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The popular science, illustrated environ-
mental journal

IS:

— information about the natural potential of Belarus;

— reflection of the state policy in the field of environmen-
tal protection and rational use of natural resources;

— technologies and innovations for solving environmen-
tal problems;

—issues of environmental education and upbringing;

- the best photographs of the animal and plant world
from professionals and amateurs.

"The Birth of an Idea"
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The significance of the partnership
between Belarus and China, which has
looked nothing but exemplary for a long
time from all points of view, can hardly
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3 8 Growth rates are based on acceleration

Last year, the Belarusian economy showed its resilience. Despite
the sceptical forecasts given by various international
organisations, it continued to develop.

46 To be able to overtake time is an achievement

Recognizable futuristic body lines, panoramic windshield,
ergonomics. .. Due to all this, autonomous trams, electric buses and
trolleybuses organically fit into the transport life of cities not only in
Belarus, but also in the CIS countries, as well as far abroad. They are
made at the BKM Holding enterprise, known under the more familiar
name Belkommunmash.

2

The effective development of the country’s economic potential
is facilitated not only by the modern level of organisation of
production, but also by continuous technical re-equipment. For
example, the work of the Belarusian nuclear power plant today
contributes both to the accelerated transition of industry to a
new stage of energy efficiency and helps to reduce dependence
on hydrocarbon fuel supplies.
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His canvases
could illuminate
the hall of

the museum

in the absence
of electricity

Some believe that
Belarusian painting is
restrained, but the artist
Nikolai Bushchik asserts
with his works that real
art can be festive, bright,
sublime
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HIGH LEVEL
OF ORGANISATION

THE CENTRAL ELECTION COMMISSION APPROVED THE
RESULTS OF THE REPUBLICAN REFERENDUM
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Thus, 82.86% of the voters who took part in the referendum (or 65.16% of the citizens
included in the voting lists) voted for the new version of the Basic Law of the country. It should
be reminded that one question was submitted to the referendum: do you accept amendments
and additions to the Constitution of Belarus?

As Igor Karpenko, Chairman of the Central
Commission for Elections and Republican
Referendums, said during the meeting, the
referendum was held in an organised manner,
in accordance with the current legislation. “We
received the conclusion of international observers
who worked quite actively within the framework of
the referendum,” he noted. “The well-coordinated
work of all showed that the referendum was
held at a high organisational level. The turnout
of citizens was quite high. This is the work of
the Constitutional Commission, and numerous
meetings, dialogue platforms, appeals of citizens.”

The head of the Central Election Commission
noted that after the adoption of amendments and
additions to the Constitution, serious painstaking
work will be carried out on the legislative and
regulatory framework. The Electoral Code will
also undergo corresponding changes.

Summing up the results of an important socio-
political event, Igor Karpenko said that there were
facts of pressure on members of commissions
for holding a referendum, an attempt to disrupt
the referendum by falsely informing about the
postponement of voting, putting numerous
inscriptions on buildings and pasting leaflets
that put pressure on the will of citizens. “Clear,
organised interaction with the internal affairs
bodies and departments of the Ministry of
Emergency Situations ensured security during the
referendum and did not allow destructive forces to
fulfil their plans,” emphasised the head of the CEC.

Secretary of the Central Commission for
Elections and Republican Referendums Yelena
Baldovskaya announced the following data
regarding the referendum. The total number of
citizens entitled to participate in the referendum
amounted to 6 million 815 thousand 635 people.

5 million 359 thousand 403 people took part in
the voting. Thus, the turnout was 78.63% of the
total list of citizens eligible to participate in the
referendum. Of these, 2 million 922 thousand
738 people voted early. 336 thousand 159 voters
participated in the referendum at the place of
residence. 2 million 100 thousand 506 people voted
at the polling station on the day of the referendum.
4 million 440 thousand 830 citizens voted for
the adoption of amendments and additions to the
Constitution of the Republic of Belarus, which
amounted to 82.86% (or 65.16% of those included
in the voting lists). 684 thousand 946 participants
of the referendum voted ‘against’ the adoption
of amendments and additions, which is 12.78%.
According to the Central Election Commission,

4.36% of ballots were declared invalid.
Veronika Kaniuta
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Aleksandr Lukashenko
signed the Decision of the
republican referendum
on the Constitution. The
updated Basic Law has
already entered into force
on March 15th — the Day
of the Constitution of

the Republic of Belarus.
In fact, new pages of the
annals of the country

and nation have begun.
This is a very important
period, as the President
of Belarus spoke about at
the solemn ceremony of
signing the Decision of the
republican referendum.
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Dear compatriots,

The people of Belarus have made their choice. Choice in
favour of evolutionary transformations of the political system.
Democratically, in accordance with our Belarusian laws. The
people showed wisdom and national maturity.

In the context of a tense international situation and threats
to our traditional way of life, we have taken a serious step
towards strengthening the country’s sovereignty. They made it
based on their own experience of constitutional reform, taking
under the protection of the primordial values accumulated over
the centuries-old history of the Belarusian people. The people,
which, at turning points, have always made a choice in favour
of peace, the creation and strengthening of the foundations of
our statehood.

8
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Evidence of this is the results of previous referendums. With
the Constitution that we wrote and improved at the dawn of the
formation of sovereign Belarus, we have achieved a lot. But most
importantly, the adoption of the current Constitution marks the
construction of a sovereign and independent Belarusian state
for the first time in the history of our people.

We have achieved a lot against the backdrop of the most
complicated geopolitical transformations of the world. We
created a balanced and efficient vertical of management almost
from scratch. Taking into account the public demand, new
structures were formed, obsolete institutions were abolished and
the state apparatus was optimised more than once.

In the shortest possible time, we managed to establish
diplomatic and trade relations, strengthen the defence of the
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Motherland, which, in the face of unprecedented external
pressure on Belarus, is the guarantor of a calm and secure life.

Our country has become an initiator and an active
participant in the Eurasian economic integration, the CSTO, and
other interstate entities. Today, we are improving our alliance
with Russia on an equal footing and are engaged in a dialogue
with international partners. We take a firm stand on issues of
sovereignty and security.

Investors and domestic businesses are offered fair and
favourable conditions for conducting economic activities. A
number of parks with special preferential regimes have been
created and are functioning in the republic. Entrepreneurs can
be calm for an honest and responsible business to the state and
people.

The institution of the family as a value, as well as children,
youth, the elderly and the disabled are under the special care of
the state.

All this is the unshakable foundation of our statehood, built
by our hands. And those norms that have worked effectively so
far have remained on the pages of the updated Basic Law. We
helped the elderly, people with disabilities, large families. We
will always do this. Let them not worry that, by adopting a new
Constitution, we will deviate from our policy in this area.

However, it is time to look beyond the horizon.

You know, lawyers say, that the Constitution is an agreement
between the government and the people. That’s right, it'’s an
agreement. And this Constitution reflects the main aspirations
and desires of our people.

We not just strengthened,

I would say, we cemented

our principles: sovereignty,
preservation of historical
memory, patriotism,
protection of the traditional
family as a union of a woman
and a man, and much more.
Yes, these norms do not fit into
the legal trends of the global
liberalist ideology. But this is
our path, our civilizational
and moral choice.

Nevertheless, I will say frankly: if we stopped at the desires
and aspirations of only our society and people, we would at best
slow down our development, we would not develop.

Therefore, any government is granted powers, and the
people in power are called the elite of society, because they are
a little ahead of the people and show the path along which this
very people, together with this government, should move. And
for this we need to look a little ahead, beyond the horizon.

