literally five
minutes after it was left, the artistic
message was found. This wasin 2022.

“It was discovered by a local store
salesperson, a wonderful girl named
Yelena,” says the artist. “Having met
her, I saw what a kind person she is!”

In the note that I leave along with the
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miniature, I always provide my contact
information. But not everyone who
finds it responds. It’s clear. The reasons
may be different: they are shy, or do not
have an online account, or something
else is in the way. Let’s say a person gets
stuck in an everyday routine. Perhaps,
for some reason, the owners want to
remain anonymous. For example, I
know for sure that a bottle with my
painting was found in Warsaw. And in
Tver. The sites were checked and the
artefacts disappeared a few weeks after
they were left. It would be interesting to
know what their fate is. Unfortunately,
there is not yet such a chip with a
long-lasting battery to track, at least
approximately, the movement of the
canvas. But, I admit, this does not upset
me at all. After all, positive emotions
probably remain with the one who
found the artefact. It doesn’t depend on
whether I know about it or not”

B Victoria Valuk's daughter Ekaterina also paints,
previously participated in children's exhibitions

If you give,

it will come back to you

Not everyone can hide an artefact in a
special place and leave their name in
history forever, Viktoria tells me. She
writes about the same thing on social
media, “If anyone wants to take part in
the showand hidea painting on their own
behalf, or on behalf of their company, or
even a pet, or acquire the same right for
their friends or relatives, please contact
me. New artefacts — mini paintings —
will bring happiness: both to those who
hide them and to those who find them”
Their author does not even doubt this.
“Remember;’ she asks, “the song by Stas
Namin, performed by the famous rock
group Tsvety? There are such wonderful
lines: ‘We wish you happiness! Happiness
in this big world! Like the sun in the
morning, let it come into the house!’
It is with this mood that I give people
my paintings... What brings happiness?
Smiles, flowers, compliments, pleasant
weather, comfortable housing, delicious
food... Our polite, diligent children,
wise and caring parents, friends you can
rely on, colleagues who will not deceive
you, and much, much more. What if all
this is missing? You can then begin to
surround yourself little by little with what
is precious and what brings joy.” This is
how Viktoria Valuk, who also loves to
travel, brings it into the world.

Ducklings from Pollysia yard
She loves life, loves creativity, loves
people, family, her children and
husband... And she does not hesitate to
talk about personal feelings sublimely
and poetically, “I love spring and
autumn, I also appreciate all the seasons,
which are so beautiful in Belarus! I love
my city of Minsk, my small homeland
— Pollysia, where I spent the summer
on a farm with my grandmother Maria.
She went through the war, but did not
harden her soul. There, in a village in the
Gomel Region, I picked up pencils with
inspiration... Chickens and ducklings
(my grandmother had a large farm) ran
around the yard, and I came up with
fairy-tale stories with them on sheets of
paper in colours. I also thank my other
grandmother Fedora for her kindness
and courage — she also survived the war
as a child. After the war, she walked from
the village to Minsk for several days to get
a job at a tractor factory and live in the
capital. Because of the war, she did not
even receive a secondary education, she
could not really write or count, but she
was an example of caring for everyone.
I thank my mother for raising me. She
had a difficult fate, she had no time for
museums and paintings, and she knew
little about art. My father left us when I
was 12 years old, unfortunately, forever... I
thank life for the fact that such a huge and
amazing world of painting has opened
up for me, where you
can endlessly mix
oil, find new shades,
forms, put different
meanings into
paintings
and your

innermost

thoughts.
- This is my
_ air, my outlet.
preciate my
ichers and all the
irtists who paint
pictures and hold
- exhibitions,
they are

HOBBIES ARE DIFFERENT

inspirations for society, each as an
example for me in one way or another.
I am constantly learning, constantly
striving to improve my level of skill..”
Seek and you will find!
Viktoria also left artefacts in Russia: as
already mentioned, in Kaliningrad and
Tver. Still in Samara. And in Moscow,
the Emerald Night artefact was left:
on the Stepana Razina embankment.
Before this, the painting ‘took a walk’
and was photographed in the city near
the monument to Alexander Pushkin.
The artefact was hidden by the artist’s
daughter Yekaterina, and on her birthday.
Not one, but two notes were left in the
bottle with the painting. The girl herself,
by the way; also draws and has previously
participated in children’s exhibitions.
And she even received an award in the
New Artist category for her work Whale
of the World at an exhibition in Ecuador.
Viktoria said that she is currently
preparing new miniature works. She
hasn’t decided where they will appear
yet: the art of artistic diplomacy has no
boundaries. But it is obvious that there
will be new lucky ones who will become
owners of paintings from the Artefact
art tour show. For some, this will be an
unexpected pleasant event that they
can tell their friends, children and even
grandchildren about. And someone will
begin to become more interested in the
art of painting, or begin to collect their
own collection of paintings. And, most
likely, every owner, if he has not heard
anything about Belarus, will be curious:
where is this country located. And he
finds out about it because on the back of
each artefact there is a signature — along
with the name of the painting, technique,
size and number, it is indicated that its
author is an artist from Belarus.
Let’s wish Viktoria Valuk — and her
artefacts — successful travels in the big
Ocean of Coincidences, which, as we
know; are actually patterns that we simply
do not know about. Perhaps for the time
being.
Valentina Zhdanovich
Photo from the archive of Viktoria Valuk
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LEGACY THAT NEVER FADES

COUNTRY
AND PEOPLE

IN THE WORK
OF THE MASTER

Vladimir Stelmashonok is a well-known painter in the country
and far beyond its borders, who made a significant contribution
to the formation and development of modern fine art, enriching it
with bright artistic discoveries and innovative solutions. Even if
the artist had painted only the famous portrait of Yakub Kolas in
a wide-brimmed straw hat, he would still have become famous.
Stelmashonok painted the poet from life. However, Vladimir
Ivanovich was also familiar with another classic of Belarusian
literature, Yanka Kupala, whose portrait he also created.

Exhibition Viadimir Stelmashonok. Sons of the Belarusian Land, which
has been on display at the National Art Museum for three months now,
IS dedicated to the 95th anniversary of the birth of the People's Artist of
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Belarus, teacher Viadimir Ivanovich Stelmashonok
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The image of his native Belarus runs like a red thread through
all the work of Vladimir Stelmashonok. The artist repeatedly
turns to the glorious pages of its history. The master creates
a gallery of memorable portraits of outstanding people —
historical figures, his contemporaries.

In search of an expressive style

The anniversary exhibition demonstrates the artist’s skill
in the field of easel painting. All works are presented from
the collection of the National Art Museum. Although the
entire creative heritage of Vladimir Stelmashonok includes
not only painting, but also monumental art, graphics and
scenography.

In the 1950s, the young artist’s paintings were still done
in the traditional realistic manner. In the 1960s, Vladimir
Stelmashonok began to experiment, developing his bright,
unique artistic style within the framework of the ‘strict
style’ In search of an artistic language and new means of
expression to create his works, he combines painting with
wood carving, collage, appliqué, and actively uses traditional
Belarusian folk ornaments, often weaving text into it. The
images embodied by the artist acquire a monumental and
decorative character.

Despite the general stylistic unity, each work by Vladimir
Stelmashonok has its own distinctly individual solution
and bears the master’s original signature. It is interesting
to recall the long history of the twenties of the last century
with Lenin’s campaign in the country’s artistic forge —
the Moscow VKHUTEMAS (Higher Art and Technical

Workshops) and what it turned out to be for art. The decree
on its formation was signed by V. I. Ulyanov (Lenin) on
November 29th, 1920. The following year — 1921 — the
head of the Soviet state found both the opportunity and the
desire to get acquainted personally with the new institution,
and most importantly, with the life and direction of thoughts
of its students. Several works of fine art and even a feature
film were dedicated to this event.

A kind of ‘time machine’ to look into the early years of
the existence of the young Soviet republic will be for
us the painting by People’s Artist of Belarus Vladimir
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Stelmashonok VKHUTEMAS. 1921. He created it in 1967,
when the so-called ‘strict style’ was born and formed in
the art of the 60s. Stelmashonok just used some techniques
characteristic of this style. His painting depicts a group of
serious young people together with a smiling Lenin. The
hungry and cold first years of Soviet power were
characterised by a huge emotional upsurge, the
desire of young people for heights of spirit, and
incredible optimism. The composition of the
picture is extremely simple, but harsh and, as a
result, tense. Nine people stand motionless and
look at the viewer from a conditional space limited
by the canvas frame. Vladimir Stelmashonok
placed ‘halos’ over some of them, perhaps hinting
at further twists and turns in their destinies.

Lenin considered art a matter of national
importance, but he came to the commune to
join young aspiring artists for another reason.
Together with Krupskaya, on February 25th, 1921,
they visited Inessa Armand’s youngest daughter,
Varvara, in the VKHUTEMAS student dormitory.
In the USSR, in the late 60s, the film Strokes to the
Portrait of V.I. Lenin was made in 4 parts, one
of which was entirely devoted to this meeting
with future artists. And besides the picturesque
work of Vladimir Stelmashonok, there is another
interestingartefactthatiskeptin the State Historical
Museum of Moscow — a woven tapestry with
the leader, Nadezhda Krupskaya and members
of the student commune at a modest meal. It is
interesting to compare two works on the same
topic. What speaks more to our contemporary
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today: the imaginary situation in Stelmashonok’s painting or
an everyday scene made in textiles? One thing is clear: the
stylised painting of the Belarusian artist, as if allegorically,
reveals its subtext, its depth. We ourselves must figure out and

>«

understand what the artist’s “statement” is about.

Vladimir Stelmashonok was born on February 6th,
1928 in Minsk. He graduated from the Ilya Repin
Institute of Painting, Sculpture and Architecture in
Leningrad. For more than 40 years, from 1957 to
2000, he taught at the Belarusian Academy of Arts.

The wealth of the Belarusian land
Yes, the range of the artist’s creativity is great. This is not
only easel and monumental painting, graphics, but also
scenography, decorative art. The master’s works are well
known to every Minsk resident: his stained glass still
attracts the attention of visitors to the Fashion House, and
beautiful mosaics adorn the Moskovskaya and Ploshchad
Pobedy metro stations. And, by the way, the stained glass
window of Vladimir Stelmashonok is placed on one of the
buildings in the German city of Potsdam.

However, of all the genres of fine art, the artist still
gives preference to portraiture. Stelmashonok’s famous
painting The Story of Belarus depicts outstanding figures
of Belarusian national history and culture: Euphrosyne of
Polotsk, Kirill Turovsky, Francysk Skaryna, Symon Budny,
Pyotr Mstislavets, Simeon Polotsky, Frantisek Bogushevich,
Kastus Kalinovsky, Aloisa Pashkevich (Tsetka), Maksim
Bagdanovich , Yakub Kolas, Yanka Kupala, Tishka Gartny,
Vladislav Golubok. The artist created this composition

more than 40 years ago, and it still remains a classic,
thanks to the organic combination of monumentality
with depth and ambiguity of meaning. It should be noted
that Vladimir StelmashonoK’s paintings were exhibited in
various countries; a significant part of the paintings is kept
in the National Art Museum of Belarus. In 2006, the artist’s
gallery was opened in the regional centre of Osipovichi,
Mogilev Region.

Stelmashonok was glorified, however, not only by portraits
of prominent figures of national culture. He also painted
very willingly his contemporaries, ordinary Belarusians.
For the artist’s anniversary, the National Art Museum
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took out from the storerooms all the master’s paintings in
its collections. The exhibition Vladimir Stelmashonok. Sons
of the Belarusian Land presents 22 paintings from those
belonging to the museum. 23. The famous portrait of Yakub
Kolas by Vladimir Ivanovich Stelmashonok was decided
not to be disturbed: the painting remained in the main
exhibition. The curator of the exhibition, senior researcher at
the department of Belarusian art of the 20th-21st centuries,
Anastasia Karneiko, noted, “The sons of the Belarusian
land are both the artist’s contemporaries and, in general,
all the predecessors who became the pride of Belarus. The
image of his native country runs like a red thread through
all of Vladimir Ivanovich’s work. He repeatedly turned to
the glorious pages of our history, thereby creating a gallery
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of memorable portraits of outstanding people — historical
figures and his contemporaries.”

A look at yourself

Of course, being an excellent portrait painter, Stelmashonok
was able to masterfully convey character, facial expressions,
gestures, capturing the emotional state of a person. At the
exhibition you can see the master’s early, student works:
Portrait of an Old Man, Girl and Portrait of a Student. All
painted in 1950.

The diploma work of the future national artist, Young
Builders of Minsk of 1957, is also kept in the collection
of the National Art Museum. At the current anniversary
exhibition, this bright, cheerful painting took its rightful
place, revealing the enormous talent of the then just
beginning artist.

However, the latest painting by Vladimir Stelmashonok,
available in the museum’s collections, is dated 1993. This is
Self-Portrait — the artist’s view of himself through the prism
of the years he has lived and the deeds he has accomplished.
Unfortunately, there are no later works by Vladimir
Ivanovich in the National Art Museum, but they can be
found in the collections of other museums. For example, in
the Mogilev Regional Art Museum or in the same art gallery
in Osipovichi, which today bears the name of Vladimir
Stelmashonok. The fact is that the Osipovichi District is
the small homeland of the artist’s father and grandfather.
Vladimir Ivanovich always treated these places with special
reverence, so he donated a lot of works to the local museum.

Ability to create an image

Yes, Stelmashonok’s biography is the most classic for a painter
born in Minsk in the late 1920s. After studying for a year at
the Polytechnic Institute, he, like many Belarusian masters,
went to Leningrad to receive an art education. He Graduated
from the Painting Department of the Institute of Painting,
Sculpture and Architecture. And then — admission to the
Union of Artists of the BSSR, republican and all-Union
exhibitions, foreign... Twice Vladimir Stelmashonok was
elected chairman of the Union of Artists of the BSSR. He did
not avoid public life; he was friends with many prominent
figures of Russian culture.

While still a student, the artist was lucky enough to make
several full-scale sketches of the national poet of Belarus
Yakub Kolas. It is known that in 1952, having arrived
on vacation in his native Minsk, sophomore Volodya
Stelmashonok met the Mitskevich family. Communication
began, and Konstantin Mikhailovich invited the young
painter to paint his portrait. Each time the poet wore a
suit with medals and orders, and a badge of a deputy of
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. Unfortunately, this work
survives only in black and white photography. In subsequent
years, after comprehending the creative and social scale of the
work of the great poet-countryman, Vladimir Stelmashonok
created three more portraits of Yakub Kolas, including the

most famous, expressive and laconic — the one where the
national poet is depicted in a peasant shirt and a wide hat
(this work is on permanent display at the National Museum
of Art). Art critics joke that even if Vladimir Stelmashonok
painted only this one picture, he would still become famous.

So, the anniversary exhibition at the National Art
Museum focuses primarily on the artist's portraiture.
The museum's collection also includes his drawings

— there are more than 90 of them. All the paintings
presented in the exhibition and painted by the artist over
the years are unusual in that they allow you to see the
subjects of the portraits from an unusual perspective.

Veniamin Mikheyev
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LIFE IN MINIATURE

ORIGINAL EXHIBITION

About 70 works of small porcelain sculpture from the collections of the
National Art Museum of the Republic of Belarus, created in the twentieth
century at the Leningrad Lomonosov Porcelain Factory, the Volkhov Porcelain
and Earthenware Factory, the Dmitrov Porcelain Factory, the Dulevo and
Minsk Porcelain Factories, are presented at the exhibition of the same name

A monument to a bygone time

So, the legendary Soviet porcelain is exhibited in Minsk.
It is worth recalling that small or tabletop porcelain
sculptures played a significant role in the everyday
cultural life of the USSR. In the 1950s—1960s, a state
programme was created to improve the well-being of
the people. The spiritual life of Soviet society is filled
with ideas of harmonious development of personality,
education of a new taste, aesthetic transformation of the
environment, and the creation of cities and dwellings of
a new type. Changes in public life open up new prospects
for the development of architecture and closely related
substantive creativity. Sculpture of small forms becomes
one of the important elements of the interior of a typical
Soviet apartment, a symbol of home comfort and warmth.
Interior porcelain plastic reflects the tastes of the owner,
his range of interests, aesthetic preferences, conveys the
flavour of the time, the nature of social life.
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ORIGINAL EXHIBITION

ORIGINAL EXHIBITION

The country’s porcelain enterprises were actively involved
in the process of shaping the everyday culture of Soviet
people: figurines with clear and recognizable images were
produced in mass quantities. A unique set of themes and
subjects emerged that the masters chose for their work:
heroes of literary works, theatre and circus, ‘pictures from
everyday life’, the world of childhood.

Soviet large-circulation porcelain can be called a notable
phenomenon of art of the twentieth century. Currently,
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it still attracts the attention of researchers and collectors,
being a kind of monument to a bygone time.

Legends of Soviet porcelain

Yes, at the exhibition you can see not only porcelain chess
sets of the early Soviets, but also the famous ‘Gogol series’
of the Soviet sculptor Boris Vorobyov, who went down
in art history as a ‘translator’ of the works of Alexander
Pushkin, Ivan Krylov, Mikhail Lermontov and Anton
Chekhov into porcelain.

All exhibits in the exhibition are from the storerooms
of the National Art Museum; the ‘Belarusian’ Soviet
porcelain collection was donated to the museum by

. AChanng
¥ smimisipops

the Minsk Porcelain Factory. In other words, here are
presented works of small porcelain sculptures that
were created in the 20s — 60s of the last century. These
porcelain miniatures were embodied at the Leningrad
Lomonosov Porcelain Factory, the Volkhov Porcelain
and Earthenware Factory, the Dmitrov Porcelain Factory,
the Dulevo and Minsk Porcelain Factories.

‘Red and White’ chess

One of the most interesting exhibits of the exhibition is the
porcelain chess set of the talented Soviet ceramist Natalya
Danko Red and White, which was created in 1922 at the
Leningrad Porcelain Factory. They were produced over
several years and were only used for export and as gifts to
party leaders of the young country of the Soviets. The Red
and White chess set is one of the most famous examples of
Soviet propaganda porcelain. The ‘white pawn in chains’ is
in particular demand among modern collectors.

Porcelain animals

At the exhibition you can see several of the most famous
animalistic works by talented Sovietartists Boris Vorobyov
and Ivan Riznich. They were made in the 30—60s of the
last century. These are Howling Wolf, Crouching Fox,
Greyhound, Lying Tiger, Panther (Fury). Vorobyov’s

Porcelain Factory. Yes, at the exhibition you can
see not only porcelain chess of the early Soviets, but
also the famous "Gogol series" by the Soviet
sculptor Boris Vorobyov, who went down in art
history as a "translator" into the porcelain language
of the works of Alexander Pushkin, lvan Krylov
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ORIGINAL EXHIBITION

Porcelain Animals, painted by Riznich, were exhibited
at the most prestigious auctions and purchased by many
museums around the world.

Gogol series

The sculptor Vorobyov is called the ‘translator’ of the works
of Pushkin, Krylov, Lermontov and, of course, Gogol into
porcelain language. At the exhibition Life in Miniature
there are literary characters from Dead Souls and The
Government Inspector — Khlestakov, Bobchinsky and
Dobchinsky, Korobochka. The figurines are made with
such skill that we recognise contemporaries in Gogol’s
characters. The hero of Krylov’s fable The Cat and the
Cook also has expressive character. The author depicted
a moment that corresponds to the catchphrase from the
fable — ‘And Vaska listens and eats’.
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The exhibition also includes the hero of Leo Tolstoy’s story
— the touching little boy Phillipok, who really wanted to
go to school.

Clown and Malachite Box

The image of the young heroine of Pavel Bazhov’s story The
Malachite Box is also filled with lyricism and spontaneity
— it captures the moment when the girl tries on expensive
jewellery. At the exhibition you can also see a rare interior
sculpture Clown with Balloons — it is bright, elegant and
sparkling.

Belarusian Soviet porcelain is presented in a separate room
— it is younger — this is the 50-60s of the last century.
A collection of porcelain sculptures was donated to the
National Art Museum of Belarus by the Minsk Porcelain
Factory. Here are Symon the Musician, and The Frog
Princess, and genre figures in national costumes.

Inspection with music
An elegant feature of the exhibition is its musical and
sound design — during the exhibition you can hear the
song of a lone wolf, as well as the sound of the pike from
the fairy tale At the Pike’s Command beating its tail. To
hear everything, you just need to stand in silence for 15
minutes.

Aleksey Yemelyanou
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CTBAPAELA AASIHAR

YpaupicTtae agkppinué [I3€H KyabTypsl
Pacii y bemapyci npaitmno y bpacume. Mara
MepanpbpleMCTBa — yMallaBaHHe KY/IbTYPHBIX
cyBA3Ay mamix KpaiHami. VY pamkax
MepanpbleMCTBa MiHiCT3PCTBBI KYIbTYpPbl
Pacii i benapyci npassani cymecHae nmacamxkaHHe
KaJleriii, Ha AIKoeaKpaMAKipayHiKoy BeaMcTBay
6bU1i 3anpoLIaHbI CyNpanoyHiKi MiHicTapcTBay,
AKisA afKa3BalLb 3a PIami3anblio CyMeCHbIX
Iparpam, i A3esA4bl KyIbTypbl I3BI0OX KpaiH.
Ilepap macAp)X?HHeM NpajfcTayHivas
Ja7eralpida HaBelaaa MeMapbLATbHbI KOMIIIEKC
“Bpacikas Kpamacup — repoir’; A3e KipayHiki
BefaMcTBay abefg3BIoX KpaiH ymaHaBaii
IaMALb Npa YasenbHiKkay Banikai AjiypiHHalmi
BaliHBI i JCKIami KBeTKi Ja Be4Hara ar{io.

Y macamKaHHi Ka/erii MiHicTIpcTBay KyIbTypbI
Paciiibenapyciysayynsen/lsap>xaynpl cakpaTap
CarosHaii g3sapxasbl [IsmiTpbiii Mesennay.
En agsmaubly, mro MenaBira § KynbTypHaii
rajiHe paamisyIoIIa MpaeKThl, AKiA HANGOMbII
CHpbIAIONb 30TDKIHHIO Hapoaay.

KYNbTYPHAA NPACTOPA

; e
B [I3miTpbii Me3eHuay aa3Haubly,
LUTO MeHaBiTa Y KynbTypHai raniHe

paanisytouLa npaekTbl, AKiA HaNboNbLL
cnpbisitoLb 36iKIHHI0 Hapoaay.
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FONAC PAA3IMbI ‘ Becrki 3 Benapyci

CAAPYXXHACLLb

IHABALLbIMHbIA MPATPAMDI

B 3axaBaHHe rictapblyHai npayabl i namaui Npa NoA3Bir caBelikara Hapoaa y rafbl Banikan AnubliHHawm
BalHbl — aHa 3 rafloyHbIX T3M, Ha AKYI0 3BAPHYNI YBary ya3enbHiKi nacagXaHHA.

Ha macsapxaHHi 6blma abMepkaBaHa Iparpama
cynpanoyHinTsa fa 2025 roga, BbI3Ha4aHbI ACHOYHBIA se
KipYHKi i IIpaeKTsl, CAPOJ SIKIX — IIpaBsifi3eHHe (eCcThIBAIAY,
BBICTABaK, FaCTPOJIi MajlaiI3éKHara paciiicka-6enapyckara
ciMdanivyHara apkecTpa, BBICTYIUIEHHI TaaTpanbHBIMI
KaJIeKThIBay, cTBapIHHe niubapait 6i6misAToki Calo3Hait
I3sp>KaBbl. Y3ObIMajacs NbITaHHe i ab pasBirnui
KiHemaTarpagidHaragissl. Y npbIBaTHACLH, 6enapyckibok
IpanaHaBay pacnayallb CyMECHbI Ba€HHa-IaTPhIATHIYHbBI
KiHampaekT, nppiMepKaBaHbl ga 80-ropnsa [lepamori. ¥
CBal0 4apry MiHicTp KynbTypbl Paciiickait ®emspanbli
Bonpra JIro6imaBa mampacina pacmpanaBaib aryibHbl
TIJIaH MepaNpbIEMCTBAY, 3BA3aHbIX 3 TaMATHA JjaTail.
3axaBaHHe ricTapblYHall Ipayabl i MaMAL Ipa HOA3Bir
caBeljKara Hapoga ¥y razgbl Bamikaii AjubIHHAM BaifHbI —
aJiHa 3 Ta/IOYHBIX TAM, Ha AKYIO 3BAPHY/Ii YBary yI3enbHiKi
MACSPKIHHA. [I3MiTpbiil MeseHuay maabsiiay magTpbIMKy
HNaTPBIATHIYHBIX NIPAeKTay, 3BA3aHbIX Ca CBATKaBaHHEM
80-rozyzs BbIsBaneHHs benapyci. Tak, Oyase npaisarayra
mparia rma Myseedikalipli, pacTayparpli ab’exray bpaciikait
KpaTaclli, Ha LITO 3aK/Iaji3eHblA aJllaBeIHbIA CPOOKi ¥
IIpaeKIje Calo3Hara OI/PKITa.