The history of the world is measured in periods. And we
caught our moment in time — the moment of a consistent
transition to a new level of development of society and our
political system. The large-scale, resonant nature of the
nationwide discussion of amendments to the Constitution
confirms this thesis. Belarusians were active, argued a lot,
worried. In a word, there were no indifferent people!

..Without exaggeration, the new edition is a people’s
document. No wonder people supported it. Most importantly,
together we have strengthened the most important ideas,
principles, and goals for the further development of the
country. In other words, together we determined the contours
of the ideology of the Belarusian state, the source of which is
our Basic Law. Remember, we talked for a long time about the
development of the ideology of the state, the state ideology. Let’s
consider that the current Constitution, which we wrote together,
the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus is our ideology.

Pursuant to the national interests, we have given impetus to
new promising areas. They include the development of nuclear
energy for peaceful purposes, the introduction of innovations,
and the protection of personal data. During the pandemic,

°
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citizens were guaranteed the right to healthcare, including free
treatment, and a favourable environment. Responsible concern
of citizens for the preservation of their health was recognised
as the norm. The people need not worry: education, healthcare,
culture, and sports will, as before, be available to everyone.

We have placed emphasis on a peace-loving policy. We
improved the system of public administration. We did this
carefully and thoughtfully, taking into account the fact that
the Belarusian management model has repeatedly proved its
effectiveness in practice. So why break something that worked
well?

In difficult socio-political and economic situations, it helped
to bring the country back from the brink. Therefore, from
the very beginning there could be no question of its drastic
breakdown.

Belarus was and remains a republic with strong state power.
The Head of State will have enough opportunities to exercise
the powers of the political leader of the country. However, other
institutions of power should perform their functions more
boldly and independently.

...I have already said that our life of reforming legislation
will not stop with adopting the Constitution. On the contrary,
the period of the most difficult, painstaking creative work
begins. In two years, we must align all legislative acts with the
Constitution. We have to rebuild the hierarchy of normative
legal acts, weave them naturally into it the decisions of the
Belarusian People’s Congress.

Granting the constitutional status to the Belarusian
People’s Congress was an act of historical justice. Since
ancient times, on the Belarusian land, the people’s council
has been at the forefront of making the most important state
decisions. In our time, for more than a quarter of a century, the
Congress has been approving programs for socio-economic
development for a five-year period, participating in making
crucial decisions in the life of the country. We have simply
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legalised the ancient tradition of our Slavic democracy.

The Belarusian People’s Congress in its modern, now legal
status will perform stabilising and consolidating functions in
society, acting as insurance against unforeseen events. To do
this, it is endowed with a wide range of real power powers,
from the approval of the Military Doctrine to the adoption of
decisions on the legitimacy of elections. As the highest body of
democracy;, it will have the right to impeach the President, but
according to rules predetermined by law.

In fact, any issue significant for the state can be submitted
for consideration by the Congress. And I will note, not only
in those areas that are defined in the Constitution. The law
on the Belarusian People’s Congress should also provide for
other possible powers of this body. Therefore, it is important
that, despite its impressive composition of 1,200 delegates, the
Congress remains mobile. Presence of 1,200 delegates does not
mean that they will gather and sit, and do nothing else. These are
people who will always work at their jobs in labour collectives.

...Asyou can see, we have created and adopted a unique legal
document. It combines traditions and innovations, democracy,
unity of management. Without false modesty, it can be called the
Constitution of the future. And we must take into account the
readiness of society to be more actively involved in the political
life of the country. We saw it from the first days of the collection
of proposals for the Constitution until the voting day.

I urge you to maintain the degree of creative initiative. This
is a signal for the heads of higher authorities, parliamentarians,
civil servants on the ground to more open interaction with
citizens, labour collectives and the public. As you understand,
even time does not give us the opportunity to relax.

We are all interested in the successful development of our
native Belarus, in strengthening national security. We must
protect our land, our state. And this will be our contribution
to the security of our continent. And maybe today the planet
as a whole.
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In our country, the referendum
passed calmly and peacefully. Its
importance for Belarus can hardly
be overestimated, because every
citizen had the opportunity to Wi, =
touch the state administration and |
determine the future of our country.

In our country, the referendum passed
calmly and peacefully. Its importance for
Belarus can hardly be overestimated,
because every citizen had the opportunity
to touch the state administration and
determine the future of our country.

It is good that we ensured food

Director of the Institute of Economics of the
National Academy of Sciences Vasily GURSKY,
“The referendum was a triumph of true democracy”

THE MOST IMPORTANT
MILESTONE IN
THE DEVELOPMENT
OF SOCIETY

security, preserved and developed the
real sector and our own science, created
a nuclear power plant, built friendly,
partnership relations with Russia, China
and other countries. It is important that
we adapt the Constitution in time. All
this is now working for us.
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Not just more than half, as required
by law, but more than three-quarters of
the citizens included in the voting lists
took part in the referendum. Of these,
over 82 percent supported the additions
and changes. The referendum that took
place was a triumph of true democracy

11
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in our country. We, the people of Belarus,
have demonstrated national unity,
commitment to order, responsibility
and peace. They told the whole world
that we have our own understanding of
democracy. Not the one that they tried to
impose on us in 2020, not the one that they
managed to impose on Ukraine in 2014.
Our country has shown that the dictate
of responsibility, law and order does
not contradict freedom of expression.
Freedom should not be confused with
permissiveness. Stop praying for Western
‘values, we have our own worldview, our
own interests and our own understanding
of what is happening. We will live with
our mind. We do not need someone else’s,
but we will protect our own.

A high turnout at polling stations

a response to the challenges and threats
that are manifested in modern public
relations at the international and national
levels. Threats are multiplying at an ever-
increasing rate. In the context of growing
conflict in international economic
relations, the role of the state as a force
that ensures security and social justice in
society is significantly increasing. Today
it is already obvious that if the state does
not manage its economy, then someone
else does it (another state, international
corporations, oligarchs, crime). In order
for a country to successfully counter
hybrid aggression, an orgy of sanctions,
a pandemic, and other challenges and
threats, a strong state is needed. The
source of state power is the people. The
strength of the state rests on the unity

of human values, the substitution of
concepts, lies and fakes have led to the
fact that many people are completely
confused.  Aggressive  information
impact has led to a change of
orientation, imperceptible in form, but
violent in its content. Many lies clouded
the brains. Now the Constitution fixes
those guidelines that we must not lose.

At the same time, the adoption
of amendments and additions to the
Constitution is only the beginning,
the foundation of a new stage in the
construction of our society. There is
a lot of painstaking work to be done
to form specific mechanisms for the
implementation of the
principles  that g re
down in the @

Itis very important that the referendum was preceded by a nationwide
discussion, which means that the vote was conscious, balanced,

with an understanding of what is happening. The discussion
was attended by representatives of the general population

from all regions of Belarus, political and state figures of the
country, the leadership of organizations at all levels,
representatives of public associations, youth.

indicates support for the Presidents
initiative to amend the Constitution, trust
in the state, and consolidation of society.
It is very important that the referendum
was preceded by a nationwide discussion,
which means that the vote was conscious,
balanced, with an understanding of
what is happening. The discussion
took place throughout the country in
labour collectives, state, scientific and
educational institutions. The discussion
was attended by representatives of the
general population from all regions of
Belarus, political and state figures of the
country, the leadership of organisations
at all levels, representatives of public
associations, youth.

The discussion of amendments and
additions to the Constitution showed
that they are extremely relevant, they are
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of the people. National unity is fuelled
by historical memory. This formula
is simple and understandable, but for
its implementation it is necessary that
everyone feel their responsibility for the
fate of the country.

It would seem that responsibility
for the fate of one’s country, love for
one’s land is completely natural for
any person, as is the responsibility for
raising their children, maintaining
their health, like the marriage of a
man and a woman, like a feat of our
people in the Great Patriotic War.
Well, who would have thought a few
decades ago that such natural things
should be enshrined in the Basic Law?
This, even without the Constitution,
everyone knew at the level of his or her
conscience. The purposeful destruction

Constitution. It lays the foundations
for the regulation and functioning
of the legal, political and economic
systems of the state. The introduction
of amendments and additions to the
Basic Law to a large extent determines
the directions for improving the current
legislation, which are carried out by state
bodies on an ongoing basis. The adopted
changes and additions give rise to a new
stage of state building and constitutional
development, which will allow a new
formation of legal culture and legal
consciousness in society, especially
among young people. The renewal of the
Constitution is an important milestone
in the development of the entire
Belarusian society and each of us!
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First Deputy Chairman of the Supreme Court Valery
KALINKOVICH, “Amendments to the Constitution

will create the basis for further promotion of the
institutions of the judiciary in strategic directions”

WE VOTED FOR
A STRONG BELARUS!

The results of the republican referendum show that our nation has healthy roots, believes
Valery Kalinkovich, First Deputy Chairman of the Supreme Court. Itisimportant that people
understand the processes that are now taking place both around Belarus and within it. This
will allow our country to progressively move forward, regardless of external challenges and
attempts to lead us astray from the path of effective development.

Valery Kalinkovich is sure that every
citizen should express his or her opinion,
especially when it is necessary to make a
decision about the further development
of the country, the improvement of the
institutions of power, the principle of
governing the country. People should
speak out on issues that affect the quality
of their lives. Therefore, as a responsible
citizen of his country, he voted for the
changes that were needed.

“During the years of independence,
our judicial and legal systems

clarity of judicial decisions, as well as the
transparency of legal proceedings. And
the amendments to the Constitution will
create the basis for further advancement
of the institutions of the judiciary in such
strategic areas as accessibility, openness
and fairness of justice”

There are fundamentally new moments,
such as the concept of a constitutional
request and a constitutional complaint. In
short, the request delimits the competence
of the courts, the complaint is the basis for
checking the constitutionality of laws.

is determined. This is the practical
completion of the process of unification of
the system of courts of general jurisdiction,
which began in 2014. Today we can say that
it has received its constitutional design. For
an ordinary person, changes in the Basic
Law of the country mean that justice will
continue to develop, the requirements for
candidates for the position of judges, for the
work of the judiciary and the apparatus of
the courts will not decrease. They will only
increase so that every person who needs
judicial protection can receive it.

Most of the legal institutions that we inherited from the
USSR have undergone a serious transformation. For citizens
— in terms of ensuring the availability of judicial protection
and justice, the clarity of judicial decisions, as well as the

transparency of legal proceedings. And the amendments to
the Constitution will create the basis for further advancement
of the institutions of the judiciary in such strategic areas

as accessibility, openness and fairness of justice.

have changed drastically,” clarifies
Valery Kalinkovich clarifies. “Most of
the legal institutions that we inherited
from the USSR have undergone a
serious transformation. For citizens
— in terms of ensuring the availability
of judicial protection and justice, the

Furthermore, in the text of the
Constitution adopted at the referendum,
the legal regulation of the institutions of
the judiciary has been completed. That is,
for the first time in history, at the level of
the Constitution, the status of the Supreme
Court in the system of state authorities

For an ordinary person, changes
in the Basic Law of the country mean
that justice will continue to develop,
the requirements for candidates for the
position of judges, for the work of the
judiciary and the apparatus of the courts
will not decrease.
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ALLIES VERIFY
POSITIONS AND
COORDINATE
APPROACHES
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Conversation on current topics

Before turning to the main topics of negotiations,
Vladimir ~ Putin  congratulated  Aleksandr
Lukashenko on the successful holding of the
referendum which resulted in amendments to
the Constitution.

“I know that the turnout was very high and
the support by the citizens of Belarus is quite
solid”

“It is by one and a half percent higher
than in the presidential election,” Aleksandr
Lukashenko commented.

“And this is good, Vladimir Putin
continued. “I think that the political process
you have initiated, the dialogue you maintain
with the people is extremely important for
the situation to be sustainable and stable. And
only in such stable and sustainable situation,
, economic development can be spoken of””

In that regard, the President of Russia noted
that last year, the Belarusian-Russian trade
turnover increased by more than a third. At the
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Sanctions pressure on Belarus and Russia and joint opposition
to it was one of the central topics of the March meeting between
Aleksandr Lukashenko and Vladimir Putin in Moscow

same time, Vladimir Putin did not deny certain problems
associated with sanctions pressure, but emphasized, “As we
said before, there have always been made attempts to limit
our development, to hamper it, and they are being made —
now, they are on a larger scale, of course, obviously. I am
sure that we will get through these difficulties and, on the
contrary, acquire more competencies, more opportunities to
feel independent and self-sufficient.”

There are resources for development

In his turn, the President of Belarus confirmed his
Russian colleague’s words that they are working in constant
contact. Aleksandr Lukashenko proceeded to sanctions-
related problems.

“I have told you not once on the phone that the Russian
Federation, let alone us, is always under sanctions. They are
on a larger scale now, but we are already used to this, sorry,
piggishness of the West. Why piggishness? Because this is
all illegitimate, as they like to say, this is all illegal, this is
all in violation of international agreements and treaties. So,
once again, for the third time, this is mere piggishness, from
my point of view. I have been through enough, and you are
already fed up”

At the same time, the President of Belarus recommended

not to consider the sanctions-related problems in the context
of the simplified question ‘will we survive this or will we not.

“Today, sanctions for us are a time of opportunity. [ am a
Soviet person, you are from the Soviet period, and you know
well that we were always under sanctions then but we lived
and developed normally. Just due to the current situation
(not even in connection with sanctions, just too little time
has passed), our people are concerned. And there is no need
to speak whether ‘we will survive sanctions or we will not’
Listen, we have survived them in any quantity. We need to
rebuild our economy. We can do without them; we have
everything in order to live and work normally”

Accenting is important

The conversation naturally turned to the military topic.
In the current agenda, it is objectively in the foreground. The
President of Belarus drew attention to the essence of some
aspects.

“Fortunately, the further, the more people understand.
We did not attack them. Not us! The Armed Forces of
Ukraine began to shoot preventively when we were at your
place two days before. You and I were sitting in a helicopter
(after negotiations in the Kremlin on February 18th during

15
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POST FACTUM

VLADIMIR PUTIN, "1 AM SURE THAT WE WILL GET THROUGH THESE DIFFICULTIES
AND, ON THE CONTRARY, ACQUIRE MORE COMPETENCIES, MORE
OPPORTUNITIES TO FEEL INDEPENDENT AND SELF SUFFICIENT."

Aleksandr Lukashenko’s last visit to Russia, the presidents went
to a country complex where they continued to communicate
in an informal setting [Ed.]), they constantly reported. They
started. And now I will show you where an attack on Belarus had
been prepared from. And had there been no pre-emptive strike
at the positions (four ones, I will show you — I have brought the
map) six hours before the operation, they would have attacked
our troops — Belarusian and Russian, that were at the exercises.
Therefore, we did not unleash this war, our conscience is clear”

Aleksandr Lukashenko winded up, “It is good that they
started. Biological weapons, the largest nuclear power plants...
And all this was ready — to explode. Now we see what is
happening in Chernobyl, you asked me to supply electricity..”