Sk maBejaMmiy A3sApKcakparap, Cal3HBl OIOIXIT
maBsUligaHbl Ha 38 mpalHTay, mTo 6yase cajseiiHivanb
MaBe/IiY9HHIO KOJIbKACIli MepanpbhleMCTBay KylIbTypHa-
rymMaHiTapHal i maTpelATBIYHAN HakipaBaHacui. Tak,
3alylaHaBaHa IpaBA/I3€HHE KaJdllKail Manaf3éxHat
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3MEHBI, CIIApPTaKiAM, MepanpbleMCTBaY, 3BA3aHbBIX 3
MaMATHBIMI MAcCIiHaMi, 6iTBaMmi i mogssirami Bamikain
ATrd4pIHHAN BailHBbI.
Y HacTynHbIM ropse ¥ cepbli “BibnisiTaka carosHait
I3sip>XaBbpl” mabadublllb CBET KHira, mpblCBedYHas
HapThI3aHCKaMy pyxy. Y €il 6ynyub HpajcTayaeHbl ¥
TBIM JIiKy i HOBBIA (aKThl 37TaUYbIHCTBAY (auIbicTay,
3/13€/iICHEHbIA ¥ Taibl BaliHbl Ha TIphITOPHIi bemapyci i
Pacii.
Surds agHa mara, sAKoi Oyjse HajajgseHa yBara y
HaCTYIHBIM Tofi3e — 25-rofa3e najnicanusa CaiosHara
marasopy. [la se mmaHyenma psanisaBallb HOBBIA ifai
i mpaektnl. IlaTppiAThIuHAe BbIXaBaHHe MO/ajs3i,
dapmipaBaHHe af3iHall KyIbTypHa-acBeTHiIKail
IPacTOPbl — BOCh TOMbI, Y3TOJHEHDIA 3 JapOXXKHaIl
kapTail. ¥ CalosHail [3Ap>KaBe BANiKae 3HAU9HHE
Hajlaellla NOMIYKY MaJjafibIX TajleHTay. AfiHa 3 inaii,
AKYyIo aryunly [IsmiTpoiit Mesennay, — 3alBApAKIHHE
IIpaMii ¥ rajliHe miTapaTyphl i MacTalTBa MeHaBiTa I
MaJIaJibIX TBOPYBIX ac006.
¥ pamKkax 13€H KynbTypbl Pacii y BpacikiM akagamMiaHbIM
T3aTpbl JpaMbl 3 BANIKall KaHLSPTHAN Iparpamail
BBICTYIiY [I3Ap>KayHBI KaMEpPHBI apKeCTp JKasaBal
MysbiKi iMms Anera JlyncTpama. locui npapgcrasini
MaNy/AApHbIA KaMIIa3illpli i IecHi caBenKixX, paciiicKix i
3aMeXXHBIX KaMIIasiTapay.

Ayren Kpyukoy

HE ABDLICIIICH BES
TPAHCDOAPMAILLDII

Y HaubliaHanbHam 6i6niataubl benapyci npanwoy X MixkHapoaHbl KaHTp3C
"BibniaTaka Ak peHoMeH KynbTypbl”. CéneTta éH cabpay 420 aaneratay

3 A3ecAui kpaiH: AzepbangrkaHa, ApmeHii, IHgaHesii, KasaxcTtaHa, Kitas,
KblpreiscTaHa, Pacii, TagbikicTaHa i Y3bekicTaHa. Capon ya3enbHikay
KaHrpaca Obini KipayHiKi i cneublanicTbl OyMHenwbix 0i6iATaK,

My3eAY, BbiABELTBAY, HABYKOBa-Aac/1eublX apraHisayblii i yCTaHoy
afyKallbli, BBITBOPLibI MparpamMmHara 3abecnausHHA, TIXHIUHBIX CpoaKay,
iHpapMaLbIHaM NpaayKLubli i npamMbicoBara abctanasaHHa ana 0ibaiATaK.

Apranisarapami MalTabHara MepanpbeleMCTBa BBICT YL
MinicTapcrBa KynpTypsl i Minictapcrpa iHdapmanbli
Benapyci, MixpassapxxayHsl GpoHJ rymaHiTapHara
cympanoyHinTsa a3apxay — yasenbsin CHJL i benapyckas
6i6/1iATIYHAA acaLlbLALIBIA.

Hawmecnik minicTpa indapmanpli Irap Bysojcki Ha agxppIni
KaHIpaca raBapbly ab TbIM, siKas BslTiKas yBara céHHA
Hajlaelllla pacHaycloikBaHHI0 iHapmanubli i KHIiri, AK

yspacrae pons 6i6/1iATaK y papMipaBaHHI MEHTaMiTITY
i BbIXaBaHHi IajpacTaroyara nakajaeHH.

BiTanbHbl afipac yasenbHiKaM NpajcTayHivail CycTpaubl
macnay i mpam’ep-Mminictp Pacmy6niki Benapycs
Paman Tanoyuanka. En HasBay paGoTHikay 6i6misTok
3axaBaJbHikaMi iHTa/MeKTyanbHara 6aranig KpaHbI.
Campaynsl, céHHs 6i61isAT9Ki He TONbKi 36iparous i
3aX0yBalOIlb JPYKaBaHYIO i PyKaIliCHYIO CIIa[YbIHY, ae
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FONAC PAA3IMbI ‘ Becrki 3 Benapyci

IHABALLbIMHbIA MPATPAMDI

i BBICTYIIAOLb NanynApbisaTapami Beay. Ilpa roe, Ak
raTa aXbINUAYIAeNla, AKid iHaBalbIIHbIA IIParpaMbl
PpaaTi3yroLa, T POOIIIa I HaBbIIISHHA Tpadeciii HbIX
KaMIIeTIHIIBII, | Bsilacs raBopka majgdyac Gopymy.
BrisHavanmacsa Mecra cydacHbIX 616/miATaK y miubaBbIM
cBele, abMsApKoyBaxicsa iHpapMalbIIHBIA
0i6/iAToYHDIA THXHAJIOTI] § 910Xy BAMIKIX HaHbIX,
IBITaHHI 3aXaBaHH:A (QOHIAY i HOBBLA 3aJa4bl, AKid
CTasAlb Iepaj pa60THiKaMi rajIiHbI.

IbipakTap dyHAaMeHTanbHail 6i6miaTaki BIY,
crapublHs caBera Bemapyckait 6i6misiTounait
acauplAnpl Ynaasimip Kymaxkanka agzHaubry, mro
100i/1eITHBI 6i0TIsIT9YHBI KAHTPIC IPbIMEPKABAHBI
na Topga mipy i cTBapanbHail npanel. I MeHaBiTa
010/1isAT9Ki afBITPBIBAIOIb HEe Malylo pPOo ¥
pasBinIi HanbIAHANbHAN KY/IbTYPBbI, afiyKallbli,
HaByki. [Tarpa6ua He 3abbIBalb Hpa BenrbMi
Ba)XHYI0 QYHKIBIIO 6i6/iAToK — BhIXaBay4yio, 60
TBIS KAIITOYHACI, sIKiA HeabXo[jHa IIPbHIBiBaIlb
Monajsi, écupb y KOOPBIX KHirax. Tamy cénnsa
mepaj KHDKHBIMI CKapOHillaMi cTasnb 3afadsl mIa
Ha/aJKBaHHi KaMyHIKallblil TaMiXX rpaMajCcTBaM
i gobpaii mitaparypait.

YnsenpHiKi KaHTpacy abMepkaBaii i mpabaeMHbLsA
IBITaHHI, AKiA cTani acabniBa akTyaabHbIMI ¥
Haw vac. JIpipakrap HanpissHanbHain 6i6misTaki
benapyci Bapsim T'irin ysrapay takoe maHAie,
AK KynbTypa ajgMmenbl. Paneii, y 90-x rapgax,
KaJli Takas 3’sBa IavYajza pasBiBaia, Hasipaycsa
KYJIbTYPHBI 6alIKOT aCOOHBIX A3es4ay, apThICTay,
nicbmeHHikay. CEHHA maj KyIbTypail afMeHbl
pasyMeella afMoBa [ KYIbTYp LI9/IbIX KpaiH
i Hapopgay. Bapgsim Tirin ysragay i mpa Tak
3BaHbl MAKKi TaTanitapeism: “Eu sakmogaenma j
IaHaBaHHI MaiTKap3KTHACI, a I1a CyTHACIi ¥ AbIKTaIle
TISVHBIX 1/JbIANIATiYHBIX KAIITOYHACIAY HaJl MacTylIaTaMi
Kyn1bTyphl. I'aTa 3amoyuBaHHe, 6AilKOT, 3BIXOJ af
THIX Li iHIIBIX TOM, IPacOyBaHHE ayTapay Ha IpaMii,
¢decTbIBaIi, MaMyIApbI3alblsad He HA ACHOBE KY/IbTypHal
3HAYHACIIi, a Ha aJIaBeJgHacIli TOW IIi iHIIaM imas/I0rii.
KpeiThIKa, fAKas pasrapHynacs Bakon Hobemeyckair
MpaMii, — ACKpaBbl IPHIKIAL [9BalbBallbli paHEeNIIbIX
iHcThITyTay i macTynaray”. Tamy y Ham gac Tpsba
HajiaBanp acabiiBylo yBary Ky/JIbTypHall fblIlaMaThli,
MeHaBiTa siHa 3[J0/IbHAsI HABOA311{b MaCTBI, a0’ ATHOYBALlb
nopseit. I Tyt He abbicuicsa 6e3 TpaHchapmaribli
6i6/misAToK. CEHHA AHDI TaBiHHBI TepaTBAPbIIIIA § ITaTallbl
KY/IBTYPBI, IK MIMaTQYHKIbIAHANIbHBIA IHCTBITYTHI, AKid
caj3eliHiYaoUb Ha3amallBaHHIO i pacnayCoOIKBaHHIO
Befay.

Tenepanpubl fbipakTap IIpasiganikait 6i6misTaxi
ima b. Enpnpina IOpeii Hocay magsaniyca sonbiTam
paboTsl 3 ByuHéycKait Monaj30. Tak y raTeIM Troase
crapmakxiacHiki ¥ Pacii mavani By4binna ma ag3inbim
najipy4Hiky ricropsli. I'sTae BoIjaHHEe He3BbIYaliHaE:
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npa3 QR-xoppl, AKig majarmIia Ha Aro CTapoOHKax,
BY4HI i HaCTayHiKi MaJKI09an0nLa ga iHpapMaubITHBIX
pacypcay IlpasigaHikait 6i6miaTaki, MOTyIb 3HaéMiIa
3 pasHacTallHbIMi JaKyMeHTaMi, mpanaBalb 3
JacTaBePHBIMI KPbIHiLlaMi.

B [IbipaKkTap HaublaHanbHai 6i6niaTaki benapyci Bag3im liriH

CrBopansl MiY6aBbl KAHTIHT i [1a {HIIBIX MpajMeTax i
T3MaxX HIKOJIbHAJ Iparpambl. Yce MaT3PbIA/IbI Mpaimii
9KCIEPTHI3bl HAKOHT MardbpIMaclii BbIKapbICTAaHHA iX y
afiyKaubliiHbIM nparace. CsApoy clielblsiIbHa afilabpaHbIx
MaT3pbiANay — apXiyHbIA JAaKyMEHTHI, PapbITITHHIA
BbIaHHi, Qararpadii, mictoyki, mamroyki. Takcama ¥
creHax 6i6miATaki cTBOpaHbIA Bifsanekupli. Ha Mae
T9JIEBI3iITHBI 1 MY/IbTHIMEBIIHBI KOMIUTEKCHI. Ha sie 6ase
NIpaBoOJ3AIIa MY/IbTBIMEbIIHBIA YPOKi, amiMIiaAgsl i
KOHKYPCBIBYYHEYCKiX paboT, BifjaaieKTOpbIi, KiHamakassl,
kaHIPpThl. Cénns [lpasifanukas 6i6misTaka 3’ sysernna
¥>KO Ky/IbTypHa-aCBeTHIlLIKiM, HABYKOBa-aJyKallbIIHbIM i
iHpapMalbliiHa-aHAITHIYHBIM [OHTPAM.