“Thank you,” Vladimir Putin thanked.

“But they do not need it,” the President of Belarus continued
to inform his colleague, drawing attention to the attitude of the

16
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Ukrainian party to this act of goodwill. “Do you understand?
They do not need it! And let anything be happening there, they
are pushing back, but we brought electricity there by force, as I
promised, to the Chernobyl station.”

Aleksandr Lukashenko is convinced that now, when
many of the true goals of enemies are becoming apparent, an
understanding of the state of affairs is coming to many people.

“What is what and who has the truth. Had we not done it
a day before, believe me, in a few days, we would have drunk
this whole cup with huge losses. Once again I say, they were
preparing to strike not only in the Donbass. They lined up
positions to attack Belarus”

Aleksandr Lukashenko drew his interlocutor’s attention to
an alarming circumstance the existence of which he publicly
announced the day before.

“Foreign mercenaries go along the border of Belarus to



ALEKSANDR LUKASHENKO,

POST FACTUM

“... AND IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO SAY 'WE WILL SURVIVE,
WE WILL NOT SURVIVE THE SANCTIONS.' LISTEN, WE'VE BEEN
THROUGH THEM AS MUCH AS WE WANT. WE NEED TO REBUILD
OUR ECONOMY. WE WILL DO WITHOUT THEM, WE HAVE
EVERYTHING TO LIVE AND WORK NORMALLY"

the Chernobyl station. Three points. They want to cut off the
movement of Russian troops, to strike in the back, as I said. This
is the first point. Secondly, they want to strike at the positions
of the troops reminding after the Belarusian-Russian exercises.
And they do not lose hope to directly draw us into this massacre
so that we expose the western sector. They are not so simple. And
we still have to figure out what they want to do in Chernobyl”

The President of Belarus summed up, “So, we do not have
to justify ourselves to anyone. I see the way some people of ours
and yours behave: they, you see, did ‘wrong things. They would
drink this cup more than in the middle of the last century, when
fascists advanced towards us. Thus, we do not have to justify
ourselves to anyone.”

Partnership must be tangible

Obviously, it is easier to face global challenges together. In
addition to Russia and Belarus, there are also the EEU and the
CSTO. Hence, the President of Belarus put forward an initiative.

“I want to suggest to you: listen, you have always helped
your allies. You helped Kazakhs. You helped all. For some, you
opened the market. I will not name them, they get offended. So,
we need to somehow get together in the CSTO, get together in
the EEU, really stand together. After all, everyone says that we
need to be together. Then let us do this. And, believe me, by
adding these markets, we will forget in a month that we have
sanctions. Therefore, I suggest to the CSTO and the EEU that we
need to get together in Moscow, sit down at the negotiating table
and agree: we sell this to you, you sell this to us, and we build our
common economic policy”

Aleksandr Lukashenko came to an optimistic conclusion.

“Therefore, I came to Moscow in a normal mood, confident
that we would do better than after the collapse of the Soviet
Union and even in the Soviet Union. The situation is for us not
to sweat or worry about some events. What we need is just time;
big things are always seen from a distance.”

Time for new opportunities

Vladimir Putin supported his colleague in that sanctions are
not a new phenomenon but almost a historical tradition.

“Even after 1990, in relation to Russia, sanctions from the
Soviet Union period were preserved and then transited into new
ones, in modern times. I mean the so-called ‘CoCom lists’ and
high technology restrictions. It was and still is”

The President of Russia emphasized that today a continuation
of such a policy is evident.

“Now, a massive blow to the economy is dealt. The practice
of recent years has shown that where Westerners have imposed
restrictions against us, we have acquired new competencies
and restored old ones at a higher technological level. And it all
works. Of course, we have become stronger in this sense, you
are right. It is just, we might say, a time of opportunity in order
to move towards strengthening our technological and economic
sovereignty. This is what we met for”

There is no doubt that the usefulness of the top-level meeting
will be confirmed by concrete actions and the implementation of
the coordinated approaches that the President of Belarus and the
President of Russia spoke about in Moscow.

Aleksei Fedosov
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ADAPTING TO
NEW CONDITIONS
WITHOUT DELAY

Prime Minister of Belarus
Roman Golovchenko promptly
held talks with Prime Minister
of Russia Mikhail Mishustin

As a result of the meeting
between Aleksandr Lukashenko and
Vladimir Putin, it was decided that
in the development of the presidents’
agreements, negotiations in Moscow
would also be held by government
delegations. And they will work out
concrete decisions on all the issues
discussed.

Substantial conversation

Recall that, conceptually, the heads
of state agreed on joint steps for mutual
support in connection with the sanctions
pressure, including on energy prices. Inthe
financial sector, the leaders also reached
mutually beneficial agreements. Russia
took the most serious and unprecedented
steps to support the Belarusian economy.
At the beginning of the meeting, Roman
Golovchenko said that Belarus was
counting on Russias support in difficult
times, “We reaffirm our readiness to
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implement all agreements on economic
integration within the framework of the
Union State. However, in the current
conditions, due to the changing situation,
there is an urgent need for the prompt
implementation of support measures that
were for later”

Roman Golovchenko noted that
we are talking about the restructuring
of credit debt on state loans from the
government and financial institutions
of Russia, “This is a transition to a new
pricing system for Russian oil supplied,
which would ensure the stable operation
of Belarusian refineries with minimal
profitability. This includes our proposals
to fix natural gas prices for Belarus in
Russian roubles with reference to the
current wholesale gas prices for nearby
Russian regions. This includes increasing
the supply of engineering products to the
Russian market, including through the
removal of the remaining administrative

restrictions.”

Roman  Golovchenko  considers
it important to participate in the
implementation of import substitution
programmes. According to him, the
coordinated work of the sectoral
ministries is to be done to maximise the
use of the mutual potential to replace
the falling import supplies, “This is
the full participation of the defence
sector of the economy of Belarus in the
implementation of measures of the state
defence order of Russia, the removal of
administrative barriers in the field of
military-technical cooperation. We didn’t
really discuss this area. But I think that
we should have”

The Prime Minister drew attention
to the fact that recently Belarus has been
hit by Western sanctions, which were
allegedly imposed because of complicity
in the Russian military operation in
Ukraine. He noted that an embargo was



imposed on the supply of almost all
export-oriented sectors of the country’s
economy.

“We are working on reorienting
some of our export products to other
markets. The purpose of all sanctions
is to cause a crisis in the economy and
an attempt to undermine the current
government, increase the number of
dissatisfied people and bring an anti-
Russian regime to power on the basis of
a fugitive opposition. Therefore, we need
to act quickly and in concert,;” Roman
Golovchenko is sure.

Despite sanctions

Russian Prime Minister Mikhail
Mishustin ~ assured  his  Belarusian
counterpart that no sanctions would
interfere with the promotion of
integration in the Union State:

“They will not be able to interfere with
the further development of our brotherly

relations. We are ready to discuss the most
pressing issues of economic cooperation
between Russia and Belarus, which were
raised by the heads of state”

He recalled that this meeting is taking
place following the negotiations between
the heads of the two states, “We need
to coordinate actions to implement the
decisions that were taken at the highest
level. We in Russia sincerely value our
partnership and allied relations with
Belarus. Our fraternal peoples are united
by bonds of friendship.

Mikhail Mishustin expressed
gratitude to Belarus for its constructive
position on the situation around Ukraine,
“Western countries are exerting large-
scale sanctions pressure on Russia and
Belarus today. Their goal is to undermine
economic potentials, ruin financial
systems, break production chains and
ultimately worsen the quality of life of our
citizens. In this situation, we are taking

POST FACTUM

During negotiations

coordinated measures to protect our
economic security and the technological
sovereignty of Russia and Belarus”

The Prime Minister of Russia
believes that it is necessary to strengthen
integration in the Union State. According
to him, a reliable basis for this is created
by the 28 union programmes approved by
the Supreme State Council in November
last year, “They provide for the creation
of a single economic and social space,
deep cooperation in industry, energy,
agriculture, and the transport industry”

Mikhail Mishustin recalled that the
countries are actively engaged in the
convergence of regulations in various
areas, “General rules for the work of
the financial and banking areas are also
being formed. It is important to ensure
the further growth of trade through
joint efforts. Most importantly, we will
determine new points of growth for the
economies of Russia and Belarus.”
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Fruitful negotiations

After the statements in the presence
of the media, the negotiations continued
behind closed doors. The head of the

Belarusian Government shared their

results with journalists, “We decided Minister of Finance of Belarus Yury Seliverstov

to get rid of the dollar in settlements dp tv Minist fFi fthe R .
regarding energy supplies. We will operate an eBu y X inister o . inance ? @ RKussian

in Russian roubles. As for energy sources, Federation Timur Maksimov during the

we agreed to work out a new pricing signing of documents following the meeting
formula for oil purchases. A decision

was also made to restructure instalment

plans for Russian loans. A large block

of issues is cooperation in connection

with the imposition of sanctions. A

decision was made to replace imports

as much as possible. Everyone who left Yuri Seliverstov, Minister of Finance, “Many mutual settlements between
the Russian market will be very sorry. countries were carried out in relation to foreign currency. And you have to
Mutual plans for the supply of equipment get away from this. Given the restrictions that appear, this must be done very
are being worked out. We will be funded. quickly. One of the issues that was discussed was the avoidance of converting
Belarus has been granted the maximum through the dollar when distributing import customs duties on the territory
preference treatment since today. This is of the EAEU. I am sure that in the near future we will switch to either national
a two-way road” currencies or Russian roubles as a means of conversion. In addition, Russia has

set more comfortable terms for payments on state
loans provided to Belarus”

Aleksandr  Chervyakov, Minister of
Economy, “During the talks, several issues were
raised that we consider extremely important
for the development of the economies of our
countries. These are issues of cooperation and
import substitution. In conditions when markets
are closed for us, import substitution is extremely
important. The potential is huge. This is a window
of opportunity. And it must be used very quickly”

Dmitry Kharitonchik, First Deputy Minister
of Industry, “We have agreed on the maximum
preference regime for the development of our
cooperation. We will develop so-called industry
maps. They will allow us to identify positions
where there is a shortage in the market, and then
make agreed decisions on how to work with this”

During the talks, the topic of participation
of Belarusian enterprises in the Russian import
substitution programme was also raised. For
Belarus, the Russian market is also interesting
from the point of view of the reorientation of
export flows.

Vsevolod Yevseyev
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EXPERTISE

The collective West is beginning to feel the
consequences of the sanctions policy. In
Europe, the price of gas o k exchange
is confidently holding on to $1,600 per
thousand cubic meters. Protests have begun
in France against high gasoline prices. There,
people have to pay almost 2.5 euros for a

litre of gasoline at a number of gas stations.
Analysts say this is just the begi
sowing campaign is just aroun
and Western farmers will trans
costs to the final cost of produ
is hyperinflation, for which nei
officials nor taxpayers are rea
the policy of restrictions come
the West? Here’s what the expe

n. And this
r European
ow else will
k to haunt
say about it.
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 Focusing on national
interests
Tatiana Runets,

Chairwoman of the Standing
Committee of the Council
of the Republic on
Economy, Budget and
Finance,

“Economic sanctions
are, of course, an unpleasant thing. But
let’s be honest: the Belarusian economy
has been subjected to sanctions pressure
more than once, while demonstrating
resilience to external shocks. We have
chosen such a vector of development, the
path of an independent and sovereign
state, ourselves. A small but proud
country that never danced to someone
else’s tune and focused solely on its own
national interests.

And in today’s world it is very difficult
to be independent. We have to constantly
face challenges and outright threats in
various fields. Sometimes it seems that
someone would be glad to see our native
Belarus as a classic banana republic in
the centre of Europe. Under the pretext
of ‘noble” goals, serious efforts are being
made to de-industrialise our economy,
break effective supply chains, and limit
access to external financial resources. At
the same time, I am convinced that even
in such difficult conditions, our main
enemy is our own panic, which often
generates rush demand in the consumer
market, leads to irrational decisions, and
leads to a shortage of goods.

We need to calm down. Today, the
entire vertical of power is working with
a single goal - to minimize the impact
of sanctions on the Belarusian economy,
the social sphere, and the daily life of our
citizens. In the near future, a number of
specific measures will be taken to support
domestic demand, the real sector of the
economy, and business. Even in the most
difficult times, the social obligations of
the state were fulfilled in full.

Of course, the unconditional priority
is the preservation of jobs, wages and,
as a result, the importance of effective
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this, because the share of final
consumption in GDP is
about 70 percent. I am sure
that we will adequately pass
all the tests, strengthening
the economy and our own
sovereignty. As the Head
of State rightly noted in the
conclusion of his address to
the Belarusian people and the National
Assembly this year, the truth — and there
is strength in it — is on our side”

Deep import substitution and
sovereignisation of the economy

Petr Petrovsky, political scientist,

“For the West, the sanctions
policy has already backfired.
First of all, a sharp jump in
prices for those goods that
are produced in Russia.
These are commodities. Not
only oil and gas, but also
uranium and metals. Moreover, we see
prices skyrocketing for some foodstuffs
as well. This is both vegetable oil and
wheat. France is already trying to adjust
the work of farmers to expand the area of
wheat. This will affect the price of meat as
well, because wheat is also used as feed.
Now we see strong price volatility, a sharp
jump, we can expect a decrease in the
population’s income and solvency. And
this will greatly affect comfort, which
will become less and less for residents of
Western countries.

It must be understood that if
the Ukrainian crisis is resolved in a
short time, then there will be fewer
consequences for everyone. If it drags on
— and this is facilitated by the supply of
weapons to Ukraine by various Western
countries — we will get an increase
in risks and costs. A sufficiently large
amount of gas today passes through the
territory of Ukraine. And if the special
operation is delayed, the pipeline may
be put out of action. And this technically
cuts off the West from gas.

And a few more words about the
energy aspect. When the United States

says that they are refusing Russian oil,
then there should be an amendment that
only 10 percent of the oil they consume
comes from Russia. It is technically
possible for the States to do this. But we
are already seeing a record increase in the
price of fuel in the US market — up to $
7.5 per gallon of gasoline. And of course,
first of all, American farmers are shocked.
Now the sowing campaign is starting,
and this will affect the entire food chain.
Wherever there is logistics, prices will
skyrocket. As for the EU, the
situation is different for it. 25
percent of the oil consumed
by the Union comes from
Russia, and 45 percent of
the gas is also from Russia.
It will not be possible to
replace them in a short
time. For this, at least,
technological capacities
are needed, which simply
do not exist in Europe.
Therefore, despite the radical statements
of individual EU leaders, oil and gas from
Russia continue to flow there.