A73iH 3 macTagHHBIX yA3enbHikay MixnHapojHara
6i0misiaunara kaHrpaca - Paciiickast HaIpIsIHAIbHAs
616misiTaKa. Se gprpakrap Yiagsimip Iponcki npananaBay
kaneraMm 3 bemapyci HOBbIA TO9MBI I/ faciefaBaHHAY.
CénHs, Kajni mMar raBopblIua npa HeabXo[HACID
a0apOHBI TPaJBILBIIHBIX KAIITOYHACLY, cCaMaObITHA
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KyZIbTYPBHI i TicTapbluHall maMsALi, Ba)KHa 3HAXOA3i1lb
i manynsapeizaBanb iHpapManbliiHbIA KPBIHIiLBL. Y
Paciiickail HaubiAHanbHal 6i6MiATSIBH MaloIIla
YHiKa/lTbHBIA MaT3PbIA/bI, 3BA3AHBIA 3 KyIbTypal i
ricropeisit benapyci. Hanpoiknag, ram 3axoyBaenna
kHiDKHBI ToMHIK XII crarognssa — Ilomankae EBanreniie,
a TakcaMa aj3iH 3 caMbIX IIOYHBIX y CBele 300pay KHir
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@Opannpicka CkapblHBI. Ajle T3TBIM pa3aM Yaajasimip
I'poncki mpananaBay 3BAPHYLb yBary Ha MaT3PbIA/IbI
ALIYS MajIaflac/ieflaBaHbLA i HaBaT HeBAOMbIA. Y (oHmax
Paciiickail HayblsiHa/IbHal 6i61isATIKI 3ax0oyBaroIIa
¢dararpadii, sxis agmocTpoysaonb Keiié bemrapyci ¥
kaHIbl XIX mavarky XX crarogassay. I'ata Ba anb6oMbl
3mbIMKay rmastHarpadii Marinéjckait rybepHi, 3po6neHpis
¥ 1904-1903 rapgax cryssHTaM Ilemep6ypskckara
VyHiBepciTaTa Bayacnapam Koctkam. MaTapbianbl, sAKis
éH cabpay majuac 9KCIeAbIIbli ¥ sSKacl{i KapICIaHI9HTA
sTHarpadiuHara agjsena Pyckara Myses, 3HaXof3AIja
y Canxrt-IlenspOypse (y MsCI[OBBIX My3esx). JJapaust,
3 9KCIe/bIIIbli Mamaibl JacaeyblK IpbleXxay He TONbKi

3 pararpadiami, ame i 3 KajeKUbIAN MY>XUbIHCKAI i
JKaHO4Yall BOIIPATKi, y30paMi TKaHiH, pa4aMi XaTHATa
HOOBITY.

VY ¢onpax Paciitckail HaubissHanbHa 6i6IisATIKI
TakcaMa 3axBajics 3mbIMKi, 3po6imeHbiss § 1898
rojs3e micbMeHHiKaM i IepakiajublkaM, reorpadam,
sTHOrpacdam Mixaimam Kpykoyckim. SIHbI He yBen3eHbLA
¥ HaBYKOBBI 3BapoOT i yAYIAIOIDb BATIKYIO
1[iKaBaclb [/1 BBIBYY9HHA. ['9TyI0 Ka/IeK1bII0
3 Tpox ajabbomay i 258 ¢ararpaciit Bapra
66110 6 3pabiub gacTymHal A LIbIpOKara
KoJa JaciaefdyblKay, TaMy Iparydasna
npamaHosa ab se BbgaHHI. TakcaMa
Pacilickas HaubisHanbHasa 0i6migTska
raroBas fla CyIpalloyHilTBa ¥ mpaeKkTax
na QakciMinbHBIM y3HaylIeHHI KHIXHBIX
noMmHikay XVII-XIX crarompssa, Axis
cBefyYalb IIpa Ky/IbTYPHbIA KAHTaKThl ITaMiXK
KpaiHaMi ¥ posHbIA nepbLAnbl. Japaybl, afi3in
3 IIpaeKTay IaTall yCTaHOBBI, AKi pajtisyenia
y>ko Ha npauAry 30 ragoy, IpbICBEYaHbI
Benapyci. I'sta kpassHay4as kaHpepIHIbLA,
Ha SIKOU abMsApKOyBamIlja KPBIHIIIbI,
3BsI3aHBIA 3 GeapycKail KyJIbTypail.

Y pamkax ¢opymy mpaituii mneHapHae i

CeKIIbIIHBIA MAaCAJK9HHI, Mp33eHTalbli,
KPYI/IBIA CTajbl, BRICTayKa BhIZAaBelKall IMpajyKIibli.
A Takama y mysei kHiri HanpiananbHait 6i6miaTaki
apmkpbinacs Boictayka “Kuixubla ckap6sr Kyneinckara
MaHacTheIpa’, IpbiMepkaBaHas ga 400 — rogass 3 fHA
3acCHaBaHHA Ha Binme6umruybiHe CsaTa-barasynenckara
xpama. Y XVII craroppsi €H cray agHbIM 3 OyiiHeIIIbIX
acBeTHiNKiX nsHTpay. IIpsl raThIM mpaBacmayHbIM
MaHacTBIpbl § 1654-1630 rapgsl mpamaBana
OpyKapHA, [I3e BblJjaBajacsi HaByKoBa-acBeTHillKasd,
LapKOyHa-IajneMiyHag i cBenkas jiTaparypa Ha
LJapKOyHacaaBsHCKall i crapabenapyckail MoBax. Y
raTait gpykapHi nag Opmait y 1631 rojse Bbiiimay i
6yxBap Cripsiiona Cobans. ApbIriHana cTapaKbITHara
najpy4Hika, Ha >Xajb, y bemapyci Hama, aje Ha BbICTaBe
MO)XHa mabaubllb QakcimMinpHae BbIJaHHe OyKBapa,
3psericHenae y 2014 roppase.
Y Mmysei kHiri skcmamyenua pyKaliCHbI IOMHIiK —
Cinopsik Kyueinckara manactoipa XVIII craronnass, ysop
nepaknagHoii mitapaTypsl «licTopbia npa Bapmaama i
Tacada», «AxToix laana [lamackiHa», afiHO 3 LIYJOYHBIX
niTypriunbix BoigaHHAY «Tpacdanarién» i iHmbIA
9KcmaHaThl. [Ipazgcraynensl mapar KipbUIiYHBIX BbIIAHHAY
ipykamnicay XVII-XVIII craropnssay s sanicami Kyneinckara
MaHacTeIpa. CApop ix - pykamicHbIA HOTBI «IpMasoriit»
XVII craroppnssa, MacKoyckid i Kieyckis 60racny)1<:—)6HbIH
cTapafiayHis rpaBlopbl. Takcama 3MelIYaHbl JAKYMEHTBI,
3BAI3aHbIA 3 TicTopbiAil KyljeicHkara MaHacTbIpa.

laHHa MATPOBA
®Oorta JlizaBeTbl [onag
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KYNbTYPHAA AbIN/IAMATbIA

“BBA31Y”

HABEJIAY

MYPMAHCRI
IIICBMEHHIR

Y rocui y BbipaBewLki
aom “3Baspa”
HaBepaycA NiCcbMeHHIK 3
MypmaHcKkan Bo6nacui
AnakcaHgp Pbikoy
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Harapgaem, mro y 1998 ronse, macnsa Bisita IlpasigsnTa
Pacny6rikiBermapycp AnsikcanppalJlykammsHkiy MypmaHck,
y CTasliIbl Halllail KpaiHbl ObUII TpaBe3eHbl mepibld [IHi
MypwmaHckait Bo6nacyi y Pacny6riust benapycs. Yazen
y MepampbleMCTBax iX mparpamel Opaii i samanspHbLa
nicbMeHHiki. “Tafbl MHe faBsAMoOCA MasHaéMinua 3
Biranem Macnaspim, Mappinaii YpicTaHOraBaii, a Takcama
Hapsean banpmakosaii, — Maj3Amiycsa Ha CyCTPIYbl 3
Ansxcangpam PeoxoBbimM crapuibiHa Carosa micbMeHHiKay
Benapyci, kipayuik BoigaBerjkara foma “3Bsaspa” Amech
Kapniokesiu. — Jlapaubl, Tasg cycTpaya IpbIHECIA i CBOIt
wiéH. Kami mMbl poixtaBani kuiry “©panipick CkapbiHa Ha
MOBaX Hapojiay cBeTy , Ipa3 MypMaHCKIX micbMeHHiKay fa
CYIIpallOYHILTBA NPBILATHY/I CaaMCKYI0 IepaKIafdbIIy
Anskcanppy AHTOHaBY. fIHa nepakajia Ha CBal0 POJHYIO
MOBY yPpBIBAK Ca CKapblHAayCKail IMpajMOBBI Ja KHiri
“IOpsid”...”
Y 1997 i 2018 rr. npas benapych npaxonsiy mapmpyr
Ky/IbTypHail aKcienpiibli “CrraBsHCKI X07;, apraHisaBaHbl
MYyPMAaHCKiMi IiCbMeHHiKaMmi.
ITast i mpasaik Anakcanjgp PpDxoy packasay mpa
CéHHAWHI cTaH pasBinusa MypMaHckail apranisanbli
Carwosa micbMeHnHikay Pacii, mpa TbIsl MepanpbleMCTBBI
Ky/lIbTypHa-acBeTHilIKara Xxapakrapy, AKid najssauna y
3amansp’i i sikig Marm 6 craip go6pait iHTarpablitHall
TBOpYall IIALOYKal s nitapatapay bemapyci i Pacii.
VY mpeiBaTHACLi, PasMOBa illIa 1pa Y/3€eN iTapaTypHaii
Monansi ¥ popyme-decTsiBani masTeIuHA HMeCHI i
nitaparypsl Manbix popmay “Kamitan Ipait”, saki yxo
cray BisiToykait MypmaHncka. Anech Kapniokesiu
IIpallaHaBay paclpalasalb i 3aKm04bllb [laragHeHHe a6
cympanoyHinTse namix CarosaM micbMeHHikay benapyci
i MypmaHckaii apranisanpiail Caosa nicbMeHHikay Pacii.
Anaxcangp Pbpkoy, japaybl, ToNbKi TO BbIgay y MincKy §
BbIfjaBellTBe “UeThIpe YeTBepTH™ CBAIO KHIT'y A9TOKTHIYHBIX
ricropniii «IIpuspak 3apaTycTpbi». Ysen y CycTpadsl §
“3Bs3u3e” mpbIHsIa i MiHCKI KHiraBbigaser, wieH Caro3sa
nicbmeHHikay benapyci Jlinisna Annyx.

Csapren llibIMKO

MAPBIUCKIM
YbITAYAM
AOPACYEULUA

Y Ewkap-Ane nagpbixTaBaHa Oa BbiAaHHSA KHira
Oenapyckan AsiyuAa4vyan npo3bl Yy nepaknag3e Ha

MapbIMCKYy0 MOBY. [IpaekT pbixTaBaycs Ha npausary
HeKanbKix ragoy.

PackasBae mepakjafublk TBOpay 6emapyckix ayrapay
Mapbliicki npasaik, ny6minsict i gpamarypr HOpbii
Canayéy, axi i ¥ benapyci racusasay, i He ajHOIIUBI
IpbIMay y/i3€/1 Y PO3HBIX MepalpbleMCTBax OenapycKix
i 3aMeXHBIX IicbMeHHiKay, AKisA gaBoJi 4YacTa
IpaBoA3AIIa ¥ POSHBIX papMaTax — sIK 3 HelTaCPaJHbIMI
JKBIBBIMI BBICTYIIEHHAMI CypasMoyuay, Tak i ¥ papmalie
aHJIalH:

- Y Hamai pacnyO6minbl ¥ aloumHiA ragbl cKaaxics
ZOOpbIs KaHTAKTHl 3 Oenapyckimi micbMeHHiKaMi.
CrapoHKi Hamara ayTapbiT3THAra airaparypHa-
MacTrankara yacomica “OHuYbIKO” CicT3MHa, 3 rofa
¥ roj, mpajcTayisAoIna HepakaagaMm 3 bemapyckait
ma’sii i mposbl. Y cyyacHall MapbliicKail liTapaTyphl
cdapmipasanacs KaMaH/ja PYIUIiBbIX IIepakIafiyblKay —
Irap ITanmoy, T'enapgsp Asap, Cearnana I'peirop’esa,
Amnatonb Iimipkaey. I Benbmi pagpl, mTO i 4 — Takcama
¥ raTail ayTapbIT3THAl Karopiue. 3a MiHy/Ibld Tafibl
“OHYbIKO”, iHIIBIS BBIJAHHI HafgpyKaBaji BepIIbl
i amaBApganHi Aneca bagaka, Baneprma Kasakosa,
Kactyca Typxko, Bacina Caxapuyka, Bikrapa Illnina,
JTropminet Py6neyckaii i inmbix masray i mpasaikay.
I'sTa cBoeacabIiBpl MpalAT THIX IHepaKaafyublliKix
NMaMKHEHHAY, AKiA aXbIOUAYAAAicA MapbliCKiMi
MacTakami cmoBa § 1960-1990-g ragpl. ¥V cBoii yac 'y
Emkap-Ane Boifimna kuira Bepmay “Cro masray”.
Iepaxnagupiki—MakcMariin, IBan Ocmi, bapsic [Janinay.
3 6enmapyckix masTay y KHize mpajictTayieHbl BepIsl HKi
Kynansi, SIxy6a Konaca, ITerpycs Bpoyxi. Y raserax i
yacomicax Ha MapbliicKail MOBe ObIIi HafjpyKaBaHbI
TBOPBI HapoAHBIX MasTtay SIkyba Komaca, fuki Kymansr,
Ietpycsa bpoyki, Makcima Tanka, Apkapssa Kynamosa,