Now with regard to the indiscriminate
withdrawal of Western companies from
the Russian and Belarusian markets. It
must be understood that this is all done
primarily to fulfil the political decrees of
their own governments. But at the same
time, their revenue decreases, and their
influence on the markets decreases. This
frees up a niche for their competitors.
For example, companies in the catering
and food industries are replaceable. The
productions that were available can also
be quickly replaced. Including in the field
of heavy automotive industry. This is
exactly what we have been actively talking
about lately — deep import substitution
and sovereignisation of the economy. At
the same time, it is necessary to quickly
reorient the economies of Belarus and
Russia towards friendly countries that do
not politicise economic relations.

In such conditions, the foundation of
any sovereign society can only be a clear
ideology — a system of value principles
and views on the socio-political structure.



And this

is, first of all, our Constitution, which in
an updated form entered into force on
March 15 this year”

Be able to readjust in time

Sergei Stelmashok, member of the
Standing Committee on Budget and
Finance of the House of Representatives,

“If we talk about sanctions in
general, then in the autumn of 1997 our
country began to feel them on itself.
Moreover, from both the United States
and European countries. At the same
time, some countries in the world have
been living under various restrictions
for decades. Nevertheless, they are
quite successfully conducting their
economic activities and the well-
being of their citizens is at a good
level. Therefore, everything related |
to the current wave of external
pressure is in the interests of the
United States. This country
is now aggravating the
situation both in Europe
and in the world. It is this

country,

which is interested in both the political
and economic crisis in order to expand its
influence on others. And in this case —
on Russia and Belarus. But there is a very
curious pattern. The states limit imports
from Russia to only non-essential items,
and left what is important to them. These
are uranium and rare metals. Something
without which US industry simply
cannot exist. And the fact that they loudly
announced the rejection of Russian
energy resources is not significant for
them. At the same time, the United
States is forcing European countries to
abandon Russian gas and oil, for which
this is essential. This policy has
led to an increase in the price
of automotive fuel. As a result,
. . Western sanctions pressure
. affected the end consumer of
energy resources both in the US
and in Europe. In the latter, by the
way, the price of gasoline
already reaches 2.5 euros
per litre. And it turns out
that, on the one hand, they

harm their consumers, and on the other
hand, they dominate and increase their
influence in Europe. Therefore, I am sure
that European politicians will not dance
to the tune of the United States for long,
and will soon reconsider their sanctions
approaches. These countries are too
dependent on Russian energy resources.
Plus, do not forget about cooperative ties.
For example, a popular fast food chain
has announced the termination of its
work in the Russian market. And today
they estimate their losses at 50 million
dollars a month.

As for the impact of sanctions on
Belarus, then, of course, it is felt. But
today there is an understanding of how to
live and develop further. Europe and the
USA are not the whole world. We know
where to redirect our commodity flows.
And with their withdrawal from the
market of Belarus and Russia, Western
companies open the way for the Asian
ones. Domestic producers will begin to
feel more confident. Plus, I'm sure the
import substitution programme will
work to its full potential”

BEJIAPYCb.BELARUS
MARCH 2022

23



MINSK — BEIJING BBfize — k3=

COOPERATION
IS ON THE

RISE — THIS IS

~ THE OBJECTIVE
REALITY

The significance of the partnership between Belarus and China, which has
looked nothing but exemplary for a long time from all points of view, can hardly
be overestimated. However, even with such a high status of bilateral relations,
especially in the year of the 30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the countries, and taking into account the realities of today;, it
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) is not out of place to compare positions, assess the _  results achieved
I,/L': and outline plans for the future. This is exactly . what  Aleksandr
) Lukashenko emphasised when he hosted / ~Xie Xiaoyong,
7 \ Ambassador Extraordinary and § Plenipotentiary

of the People’s Republic of China to ' Belarus.
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There is a good basis

It would not be an exaggeration to say that in thirty years
Minsk and Beijing have gone from friendly relations to
trusting all-round strategic partnership and mutually beneficial
cooperation. Moreover, there is direct documentary evidence
of this. Indeed, literally in December last year, Aleksandr
Lukashenko signed another directive on the development of

Despite the huge distance between the countries, China is consistently
among the top three trade and economic partners of Belarus. Last
year, for example, mutual trade exceeded five billion dollars. A record
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amount in the history of relations. But far from extreme.

relations with China. A major agreement was reached to raise
their status to the level of ‘iron brotherhood, exemplary all-
round strategic cooperation and all-weather partnership. Behind
the ornate diplomatic wording there are simple worldly truths
that emphasise the value of Belarus and China for each other.
Aleksandr Lukashenko once again stressed that the development
of relations with China is a top priority for Belarus, “Foreign
economy, foreign policy aspects play a major role. We have done
a lot in recent years, especially since Xi Jinping became and still
is Chairman. He is a very great friend of the Belarusian people.
We have a very good relationship with him?”

During his presidency, the Belarusian people truly learned
what China, the Chinese people are. Our people have learned
who our friend is, including the Chinese people.

As you know, Aleksandr Lukashenko and Xi Jinping
discussed a wide range of bilateral cooperation during a
telephone conversation in January this year, on the eve of the
30th anniversary of diplomatic relations. The leaders of the
two countries spoke in detail about ongoing projects and
opportunities for expanding cooperation in many areas.

And this is how Aleksandr Lukashenko talks about the
prospects for bilateral relations, taking into account today’s
difficult realities, “In connection with the events that are
taking shape in our region, we should outline additional ways
of cooperation with the People’s Republic of China. At the
same time, I would like to emphasise that I do not insist that,
in connection with the sanctions imposed against Russia and
Belarus, China bears some liability and loses something. In this
situation, we need to build and find the model of relations and
cooperation that would meet the interests of the two countries.
This is the goal of the leadership of our country. It has always
been like this. But now some things need to be specified”
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The President”of Belarus asked the diplomat to convey
the official position of Minsk to the Chinese leadership and
personally to President Xi Jinping, ‘so that they are more fully
informed about our position and our actions in this difficult
time in the Central European region.

“We had a very good conversation,” this is how Chinese
Ambassador Xie Xiaoyong assessed the essence of the meeting
with the President of Belarus, talking to journalists.

According to him, the emphasis was placed on issues
of business cooperation in the economic and trade spheres,
political interaction and joint fight against the pandemic.
Answering a question about China’s attitude to the sanctions
pressure on Belarus from Western countries, the diplomat
noted that China’s position is extremely clear, “We oppose these
unreasonable sanctions. I think that in all actions it is necessary
to observe the basic principles of the UN Charter and the norms
of international law.”

The Chinese Ambassador drew attention to the difficult
situation in the world economy, caused, among other things, by
the epidemic situation, and added that, despite this, the Chinese-
Belarusian cooperation maintains a very good development
momentum. Xie Xiaoyong called the export of Belarusian
agricultural products to China, which grew by 44 percent
compared to the previous year, most striking.

Actually, the successful interaction of our countries in the
format of the One Belt, One Road initiative, the activities of the
Great Stone Industrial Park, the construction of the National
Biotechnology Corporation, a number of socially-oriented
facilities, cooperation in the field of mechanical engineering —
these and other facts indicate that Belarus and China has great
potential for developing cooperation in many areas and intends
to use it to the fullest.
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It can be said without exaggeration that Belarusian-
Chinese relations are very indicative in the modern
system of interstate relations. Cooperation
between countries is developing consistently and
systematically in almost all areas. President Aleksandr
Lukashenko has repeatedly stated in his speeches
that China is one of the main trade partners of Belarus.
Economic indicators also testify to the results of
mutually beneficial partnership. Thus, since 1992, the
trade turnover between our countries has increased
by more than 130 times and reached arecord $5,115.2
million. The total investment from China exceeded
$2.6 billion.