Priropa bapapynina, ayTapeITSTHBIX MacTaKoy ClI0Ba
Eynaxii Jlocp, IBana Kanecnika.
Y HOBBI aHTAMATiYHBI 300pHIK, AKi yknay IO pe1it Canajéy,
yBajliIi Macrankis 3gabsiTki leHagsst Aynacenki,
Anecs bapaka, Paicel bapaBikoBaii, Ansaxces [lynapaba,
Anatons 3skasa, Knaypsii Kanine, Ynagsimipa
Kaparkesiua, [Tajna Micpko, ITatpa PyHia, Kansapbiab
XapmaceBiu-JlicaBo i iHIIBIX BAJOMBIX 6enapyc1<ix
IicbMeHHiKay.
Miipkyernna, mro ¥ benapyci ¥ cBato uapry ¥ 6mixaiiuibl
yac mabayublllb CBET aHTANOrisA TBOpay MapbliicKix
nicbMeHHiKay y nepaknaznse Ha MoBy Kynasnsl i Komaca.
- Mbr 36ipaeMcs psanizaBalb i iHIIbIA CyMeCHBIA
TBOPUYBIA NMPAeKThl, — A3elilla cBaiMi MepKaBaHHAMI
npa Oemapycka-MapbliicKis miTapaTypHbIs CyBaA3i
crapmbiHA Carposa nicbMeHHikay Bemapyci Anecn
Kapmrokesiu. — [Ta-nepiae, SHbI 3BA3aHBI 3 pasBinuém
CTaCyHKay nepakaafublKay y HAIIbIX HAL[bIAHAIbHBIX
niTapaTypaX. IX yBa>X/liBblA IMOT/IAABI Ha Ma’3iio i
nposy iHmara Hapoga, 6emapycay — Ha MapbIiICKYIO
niTapaTypy, Mapbliiay — Ha 6e/1apycKyIo, MaclphIAolb
3HAICLIi JIeNIIbIA TBOPBHI, AKisl BapThl Nepaknany. [a-
Apyroe, HeabXoJHa HaaaA3ilb CYMONbHYIO Hpany
nitaparypasHayuay, niTapaTypHBIX KPBITBIKay, Kab
napayHallb TO€, Ky/Jbl i AK pyXalolilja Halllbl 1a33id i
1Ip03a, y YbIM SIHBI MaJOOHBIA 11i afipo3HbIA. MardsiMa,
YKO Ha MMAYaTKy HACTyIHara rojja Mbl apraHisyem
CYHO/NBHBI KPYT/Ibl CTOX Ha T9MY ‘CydacHBI CTaH
6emapycka-MapbIiicKixX miTapaTypHbIX CyBaA3ay . [Jobpa
651710 6 IPBILATHY b 1A IITA CIIPaBBI i yHIBEPCITALUKYIO,
i aKaIsMivHYI0 MO/IaJi3b.

Kactyco JlelHiua

BEJIAPYCb.BELARUS 1 03
NOVEMBER 2023



FONAC PAA3IMbI ‘ Becrki 3 Bemapyci

Y BAIIIKAPTACTAHE
TACITIOE “BACEJIKA”

Ba Ye, cranminsr Pacny6riki Bamkapracran (Paciiickas
Depopanbia), mabaubly cBeT CHELbIATbHBI BBIIYCK
nsingyara gacomica “Ak6ysar” (Takoe ims ¥ 6aIukipckim
smace “Ypan 6arTeip” HOCiLb YapOyHBI KOHB), AKi
npsicBedaHbl benapyci i 6enapyckim pgensim. Hymap
CK/IaJi3€Hbl IPbI MaATPbIMIbI Oe/lapyckara Asinsdara
vacomica “Bsicénka’”.

3 mpeIBiTaZbHAra C/10Ba rajloyHara pajlakTapa 4acolica
“Ak6ysar” micpMeHHiusl Jlappicsl A6pyninait: “Jlaparis
X/IOMYBIKi i A3AYYBIHKI — YbITa4ybl Yacomica “Bsacénka’,
n3eni Paciy6niki bermapycs!

Ap ims gacomica “Ax6y3ar’, ki Bocb 60seit TpbInari
rajjoy papye assuneit Pacny6siki BamkapractaH, Mbl
BiTaem Bac!

Hama pacny6nika mMaTHalbIAHAAbHaA. Y Hac A3Be
A3sIpyKayHbIsA MOBBI — OauiKipckas i pyckas. Haur gacomic
BBIXOyBae I3s11ell y TPajbILbIAX i Ky/IbTypbl 6alIKipckara
Hapopa. ¥ csane banteika IrmiHckara paéna Pacmy6miki
BamikapracTaH XbIByLb Oelapychl.

Ax6ysar - rata 4apoyHbI KOHb 3 amaca “Ypan 6arsip’,
AKi JallaMor Tajl0yHaMy T€POI0 3HAICI KBIBYIO Baay i,
CTATOMIYIIbI T3Tall BafoI0 35AMEJIbKY, IPbIHECIi TI0/35IM
mabpo i pamacyp. Hsaxail Hamel BeIJaHHI 3ayCEnpl
panyoub A3sLeil yCATo cBeTy i Oy yIolb MacTbl APYXKObI
i mipy mamix Hapopami i KpaiHami”!

Y gacomice ca cBaiMi TBOpaMi BBICTYIALb IIKOIbHIKI 3
Mincka, Ammas, KppruaBa — Asneca lamigasa, Apceniit
ITarninki, Tanna IlimixaBa. MasroHKi fa ix my6mikanbii
3pabinalynprasTinsseTnsinaBa. 3Merndanbl y 6aukipckim
BbIlaHHI 1 Hapbic Ajirynp labiTaBait “3axamsanbHae
nagapoykka’, y AKiM pacmaBsfaeInlia mpa afgKpbILIé
Oamkipckim xomybikaM Bymaram 6enapyckait cTamiisl.
ITapapzens! ¥ yacomice i “Kapouenbki 6amkipcka-pycka-
Oemapycki pasmMoyHiK”. A macrtauka JlisHa Hiramarasnasa
Ipa3 KOMIKC Iepakasaja afHy 3 6eIapycKiX HapOJHBIX
Kasak. ACOOHbL cTapoHKi “AKkOysara” — Ma/IOHKI IOHBIX
TBOpLAY 3 apT-cTyAbl 3 3acnmaynsa Minckara paéHa,
KipayHiKoM siKoil 3’ sysenna Anacracis bampimr. Ecp
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y 4yacorice i 6emapyckas cTapoHka — Ha MoBe Kymarbl i
Konaca HagpykaBana cinaByrtas “Kamsixanka”: “Iloyri
73€Hb, IEIUIbI 13eHb./ AMTUIbIBae 3a abI0Ki...”
-“Ax6ysar” i Hapmaneil 6ygse 3 3ajaBaJbHHEM
IpajlacTaynAllb cBae CTapoHKi ayTapam 3 Bemapyci - i
3yCiM IOHBIM, i TBIM, XTO ¥>KO CTaja Ipalye y A3inadann
JiTapaTyphl, — KaMeHIipye Iaji3el0 TaJIOyHbI P3JaKTap
yacomica. - Crazsaémcs, mro i § Benapyci, A3aKyoubl
HaMaraHHAM “Bsicénxi”, iHIIBIX A31IAYBIX BBIJAHHAY,
6oseit gaBepamonna mpa bamkapracraH, nmpa Hamy
HaIlbITHATBHYIO KYIBTYPY.

Pava+ GapBay

Y xandepanupli y31y yasen npadecap Hanbkajickara
yHiBepciTaTa MepakaagybIK Oeapyckail i pyckait maasii
TI'y IOii. KiTajicki By4oHBI i nmiTaparap, AKi MagpeixTaBay
maknaap “BombIT mepakiaamy 4aThIpoxX Bepiuay Sky6a
Komaca”. I'y 01t mo6pa 3Haémbl 3 6ermapyckaii niTaparypait.
Hanpoikauns! 1980-x rr. (a Kani fakaagHeit — y JineHi
1989 ropa) én 661y rocuem Carosa micbmenHikay benapyci,
cycTpakayca 3 Hapo#HbIM nicbMeHHikam benmapyci
Makcimam Tankam. Csipop, ThIX 6eapyckix masTay, 4blis
TBOPYACLb y>KO npbinArayna I'y F0s Ak nepaxmagybika —
Snka Kymana, Makcim barganosiy, I1éTka, Anatons Ceic
i inm. V pgaxmagze I'y 105 va “KanacaBinax” - pacrmosen
IIpa TOoe, 3 AKiMi CK/IalaHaCIIAMIi CYTBIKHYYCA MaliCTpa Ipbl
nepayBacal/ieHH] KolacaycKix Bepliay Ha KiTallCKyio MOBY.
Mix iHIIBIM, LI9JIBI LI9PAT Mafbopak OemapycKail masasii y
nepaxnanse I'y 104 Ha kiTalickyio MOBY HaJipykaBaHbl § 2023
rozize ¥ gacorrice “Berapycp’, siki BbIfjaelila Ha aHIIIICKaIL,
KiTarickaii i Geapyckait MoBax.

SAuras 3 2012 ropa y IMagusabecnait y Llaubisinckim
yHiBepcirare icuye Ilputp SIky6a Konaca. SIro geipakrapam
Inpaiye YHiBepciTanki BbIKIafubIK 3 benmapyci — kanpbiar
meparariyubix HaByk Bombra Ilaxab. Akpams rarara,
sHa 3ajiMae Iacajly JaldHTa Kadeapsl 6enapyckail MOBBI
Ilanbusinbckara yHiBepciTaTa 3aMeXXHbIX MOy. Tama
BbICTyIIeHHS Bonbri BacinbeyHbl — “BbikapbicTaHHe
Ko/lacasHayyait indapMalbli Ipbl HaBy4YaHHI Genapyckaii
MOBe KiTalickix cTyganTtay”. JJapadsl, 3yciM HAgayHa ¥
Ianpusine npanaBana BbicTayka 3 Komacajckara myses,
npbicBevaHast 100-roa3io nereHpgapHait nasmsl “HoBas
3ams. A ¥ 2018 rozize Ba yHiBepciTalie ObIY ycTalABaHbI
HOMHIK HapopHamy necHsipy bemapyci SIky6y Komacy.

Y mparpame Tpausi cexnpli “KamacaBin” - gakiaag
KiTas3Hayna, mepaknagubika Bepaniki Kapaokesiu
“Kiraiicki masr, mepaxmafuslk, Mmactak l'aa MaH - ayrap
Kajirpadiunara maprpara fJky6a Komaca” Haragaewm,
mro laa Man (1926 - 2017) -- kiTaiicKi mepaxkiagdbIK,
IiCbMeHHIiK, By4OHBI, MacTaK. Bblj 3HaéMbI 3 MHOTriMI
n3esdaMi caBelikail miTapaTypsl — Mikanaem I]ixaHaBbiM,
bapbicam BacinbeBbiMm, UblHTizaM AjiTMaTaBBbIM,
bapricam Ilanaseim i inm. ¥V 1957 rogse ¥ sakacui
IepakKaafublKa Impanasay 3 Makcimam Tankam magyac
aro Bisity ¥ Kirtait. ¥ 1958 ropse y Ilexine BoIitmina
¥ mepaknafse Ha KiTailCKyl0 MOBY KHira pepmay M.
Tanka. [lepaknagubikaMi BoicTynini I's baamioans i ¥
JlanpxaHb (IIaf raThIM IIceyaaHiMaM BbicTynay laa MaH).
Y Ilexine 3 F'aa ManaM cycTpaxamicss MHOTisl 6enapyckis
JKypHanicThl i nepaknaguypiki — Hapym lanbpnsaposiy,
Mixkanait JlitBinay, Bonbra lanpnsaposiv, Bepanika
Kaprmokesid, HapopHbl masT benapyci Poirop bapapynin
i inm. [lacnenyblna ¥ cBaiM fgakiaj3e 3sBApHY/Ia yBary Ha
Toe, To [aa MaH He agHOIYBI IpyKaBay palpajyKLbli
naprpara fky6a Komaca j cBaix kHirax, Ha cTapoHKax
HepBIANbIYHBIX BBITAHHAY. A Amrds laa MaH 3’ayndernia
ayTapaM KanirpadiuHbIX MapTpaTay iHLIBIX OeTapycKix
niceMenHikay — fJuki Kynansl, Makcima Tanka, Bacina
brikaga...
I iTaiickas Tamarbika “Kamacasin” 2023 rofa, i BeIcTayka
Konacayckara mysesa ¥ IlaupusinckiM yHiBepciTaue
HafikasBalolb IIBIPOKi MIIAX fa pasBila Oemapycka-
KiTailCKiX cTacyHKay y papmalie BBIBYUSHHS OeapycKait
KJ/IaCi4Hail miTapaTyphl.