New points of growth

Additional ~ opportunities ~ for  Belarusian-Chinese
cooperation were opened by the mega-project for the
construction of the Silk Road Economic Belt and the Maritime
Silk Road of the 21st century. Dozens of states have joined the
implementation of the One Belt, One Road project. Belarus was
the first European country to join this initiative. There is every
reason to say that the One Belt, One Road project has become a
real alternative to the negative trends on the world stage. It not
only redraws the economic map of the world, creates new points
of growth, but also forms international relations of a new type.
This is integration on top of blocks, designed to harmonise all
economic institutions and remove barriers to the free movement
of goods, investments and people.

The Chinese-Belarusian project Great Stone Industrial Park
is being actively implemented. Today it has already registered
85 residents from 15 countries. The Park accounts for the main
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inflow of investments.

To improve the legal regulation and improve the investment
climate of the Park, last year the Decree of the President of
Belarus was adopted, which provides for the expansion of
activities, support for start-ups and the creation of preferential
conditions for large investment projects.

Key areas

Twenty-five projects totalling about $4.73 billion have been
implemented through government loans from the PRC under
existing loan agreements. More than 1.5 billion yuan (about
$243 million) of technical and economic assistance has been
disbursed for 14 projects. The main ones are the support of
the Great Stone industrial park, the construction of municipal
housing, as well as a student hostel in Minsk and a therapeutic
building of the Minsk Central District Hospital.

In the mid-term horizon, three key areas of cooperation in
the field of technical and economic assistance until 2025 have
been identified: the implementation of the National Football
Stadium and International Standard Swimming Pool projects,
support for the development of the Great Stone industrial park,
promoting stability and security, projects of the State Border
Committee, State Customs Committee.

The project of the innovative future — the National
Biotechnology Corporation — is being actively implemented.
Belarus was the first in the Eurasian region to start production
of traditional Chinese medicine.

In 2021, 4.5 million doses of vaccine against coronavirus
infection were supplied to Belarus. In January of this year, 3
million doses of the vaccine were delivered (1.5 million doses
as humanitarian aid and 1.5 million doses as part of commercial
procurement).

It is safe to say that the cooperation between the two
countries has passed all the tests of time. Relationships are based
not only on mutual benefit, but also on mutual respect, sincerity
and friendship.

Vladimir Velikhov
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COINCIDENCE
OF VIEWS

ON BURNING
ISSUES

Western sanctions are aimed at undermining the
statehood of Belarus.

Belarusian Foreign Minister Vladimir Makei stated
this in an interview with China Central Television. In
particular, he recalled that Belarus faced sanctions
pressure after the 2020 presidential elections, and
subsequently this pressure increased even more,

“Western countries are absolutely not interested in observing
at least some minimum limits of decency by imposing these
sanctions. Laws change just to punish this or that country. They
declare that they support the sovereignty and independence of
Belarus, but in fact, all these sanctions are aimed at the total
destruction of the sovereignty and independence of Belarus,
at undermining the statehood of Belarus. Naturally, we will
develop an adequate response... We will create a circle of like-
minded states, we will raise these issues at all international
platforms. Because these measures are absolutely illegal, these
measures are not sanctioned by either the UN Charter or other
international agreements.”

Vladimir Makei called China’s position on the events in
Ukraine very balanced and restrained, “Those statements made
by the Chinese leadership, starting from the President of the
PRC, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and official representatives
of government departments, are aimed at finding a solution
to this conflict in a peaceful, calm way at the negotiating table
as soon as possible. This coincides with the approaches of the
Belarusian side”

Speaking about the resolution of the UN General Assembly
on the situation in Ukraine, the head of the Belarusian Foreign
Ministry noted, “The resolution calls for compliance by all
parties with the Minsk agreements, although it is well known that
one of the parties clearly did not comply with these agreements.
Neither the UN Security Council, nor the UN General Assembly,
nor other structural divisions of the UN, have taken care of this
issue over the past 6-7 years since the Minsk agreements were
concluded.

As for Belarus, the resolution contains absolutely groundless,
far-fetched, politicised accusations against our country, as
Vladimir Makei stated, “At the same time, the positive role of
Belarus, connected, among other things, with the organisation
of the activities of the trilateral contact group, has been
forgotten. The role of Belarus associated with the development
of comprehensive cooperation with our southern neighbour has
been forgotten.”

Vasily Kharitonov
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IN AN OPEN FORMAT

WHAT DOES
IT TAKE
 TOHAVE

PEACE

ALEKSANDR LUKASHENKO GAVE AN
INTERVIEW TO THE JAPANESE TV CHANNEL TBS

The conversation of the President of Belarus with the host of the
Hodo Tokushu (‘Special Report’) programme of the TBS TV channel
Shigenori Kanehira turned out to be quite frank. Much was spoken
about, but the cross-cutting theme was peace. Not in Ukraine only.
Aleksandr Lukashenko declared a fundamental aspect, “We advocate for
negotiations. We want peace there. If there is no peace there, there will be
no peace in Belarus over time. This is our position.”
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A fundamental aspect

Shigenori Kanehira is known for
having interviewed the first President
of the USSR Mikhail Gorbacheyv,
President of Russia Boris Yeltsin,
US Secretary of State Colin Powell,
President of the Republic of Korea Kim
Dae-jung and President of Afghanistan
Hamid Karzai. The interview of the
President of Belarus to the Japanese
journalist lasted about an hour and
a half. It is symbolic that the meeting
was held in the Green Hall of the
Palace of Independence, where in 2015
the Normandy Four negotiated and
developed the Minsk agreements to
resolve the conflict in Ukraine.

Most of the interview was dedicated
to the situation in the region, events
in Ukraine and security issues. The
possibility of a peaceful settlement of the
conflict and the role of Belarus in this
process were discussed. Commenting
on the situation in Ukraine, Aleksandr
Lukashenko drew the guest’s attention to
a fundamental aspect, “In this situation,
not a single Belarusian soldier is fighting
in Ukraine. Despite their hostile attitude
towards Belarus, urged on by the West
(we have turned this page), I called
Zelensky and offered to immediately start
negotiations with Russia. Literally on the
third or on the fourth day of this war.
And he accepted the offer”

The President of Belarus told the
TV presenter that three rounds of
negotiations had been organized in
Belarus, and now the negotiation process
continued via videoconference.

“That is, we do not attack Ukraine, we
do not bomb Ukraine. We advocate for

negotiations. We want these negotiations
to end in this hall. It is symbolic. At their
time, agreements on Ukraine were signed
in Minsk”

No way to be drawn into the conflict

“In future, will Belarus take part
in these actions?” Shigenori Kanehira
asked.

Answering this question, Aleksandr
Lukashenko recalled what provocations
the Ukrainian party had arranged.

“If Ukraine continues to escalate
against Belarus, we will respond. What
I mean: at the time of the conflict, on
23—24 (February [Ed.]), they planned to
strike at the territory of Belarus. I have
spoken about that. From four points. We
prevented it. They violateour state
border — their aircraft,
helicopter and so on.