Mikona bepne
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CKAPBOHKA

IOBINEX 3 AYMKAMI
Ab "HOBAK 3AMAI"

«Kani natpa6Ha 6b110 6 ana 6yayubix yacoy
nakiHyLb TonbKi af3iH TBOp, AKi 6 Aay yayneHHe
a6 Tbim, WTO TaKoe Genapycki Hapoga, xi6ba He

(4

«HoBylo 3amnionHa3Bay KOXHblI 3 Hacl”, — nicay
Anecb Apamosiu. Masma Aky6a Konaca, akan
nabaubina cBeT CTO ragoy Tamy, agpasy npbiyArHyna
yBary wmatnikix gacnegubikay, i AHbl gani én
BbICOKYI0 aL3HKY. Capopa ix - Ayxim Kapcki, Makcim
Fapauki, IBaH 3amouiH, Kysbma YopHbl. Y po3HbIa
Yyacbl CBae apTbiKyJibl é1 NpbicBALiNI Ynaasimip
KoHaH, IBaH HaBymeHKa, Mixacb MywblHcKi.

fikyobay py6oyak

HsAarnmensAa4ypl Ha Toe, ITO KPBITHIKiI afpasy XX MacnA
BBIXaJly ¥ CBET aJj3HAUbLIi reHiAnbHaclb ayrapa «Hosait
3sAMJTi», OBIIi Yachl, KaJjii TBOP MOT MATpaIillb y paspaf
«IIKOAHBIX». ¥ 30-5 rajipl, Kaji Obly y3sThl KipyHaK Ha
KaJIeKTHIBI3aIIbII0, Bsiacs 6apaibba 3 pairisii, 6bina «He
Ia Meclja» IasMa, y sIKOJI IaKasBamacs Mapa 6enapyckix
csitst a6 yimacHait 3samii. [ panpacii, Komaca Takcama
BBIK/TiKa/i Ha JonbIThL. [la nepaBbifanHA «HoBait 3samimi»
¥ 1934 ropi3e €H HaBaT BbIMYIIAHbI ObIY IMicallb IPAZIMOBY
3 KPBITBIKall rajloyHara repos... Ajie mpoiijise 3ycim He
mIMaT Yacy i y3uATyio Komacam TaMy napgxonAanb iHIIbIA
nicbMeHHiki. Harata y cBaim gaknazgse na Mi>kHapoyHaii
HaByKoBall kaHepaHIbli «KamacaBinbl», IITO Hmpaiiiia
¥ MiHcky ¥ nome-mys3ei SIky6a Komnaca. 3BsapHya yBary
BYYOHBI cakpaTap J[ssap>kayHara Myses-3anaBeJHiKa
Mixaina Ilonaxasa Jligsia Cnwocapanka: «Komac
NPBIILIOY y NiTapaTypy HaMHora paHeii sa Illonaxasa,
aze abopiBa ymiTaparapbl CTBapaai TBOPBI ¥ aryJIbHBIM
iI3JIHBIM i [yXOYHBIM IIOJTi».
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HanapxBaHHIO CTacyHKay 3 paciitickiMmi xanerami
macnpeisiii fHI KynbTypsl Pactoyckait Bo6maciyi, mro
npaimni ¥ BepacHi. Ha ix pasam 3 npajcraynikami
T3aTPa/bHbIX i TBOPYBIX Ka/leKThIBay y MiHCK npblexati
i myseitubis paborHiki. Cynpaunoyuiki [I3spxayHnara
MeMapbisinibHara My3ses SIky6a Komaca sakmrousini
IaraIHeHHi 3 pacTOYCKiMi Kajerami, HaMeli/li ary/IbHbIA
aCBeTHIIKifA 1 BbICTABAUHBIA IPAeKThL. TaK, /1A YacoBaii
sKcmasineli y mysei-samaBeguiky Illomaxasa 6biii
Iepajia3eHbl NPBDKBILEBBIA MapTPaThl SKyba Komaca
paborel Mmactaka CsaméHa I'epyca. A j I3eHb Hapa/KaHHA
Komaca cympanoyuiki Pactojckara sTHarpadiunara
My3es Ha cBaéli csi3ibe macanaini gybodak y ronap SIkyba
Komaca. Mo>xHa cKkasalb, IITO TPaAbILbld Ia Iacajlibl
Apay “mamsALi’ mepaHsATa aji cCaMora IiCbMeHHiKa — mobay
3 IOMaM-My3eeM HKyGa Komaca pacrynp ny6b1, AKis éH
Cafi3iy y TOHap CBaixX ChIHOY.

IMapgyac xandepanusli Jligsis Cnrocapsnka mepagana
GemapyckiM KajeraMm KaTaorl, Y sIKiM HafipyKaBaHBI
ayrorpad Sxy6a Komaca. Harapgama, mro Mixain

IMonaxay npeitiuay Komaca na OyitHbIX 3acHaBaIbHiKay
caBelKall JIiTapaTypel, a TaKCaMa 3BAPHY/A yBary Ha
napabeHcTBRl ¥ Oisirpadisx micbMeHHIKay, aryIbHbIA
JKBIIEBDIA apbIEHIIIPhI, TABary [ja CAMENHbBIX TPazbIIbIli,
aJIHOCIHBI [Ia TiTapaTypHail Ipaibl, ajTabisrpaditHacib
TBOpay, Toe, IITO a00ABYX ayTapay IjikaBia a[{HONbKaBast
npabnemarsika. Tak, [llomaxay ysuimay npabremy
ajlapBaHacli MiCbMEeHHIKay aJi psajbHara >XbIIjId, Ipa
akylo Komac raBapsry samus § 30-a rajsl. Ilikasa, mrto
¥ mepakiajse Ha HapBeXCKy0 MoBy TBop lllonaxasa
«ITopHATasA LennHa», ObIy Mazaz3eHbl AK «HoBasd 3aMmsa».

3anaseTbl NpofKay

3HaKaMiThisA pajiki « Mol pOfiHbI KT, K Thl MHE MiJIbl»
Sxy6 Komac Hamicay, sHaxopasubics ¥ MiHCKiM acTpo3e.
Tamy ybITaya HiKOJi He MaKifjae agyyBaHHe, IITO KIACiK
y BEpLIBI PaCKpPbIY CBAI0 AYIIY, T000Y fa 35MIII i MaIaHy
Jla 3amaBeTay IpoJKay.

VY 1947 ropse Ha Hapaj3e MajaAbIxX HicbMeHHIKay SIKy6
Komac yaragsay: “Kai s csaisey y actpose, mepafa MHOI

BE/IbMi ApKa IayCTa/li MaaloHKi Ma/eHCTBa, IPBIPOIHI .
51 He mymay Tajbl sy ab HamicaHHi masmMel. Xarenacs
IIpocTa packasalb ab ThIM, IITO TAK Ma/lAyHiYa aycrana
¥ maéit mamAni. 4 amicay necHikoBy macagy. 3aTbIM
3’sBi/acs XaJjaHHe Hamicanp 6osbiurae. Tak mactymosa
BbIpacTana masma “Hosas 3amms’.

Komac npanapay Haf raThIM TBOpaM 6osbr 3a 12 rajioy.
ITicay y ThiM iKYy ¥ 3BaKyanpli majguac [lepmrait cyceeTHai
BaitHbl. 3 1915 na 1921 rop €H 3Haxop3iyca Ha Kypurybine,
i TOTBIA TA[BI G4 ATO af3HAYaHbI HEJIMaBepHAIl TYTOM
ma papsime. [Tasma crBapanacs y 9moxy riabaabHBIX
HajliTBIYHBIX 3MeH, AKisfd, SK npan6aq1ﬂ}“f niCbMeHHIK,
HEC/Ii Marposy paciajy BeKaBbIX TPAJbILblil CAMAHCKAra
Kb, Tamy €H Tak xaley afilocTpaBallb 9I0XY,
IakKasalb KallITOyHaCIli 6emapyckara Hapoya. «3amnaBeThl
«HOBa3sAMeNbl|ay», 3aXaBaHHe TPaJbILblil y asMe
Sxy6a Komaca” — Takyo T3My Ji/Is CBAiirO BBICTYIITICHHSA
abpasa HaByKOBbI CynpauoyHik LlaHTpa gaciegaBaHHAY
OemapycKaii Ky/IbTypbl, MOBbIiTiTapaTypbl HallblsiHa TbHA
akanaMii HaByk Benmapyci, yayuka Konmaca Bepa Minkesiu.
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B [noctpaubli ApneHa Kalkypssiva

besymoyHa, Tama Tpasibliblii
ynasme «HoBasa3amiiA» Hepas
Y>KO pasrisAjanacsa po3HbIMI
macnegubikami. Komac
packasay, K CBATKaBai
Kansapger i BanikpgseHs,
ma ATO TBOpaxX HaBaT
MOJXXHa Y3HAyIALb CTPaBbI
HallplIHA/IbHAM KyXHi. Ane
Bepa JlaninayHa 3BApHYyIa
yBary Ha TOe€, AK y Iasme
packpbITa A3inAadasa TaMma,
nacnpabaBana npaBecii
rapasneni 3 cyyacHacuio. Tax,
CéHHZ, AK i CTO rafioy Tamy,
6arbKi KTamosa npa aéc
CBaiX [I3s1IeM, SKi 3a/1eXKbIIb
aj aTppIMaHait agykansli. Kani ¥ gome s6iparorna rociy,
MBI YaCTa HaKPBIBAE€M Ma/IbIM acOOHa, raTakK Xa sK 1 §
nasMe «HoBas 3aMsa», I3e MmakasaHa, IITO CTAPINIILIA
n3eni, AKisg yxKo 6b11i JajlydaHbl Jja Ipalbl Ha 3AMII i
Ia TacIafapiibl, cafsizics sa crton 3 6anpkami, a Maneda
ena acobna. Y «Hosait 3sMJi» amicaHbl KyIIs 1 iHIIBIS
KaJAMHBIA TPaAbllbli, i TOe, IITO OBIJIIO HPBIHATA
CycTpakamp cBsATa yCcéil csiM»éit, Kab 19/Ibl TOJ ITpaBecii
pasaM. Bepa [laninayHa 3BsApHYyIa yBary i Ha acabniBae
CTay/leHHe Teposy MmasMbl fla pajirii. 3-3a ¥3/3eaHHA
LI9H3apay, CKapaYsHHAY MaI/o Majalla, WTo Iepoi 3
ipoHiAl cTaBALLaA ja JYXOYHBIX Tpanpinblii. Hacampau
ycé OBI/IO He TaK,HeKAaTOPBIsI MOMAHTBI CTAHOBSIIIA
6ombII 3padyMenbiMi, Kali Befalb TiCTOPBIIO CAM 1.
Komaca xpsiciini y mpaBaciaye, a BOCh SIro 0aIrbKi
cmavatky Obiri xkaramikami. Kani §y MikamaeyurdsiHe
61)1}"7 CKacaBaHBl KaTaJIilKi MPBIXOJ, csnsiHe ObIIi
nepaxpauryanel. Hanpsikiag, mani Komaca Ha Toit yac,
AK raTa agbbpiBanacs, 6bII0 yxo psecaupb rapoy. Tamy §
nasMe «HoBas 3amna» Ha BAnikjsenp nacisa BApTaHHA
ca CBATOYHAl CTyXObl ¥ lapkBe 6alibKa gactae 3 6abki
KaHTBIYKY i cAM>A CIiABae Ma-MOJbCKY CBATOYHbBIA
IECHi. ..
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Bauybima BiueOckix MacTakoy

Acob6a Komaca i sro TBOpBI 3aycénnl ObIri IjiKaBbIs
MacTakaM. Y MacTallKiM Mysei Bine6cka 3axoyBaena
6arara Takix pabor. Csipoy ix i aji3iH 3 mepIubIxX mapTparay
Sky6a Konaca, siki 3pa6iy y 1925 ropse mactak Abpam
Bpasap. Ha kapijine én packpsry Bo6pas micbMeHHiKa,
JaKlajfHa Ipamicay maTajni xaclioMa, spobieHara 3
JaparoracykHa, Ma/JIlOHKi HaKamy/iiranpmryky. ITaguaac
«KamacaBin» saragublk ¢inisma «Macranki Mysei»
Bime6ckara abnacHora Kpasg3Hayyara Myses ANAKCAHZD
Baranénax mepapgay niv6aBylo Komilo maprpaTa ¥
noM-myseit SIky6a Komaca i packasay npa macrakoy 3
Birje6cka, sIKist CIPBIYBIHITICA ja “KOMacasHaycTBa’ .
A6pam bpasap napapasijcsa ¥ Kiureiuése (Ha Toit yac
Becapabckait rybepHii). ¥ 1912 - 1915 ragax xbIy
i mpanaBay y Ilappixbl ¥ sHakaMiTeiM «Bynmi», f3e
nasHaémiyca 3 [laramam. 3 1918 ropa by y Binebeky,
BBIK/Iafiay y Beimajimaiil mKone MacTalnTBay, sajimaycs
apraHisalbIsAll BBICTABAK, KaMIIJIEKTAIlbIAN Bime6ckara
Myses Macraursay. 3arinyy y Minckim rera. fro
paccrpanani 3 cAM>€il i AByMA A3ALbMI ¥ KpacaKaBiKy
1942 ropa. BajciM cBelle 3axaBajacs yCAro Kais g3sAcsATKa
paboT MacTaka, 4aTBIPHI 3 iX 3HaxoA3AL LA ¥ Benapyci.

Y 1926 ropse ¥ Birje6cky akpbrycs gpyri (macnst Mincka)
n3ApxKayHbl T9aTp. 3 1944 roga éH Hociub iMa fAkyba
Konaca. Tyt 6b110 macrayieHa Maclb CIeKTaK/IAY Ha
TBOpaxX Kjacika. Af3iH 3 Ha6OMbII BAJOMBIX 3 iX —
“CpIMOH My3biKa® — y 1976 ObIy afj3HauaHBbI IPIMisit
Jleninckara kamcamorna. Y Bine6ckim macrankim mysei
3axoyBamla paboTh MacTakKoy, AKisA mparasari
Haj adapMleHHeM rarara i iHOIBIX CHeKTaKIsay. ¥
HnpbIBaTHACHI, y poHax Maenna 6onbur 3a 300 paboT
SAyrena Hikamaeesa, HaposHara macraka bCCP,
3ac/y’kKaHara fi3es4a MacTalTBa, AKi 3a 35 rafoy mpaubl
¥ Taarpsl adopmiy 6ombIn 3a 200 creKTakaAY. AKpaMs
Taro Obly BBIZATHBIM rpadikaM, 3aiiMaycsa CTAHKOBBIM i
MacC/ISTHBIM >KbIBaIlicaM.

V Bine6ckiMm MacTankiM Mysei 3axoyBaroIa i aCKi3sl fa
cnekraknsay “Ha mapose sxpinus” i “ChIMOH- My3biKa”
naBopeTBopay SkybaKomnaca,3pobiensist Ansikcangpam
CanayésbiM, ypajkaHiaM JleHiHrpajckait Bobmacii,
AKI ¥ HallBIAHAJIBHBIM aKagaMidHbIM T9aTphl . Komaca
IpalaBay MacTaKOM-IIaCTaHOYIIYbIKaM, a 3 1977 ma
1995 rappl raJIoyHBIM MacTaKOM. SIro cMenbi [oKapalbli,
BBIKQaHAHbIA § aBaHIapJHAIl MaHepbl, Ja3BajlsAli IIbIOei
pacKpbllb XapaKTap repoAy, ifai, mepajgsennbsa y
IacTaHOYIbl. AZHOIYBI Tafiyac racTponAy y Mackse,
ajipasy macisA Y3HALLA 3aC/IOHBI, I7efadbl, TONbKI

B [lanpayki fikyba Konaca pa

)“76aqb1}“7mb1 nakapanpli Canayésa, mavasi anaajblpaBallb.
Y 1924 ropze cTyasHT Bimebckara MacTaljkara TaxHiKymMa
3aip Asryp, sKOMy Ha TOit 4ac 6b10 ycsaro 16 ragoy,
Ob1y 3anpomansl ¥ Minck, gse naniy Aky6a Komaca.
MoskHa cKasallb, 3 THIX 9acoy i 3aBA3anacsa cA6poycTBa
CKy/IbIITapa 3 CAM €11 MiChbMEHHIKA, a TaKcaMa IJIEHHBIS
mapTHEPCKiA cyBasi. MeHaBiTa A3rypy 6bI0 japydaHa
CTBapdHHE CKY/IbITYpHAara aHcaMOas Ha IJIOLIYBI
SAxy6a Komaca ¥ Mincky. Broct Konaca, Aki ckynbmnrap
BbIKaHay fga 70-rof3s nasTa, 3HaXOA3iI1a ¥ IacTaAHHa
9KCIasinbli Birjebckara Myses.

Y 1946ron3e nepaexa}”fyBiue6c1< ypamxanen IroMeHcKaii
ry6epHi Poirop Kiikyuibis, TyT €H cIrayaTKy BydbIycs, a
Iacsid i mpanaBay y MacTalKaji By4s/IbHi i Ha MacTallKa-
rpadiunbiM dakynbrane Ilepararivnara iHCTBITYTa.
3aiiMayca adapMaeHHeM KHIr ManyasapHBIX ayTapay,
y teiM 7iky Sxy6a Komaca. SIro HaseiBani “kapaném
wpbidpTOy”. Japaubl, CTBOpaHBIMI iM mpbIpTaMi Aa
raTara 4yacy KappicTaronua Ha npacropax CHJIIL.
MepanbepHail IIaCcThIKAll — aCOOHBIM CKY/IBITYPHBIM
)KaHpaM, KaJli TBOp He NaBiHeH (338183 nmaMepami
6onpubiM 3a 20 caHTBIMeTpay, 3aiiMaena Banepsrit
Maryusl. Y 1992 roase na wb6ineio Aky6a Konaca én
BbIKaHAy Mefanb 3 BbifABall Knacika. I'sTy i MHoris
iHuIBIsA paboThl €H mepasay y BineOcki macTarki Myseit i
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Maj3AIiycsa 3 CynpanoyHiKaMi cBaimi
afayBaHHAMI: ~Ilacis raTail mpaisl A
npauyy Konaca, nepausitay sro. Kani
THMa MsHe He XBaJIloe, Hiyora He Oy Ay
pabine. I'ata 6yase pamsicrso. [lomHio,
mrro Komac MsiHe jcxBasaBay .

JIa TBopuacni Konaca spapranmica i
iHIIBIA MacTakKi, AKig mpanasani y
Bine6cky. Capop ix — ypajxaHel
T6inici Bikrap Augpocay, Cypan
MipsasH, AKi Mey apMAHCKisA KapaHi.
[ixaBa, TO yCe TBOPIIbI, HATTIEA3AIbI
Ha TOE€, HITO XXBbI/i § PO3HBIA YaCHI,
nmpanaBanai ¥ agMeTHBIX TO9XHiKax
i mppi6piBani y Bime6ck 3 iHmIbIX
KYTKOY i HaBaT KpaiH, AK 3ayBaXKbly
majyac KaHpepaHIbli AJSAKCAaHAP
baraménak, 3Mmarii agHO/IbKaBa
npauyub Kosaca, 1akaHiqyHa raBapbuIi
Inpa CKJIaJaHbIA p34Ybl, af3Havanli,
LITO ¥ TBOpYACLi NiCbMEHHiKa HAMA Hidora JIimrHAra,
HaHacHora. 3aip Asryp, HanpbIKIaj, Has3biBay SIkyoOa
Komaca “necuspom mpaypsr’.

TBopuae yBacabneHHe

Craropgpse nmasmbl “HoBas 3amna” O6bl10 af3sHadyaHa He
TO/DbKi HaByKOBail KaH(pepaHUbLAlL. L[9/1bl rOI My3eliHbIA
paboTHIKI Ipalyolb Ha/ja aIy/sApbl3abisai TBOPYACLI
kacika. Slusl mpassini Ha Pagsime Komaca decrriBans,
npbicBeYaHbl 3HaKaMiTaMy TBopy. Beimycnini i
npaseHTaBasi GpakciMinbHae BbIZaHHE [1a9MBbI, y3HABI/II
apbITiHAabHBI MacTalUKi WpbI(T, Hagaf3eHbl Ha
BOKJIAJIL[bl TOJ IepIIail KHiri, sikas mabavsia CBeT y
1923 ropse. ®akciminbHae BbIIaHHE MY3eIIIYBIKI VKO
npajcrasini ¥ Mackse i Kitai.

A ¥ nsenp HapapxsHHA Komaca § mitaparypHa-
MeMapblANbHBIM MYy3ei ajfkpblnaca BbICTayKa,
npeicBevaHas “Hosait 3samii”. Ha éit mpapcrayaeHsl
BBIIAHHI MTadMBbl, AKifg MabavblIi CBET y PO3HBIA 4aChI
(masma IepaBblaBajaca ABalalb paso}“f). IIpsr1 >xpIryi
Komaca 6b1/1i HagpyKaBaHbIA ceM aCOOHBIX BBIJAHHSAY
“Hosait 3samni”. Hap adapmiaeHHeM TBOpa mpalasani
BAOMbIAMacTaKi. Hanpoikmag, ipyroe BbllaHHE Ta9MBbl —
y 1927 ronse - adopmiy ¢incki MacTak AneKcaHTIPbI
Axonma-Bamo. ¥V 1920-a rajgpl €éH Xbly i mpamasay y
Benapyci, Byusljcs y Macrankait mkone y Bime6cky.
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Ha ¢done poyHeHbKiX manmocak 3siMi 3 IPbITOXBIMI
craxxkaMi rpadik-adapminens makasay 6emapyckara
CeJIsiHIHA, sIKi, a6IiBalOYBICS IOTAM aJf IISKKAll Iparsl,
6epaxkitiBa TppIMae y pyKax >KMEHbKY )KbITHEBDIX 3APHAT.
Ha sxcnasinpli mpazicTayieHsl i cirHaabHbI 9K39MIILAD
BbIlaHHA, AKoe Komac arpeimay y mai 1941 roga. fIno
MeJia IIpBIrOXKae MacTaikae agapmieHHe. Y KHise Obii
3MenrdaHbl 14 rpadidHbIX I/TI0CTpaLbil, AKisA sICKpaBa
I1aKa3BajaiBoOpasbIreposy. AneyThpaXk KHiraHemaiina,
Imavasjacs BaliHa, 3aXONHIiKi SHIIIYbBIII gpyKapcKis
rpaHki. Af3iHer ananenst acobnik Komac majapsry caéi
6bII0I By4aHilbl 3 benjsaxnenTaxHikyma AnAKCaHAPBI
JKykoyckaii. JKanubiHa cTana saciay»KaHall HacTayHinait
BCCP. [Tagapynak Komaca saxoyBasa sgK caMylo laparyio
PaniKBir0. A macis cMepli )KaHUYBbIHbBI KHira nepajisesa y
¢doupsr Myses Sxyba Komaca.

“Hosast 3sims” Bbixofsina i y Binbui. ¥ 1952 roase ¥
MioHXeHe se Bblana Oenapyckas gbiAcnapa. Hekanpki
II€PaBbIJAHHAY IadMbI a(’papMnﬂ)“f Amnaronp Bonkay. Tak,
Y KHi3e, AKasA IpyKaBanacay 1958 rogse, sMenryanpl HaBaT
JiBa Bifibl rpaQivHBIX IIFOCTPALbIIT — Ha a/{HBIX MaJIIOHKaX
majjajiseHsl fo6pa BBIMiCAHBIA, MpalpallaBaHbIsA fa
Apo6si3s1y BOOpassl, Apyras 4acTka 3pobseHa y iHumai
MaHepBI, iIII0CTPpalbli afpO3HiBaMOIIa IPACcTATON i
JTaKaHiYHaCITIO.

Manwonki Bonkasa aco6Ha IIpa/iCTayIeHbl Ha BHICTABE.
A A11Y5 TYT MOXKHA ITabavblL]b apbITiHaIbI I/TI0CTPALIBII
na masmbl “Hosas ssamus” Apnena Kamkypasiua,
3pobnenbla ¥ 1968 roxse, sAkisa Hikosi He ApyKaBaics.
Y posHBI Yac masMy inocTpaBai TaKiAd MacTaki, fAK
Onyapy Arynosiy, leopriit [Tannaycki, Peirop ®panoy,
Amnaronp Anexcanjposiy, Bacinp llapanrosiy, [TaBen
I'yrxoycki.

Boiganne “HoBait 3amni” 1968 roma 3 agMeTHBIMI
inoocrpansisami leopris [Tamnajckara 6b10 afj3HaYaHa
Ha KOHKypce ¥ Jleiinupiry gbinomaM “TIpbirasiinraii
KHiri cBery”.

Konac, sikis niusry “HoBato 3siM110” acHOYHall masMait
y cBaéil TBOpYaAcIli, crlaf3AaBaycs, ITO Aro TBOp 6ynse
Iepakxsajalla Ha iHmblA MOBBL. Y 1934 rozse 3’;1131}“101
HepIIbl TepaKaj Ha PYCcKyIo MOBY. SIro 3pabiy Cspreit
Tapapsenki. Ané éH Ob1y He MOYHBIM, 3 30 paspsenay y
apbITiHaJe ¥ pycKaMoyHail KHide ObI10 ToMbKi 13.
Hacrynnalmo xHiry Ha pyckaii mose Komac yakay
15 ragoy. fIna mabausina cBeT y 1949 roase, Hap €it
npalaBay KaJaeKThly mepakaajgubikay. Afsin 3 ix —
ITérp CambiHin HaBaT mpblexay y MiHck i XbIy fgBa
Mecsnbl y kabinere Komaca. IlicbMeHHIK XBansiBaycs 3a
KOXXHBI PajIOK, TAyMaubly, IepaKaajiay He3pasyMeybls
C/IOBBI, HABAT 3aTPbIMAY 3/1a4y MepaKmIamy y ApyK. ¥

B Ap3iH 3 nepLbix napTpaTay
fikyba Konaca, 3pobneHbl Abpamam
bpasapam

B [lasma "HoBas 3amna"
nepaeblfaBasiaca ABallallb pa3oy

9KCHasilpli My3es IMpajfcTayleHbl PyKallic 3 mpayKaMi
Konaca ma mepakiasy nasMbl Ha PycKyi MOBY. I Thim
He MEeHII PyCKaMOYHBI YbITa4 TakK i He 3MOT yOaubIllb
“Hosyto 3aMII0” IIajIKaM, KHira BbIiIIIa 3 KyHopaMi
i CKa)X9HHAMI. Y TOJN 4Yac /livbllacsa HempbIMajbHall
[asThI3AIbIsl 3AMOXKHATra, sIK TaJbl Kasaji ‘Kymamnkara’,
CANMAHCKAra XbiusA. Hanpeiknag, y pasfsene nasmMbl
“Ilapgrmsig maon” 6BIIO BBIKpacieHa aXkHO 14 cTpod.
3aToe BBIZATHBIMI aTpbiMarnics mepaknagsl “Hosait
3aMIi” Ha YKpaiHCKYIO i IObCKYI0 MOBBI, IITO 3BsA3aHa
¥ TBIM miKy i 3 TBIM, IITO iX ayTapel Jobpa Bepani
6enapyckyio MoBy. Tak, Yacnay Ceniox Hapapsiycs ¥
1930 roxse ¥ maAcTauky /Ilro6ua HaBarpyznckara nasera,
a ¥ 1945 ropse siro csam’s nmepaexana ¥ bemacrox. Hap
nepakiaagaM ‘Hosaii 3saMi” Ha IOTBCKYI0 MOBY, SIKYIO
éH HaspiBay Genapyckait “mecHsit mecusny”, CeHIOX
npanaBay /13ecAIb rajoy.
Hapg moynbiM mepaknajgaM Ha aHIIiMICKYI0 MOBY
npanasana Bepa Pory, Ha xanp, AHa Tak i He macnena
3aKOHYBIIb I'ATYI0 Pab0Ty. ACOOHBIS YPbIYKi 3 MasMbl
“HoBast 3saMas” Iepakiajanics Ha aHITINCKYIO,
icIIaHCKy10, PPAaHIY3CKYIO, 6aNrapCcKyo, apMsIHCKYIO
i iHIUBIA MOBBI.

Anena [l3aA3t0na

B QoraayTapa.
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FONAC PAA3IMbI ‘ Becrki 3 Benapyci

CA CTYXXKI HABIH

A3EAA MIPY | 3roAbl

3 KacTpblYHiKa Ia CHeXaHb
Hpaxopx3sAanb abmacHbIA
agbopaunsis typer XIV
Pacny6rikanckara ¢ecTbiBaio
HalblAHANbHBIX KYJIBTYP.
Y Mincky mpapgcrayHiki
HaIlbIIHA/IbHA-KY/IbTYPHBIX
ab’sifHaHHAY CBAIO TBOPYACID,
HaKipaBaHYI0 Ha 3aXaBaHHeE
TpPaBILbIIi3a0bITKAY TIPOAIKAY,
nakasasi28 kacTpbluHika. [IbITanHi, AKiA ;[aTquauuaa;[6opy
ynsenpHikay i mpaBsaaseHHs Pacmy6mikaHckara (ecTpIBaio
HaIBLTHA/IBHBIX KY/IBTYP ObUIL pasriiefyKaHbl i Ha 4aproBbIM
nacsAmpKoHHI KancynbrarbljHara Mi>kaTHiYHara capeTa npbl
VYnayHaBa>kaHbIM I1a CIIPABAX PIJIiriil i HALbIAHAIbHACIIAY.
Ha cycrtpaunl ¥ anapane YnayHaBa)kaHara Ia cIpabax
paniriit i HanpIAHANIbHACIAY WieHbl CaBeTa 3Marvli 3ajialb
CBae IbITAaHHI HAKOHT 3MeH y 3aKaHajaycTBe Pacmy6miki
benapycp, mro parnamentye f3eitHaclb rpamajcKix
a6’sapHaHHAY, KaHCy/IbTaHTY yrpayieHHs Ia HbITaHHIX
HEKaMePIbIHbIX apraHisanbiii MinicTapcTBa 0CTBILbIL
SIyreny Kakymebr. En packasay npa mapasiak magpbixToyki i
IIpaJICTay/IeHHs § POTiCTPYI04blA OPraHbl MaTIPbIAIAY /1A
NIPBIBAJI3€HHA YCTAaHOYYbIX JJAKYMEHTay y a/ilaBe/jHacli
3 marpabaBaHHAMi 3akoHa Pacny6miki Berapycs “A6
rpaMajicKix ab’AmHAHHAX Y pafakipbl am 14 morara 2023
ropa.

Ha macsamkaHHI TakcaMa af0bllics BbI6apbl CTapIIbIHi,
HaMeCHiKa CTaplIblHi i ajfjKasHara cakparapa
KancynbraThlyHara Mi>kaTHiuHara capera. YA3elbHiKi
CycTp9oubl afHajylIHA IparajacaBaji 3a Toe, Kab
CTapuIbIHEN a6’ AflHAHHA Na-paHeiIaMy Obly CTapIIbIHA
MinckararapafickoraapMsaHCKaraKy/abTypHa-acBeTHII[Kara
taBapbicTBa ‘Aitactan” Ieopriit Eriasapan, ski, gapausl,
HaIpBIKAHIIBI MiHy/lara rofa ObIy afj3HaYaHbl MPaMifil
“3a gyxoyHae agpajpKoHHe  3a YHECAK Ba yMallaBaHHe
HalbIAHAJIbHAI 3TOIBI § OeapyckiM rpaMasicTBe.

“Ham écup 4ubIM raHapbinna’, — 3ayBaxbly leopriit
AHyIIaBaHaBiy, MaJiBO/I3A4Ybl BBIHIKI IIpallbl 32 allOUIHiA
ragol. CaBer pobinp BenbMi MHOTA st YManaBaHHA
MDXHAIbIsIHAJIbHAI 3TOABI, HA/MAJXKBAHH: CAO0POYCKIX,
IIapTHEPCKIX CTaCyHKay MaMiX IIpajicTayHiKaMi pO3HBIX
Hapogay. HanpisHanbHa-KyAbTypHBIA a0 ANHAHHI, AKisA
J3eliHivalolb y Halllall KpaiHe, IpaBo/3A1b PasHaCTallHbIA
CYCTPIYBI, KAHI[IPTHI, PHIXTYIOLb ;A0 paIbIHHBIA IPArPaMbl,
parynApHa y/3enbHiYaolb y 9Ka/JariuHbIX aKIblAX I1a
TIACAJIIbI /Ieca, a/I3HAYAIOND /I3P>KaYHBIA CBATDI, ITIAHYIOb
IaMAILb reposy i axssp Bstikait AitabIHHA BallHBbL, OApyLDb
Y/A3€/1ypasHaCTaHbIXKY/IbTYPHbIXiCAI|blA/IbHBIX TPAEKTAX.
Tax, Ha macsamxasHHi CaBeTa, AHBI 3HOY HalBepA3ili cBaé
JKaJjaHHe JaMydbllilia a pacrnyO6mikaHCKal JabpadbIHHA
HaBarofHAn akupl “Hambr nzeni”.
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BOBPA3 EYOPACIHHI
HATXHAIE MACTAKOY

Y HauplAHaIbHBIM MacTALIKiM My3ei afKpbl/Iacs BbICTayKa
“CasiTacip 3sMi1i 6ermapyckair’.

Bpictayka - BbiHik VIII MixkHapogHara mMacTrankara
IJIEH3PY, apraHisaTapaMi sKkora BeICTyHii benmapycki caros
MacTakoy, berapyckas npaBacnayHas 1japksa, bemapycki
caro3 >xaH4bIH. Macraki 3 benapyci, Pacii i MangoBb! micasni
KapLiHbl, HATXHIYIIBICA JKBILLEM i I3€/THACIII0 E}"I(i)paciHHi
IMomankaii, HabeCHall 3aCcTYIHILBI 3AM/Ii Gemapyckait.
Sle BoOpas - cimBan mipamo6cTBa i m060Bi ja GIDKHIX.
3 €11 3BA3aHbl 3HAKABbIA MaJi3€i ¥ riCTOpBhIi i KyIbTyphI:
OymayHinTBaxpamay, sikisi cTaji nsHTpamiaceTsy Ilomarkiv
KHACTBE, TIEPAK/IAJ] i CTBAPSHHE PyKallicay IJAPKOYHBIX KHIT.
ITa mpocb6e acBeTHiIBI GbIIa CTBOpaHa afHa 3 Oelapyckix
cBATBIHD — 3HaKaMiTbl Kpbok Eydpacinni ITomankaii.
YnsenbHiki nienspy Hasepani Craca-Eydpacinneycki
>)kaHo4bl MaHacThip y Ilomanky, masmaéminica 3
IpaBaclayHbIMi CBATBIHAMI ropaja. Ha BbicTayubl ¥
HauprananpHpIM MacTalKiM My3ei IIpajicTayneHa Kausd
IIayCOTHi TBOPAY, CAPOJ AKIX — Ieli3aKbl, HALIIOPMOPTBI,
CIOKOTHBIA i CiMBaniyHbIA KaMIIa3illbpli, TBOPBI, AKisd
IpbICBeYaHbI XXbIIEBaMy LULAXY Eydpacinni [Tonamxaii.
Ha sxcmasiusii magasens i 30 paboT mepamoxiay
pacmybrikaHcKara KOHKYPCY A3ilisidara MaTloHKa.

Ha ypaubicTpiM apgkpbinui BbicTayKi IlaTpbiapuib
9k3apx ycae bemapyci Mirpananit Mincki i 3acmaycki
BeHisIMiH, aJI3HauBI, ILITO CAPOJ CBATBIX 3AMJIL Oe/TapycKait
npanagobuas Eydpacinus Iomankas 3aiimae acabiBae
mecria. EH ciajigsienia, mto oKCTasilbisl Macay>Kbillb Tamy,
Kab 60sbII /TI0A3eil 3BSPHYIIL yBary Ha BoOpas CBSTOIL,
ACOHCABA/IL ATO i CyJAKPAHYIIICA 3 IyXOYHACIIIO.
bi6bnisToka MiHckalt fyxoyHail akagamii cymecHa 3
ITpasigaHIKail 6i6misToKall IpagCcTaBiai Ha BBICTAYIIBI
(akciMiNbHBIA BBIITAaHHI XKbILIifA CBATOI, ITAPKOYHBIA KHITi,
¢daxkciminpHae BoijanHe Ilomankara EBanrevisa. Takcama
TYT pasMelI4aHbl (GiIaTaMCTBIYHBIA PabOTHI BbI/jaBellKara
naHTpa “Mapka” PYII “Benmnomra”, Ha sIKiX ImakasaHsl
ceathiHi [Tomarkait 3wyt i ramarpadiunas BoraBa Kpeoxa
Eydpacinni [Momarxait.

BeicTajky 3MOryib mabayblllb He TOIbKI KbIXapbl i TOCI
cranminel. SIHa 6yf3e sKcllaHaBaI[la ¥ PO3HBIX rapajax
benapyci.