The President o
Belarus emphasizes, “I am
practically convinced that we will
not have to fight with Ukraine. The
West will not be able to draw us into
this conflict. We are smart enough
not to be drawn into it, just the way
the Americans and their partners
are forcing us today. I am convinced
that in the near future this conflict —
Russia’s operation — will end in peace”

Ceasefire conditions

Touching upon the possibility of
resolving this conflict, the President
explained, “For the first time, I will tell
you the main thing: Russia is offering
Ukraine (Putin to Zelensky), I know
exactly, an absolutely acceptable version
of a treaty. And today it is still possible
for Ukraine and Russia to agree and
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IN AN OPEN FORMAT

for Zelensky to ki
sign this treat Y
wgi;th Putin. Ify \‘\
Zelensky does ‘<3
not go for that,

then, believe me,

he will have to
sign an instrument of
surrender in a short
time. Russia will
not lose in this war.
You are hundred
per cent sure of
that, too. How a
war ends when
one of the
party  wins,
Japan knows

better than I do”

“Is it a ceasefire Russia offers to the
Ukrainian party?” the journalist wanted
to know.

“As soon as the treaty, which is
developed based on the negotiations that
are under way in Belarus, is initialled...
As soon as the foreign ministers initial
this treaty, a ceasefire is possible. But
I am absolutely convinced that Russia
will not stop or suspend the operation

I am practically convinced that we will not have to fight with Ukraine. The
West will not be able to drag us into this conflict. We have enough intel-
ligence not to get involved in this conflict, as the Americans together with
their partners are pushing us to this conflict today. | am convinced that in
the near future this conflict — Russia's operation — will end in peace.
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No United Nations Organization has stopped a single war. It won't
stop this one either. Similarly, other states. Russia and Ukraine can
stop the war by agreeing and signing an agreement. Or the Americans,
who will give the command to the leadership of Ukraine to stop the
war. If the Americans do this, the European Union and others will
quickly line up behind the United States of America and support their
decisions. Therefore, two forces. Russia and Ukraine. Or America.

until the treaty is initialled,” Aleksandr
Lukashenko shared his vision. He also
added that in this matter Russia, among
other things, proceeded from the recent
past.

“In 2014, the fire was ceased based on
the Minsk agreements; the armed forces
were separated. And how did it end?
It ended in the current war. Therefore,
Russia has every reason not to trust the
today leadership of Ukraine. Plus, Russia
has set certain goals for itself in this
operation, and it will definitely achieve
them?”

BEJIAPYCb.BELARUS
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The parties need to agree

Shigenori Kanehira also asked the
President of Belarus who, in his opinion,
can stop the conflict in Ukraine. In
particular, can it be the UN, China or
someone else?

Aleksandr Lukashenko voiced his
point of view.

“Everyone you mentioned influences
the situation around Ukraine in one way
or another. But no more than that. No
United Nations Organization has stopped
a single war. Neither will it stop this one.
Similarly, other countries. The war can be
stopped by Russia and Ukraine, through
agreeing and signing a treaty. Or by the
Americans who will command to the
leadership of Ukraine to end the war.
If the Americans do this, the European
Union and others will quickly line up
behind the United States and support
their decisions. Therefore, two forces.
Russia and Ukraine. Or America”

Accents in the dialogue

After the interview, Shigenori
Kanehira shared his impressions of the
conversation with Aleksandr Lukashenko
with Belarusian journalists. He admitted
that the very fact of meeting with the
President of Belarus was a significant
event for him.

“We have been preparing for this
interview for a very long time — a year
and a half. It was a direct conversation;

we had a frank dialogue that satisfied me”

Speaking about relations between
Belarus and Japan, Shigenori Kanehira
noted that they are very close, especially
considering that our country suffered
from the Chernobyl disaster and Japan
faced the Fukushima tragedy.

“If we talk about the interaction
between our countries and peoples, I
really hope for further deepening of
relations at the level of ordinary people,
at the level of professionals,” Shigenori
Kanehira emphasized.

As for the full format of the
interview, in addition to assessment of
the situation in Ukraine, the Japanese
journalist was also interested in other
points. In particular, the prospects for
the deployment of nuclear weapons in
Belarus and the role of journalism in
today’s world. Freedom of speech and
freedom of action. The personal view of
the President of Belarus on the collapse of
the Soviet Union — was it a fatal mistake
or a natural turn of history? Questions
about Aleksandr Lukashenko’s personal
and professional relationships with
Vladimir Putin and Vladimir Zelensky
were raised. Of course, the topic of
relations between Belarus and Japan was
discussed — why today they have, to put
it mildly, taken on a not very friendly
overtone in a political sense. All questions
were answered without exception.

Vsevolod Yemelyanov



VISIONARY

“SUCCESS IS NOT
DETERMINED BY THE
RIGHTS TO PROPERTY,
BUT BY THE ABILITY TO
MANAGE IT, TO WORK
EFFICIENTLY AND WITH
FULL EFFORT”
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VISIONARY

s have posed a long-standing debatable question point-blank:
he structure of a modern economy. It used to be fashionable
services. In the expert community, many doubted such a concept.
e pandemic, the global economic crisis, the parade of protectionism
ns, the disruption of supply chains have brought new challenges to the
ced to reconsider a number of approaches, considering them through
f economic security. It is obvious that today the states that will be able
n innovative development strategy will pull out of the world economic
e talking not just about the production of know-how,
but their implementation into final technologies and products.

How to achieve this and effectively distribute labour resources |

Centre for System Analysis and Strategic Studies of the National
Academy of Sciences, answers the questions.
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There are
always subtleties
The ‘service
economy’ slogan

came from the
West, was picked
up by some
domestic  experts.
And often with an
incorrect, simplified
interpretation.
The ‘classics  of
post-industrial
themes focused on
the quality of the
changes taking place,
without denying
the fundamental
industrial basis of the economy, but
the translation of these ideas to the
east led to absolutisation: ‘if the society
is informational, then production
is  secondary, rudimentary. And
the consequence of such a bias in
understanding is calls for the closure of
our own enterprises, they say, we will
earn money on something else (only they
will decide later how). I want to make
a reservation: I deliberately exaggerate
in order to articulate my opinion more
clearly. Although in any economic issue
there are many subtleties.

Looking ahead, as a kind of
announcement of future discussions, I will
say that the concepts of the information,
service economy have been replaced by
green, circular, and digital ones. The
latest trend is the decarbonisation of

VISIONARY

production. However, truly qualitative
changes in the technological core have not
yet occurred. Yes, it is appropriate to talk
about the fourth industrial revolution.
But the fact that a person has an advanced
smartphone, the power of which exceeds
the performance of computers that
occupied entire rooms 30-40 years ago,
is no reason to consider it an intellectual
resource of a new formation. Indeed,
to be honest, new gadgets are a high-
tech way to bring down an information
wave on a person, from which it is no
longer possible to swim to the surface
of the ocean of life. It is sad to hear from
teachers that schoolchildren no longer
run around during breaks, as we once
did, but stand, buried in phone screens.
Having information and being able to use
it are two very different things.

Mindless copying is a dead end

It is the presence of the real sector,
its development that is the basis for
increasing the volume of services. Of
course, there are some kind of exceptions,
such as travel services. Nevertheless,
countries that live only at their expense,
in general, are rare. It is the growth of
labour productivity in classical industries
that ensures the prosperity of people on
the basis of an increase in the production
of material resources, which makes it
possible to release and redirect/retrain
the employed, give a person more free
time for additional education, self-care,
entertainment, sports, travel, and the
growth of cultural potential. This means

BEJIAPYCb.BELARUS 35
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creating demand for services in these
areas, which by and large are not included
in the range of vital ones. Although now
many of them have become attributes of
modernity and allow us to judge a person
through the prism of the prestige of
consumption.

I think that the mindless copying
or adapting the Western model of
the service economy is a dead end.
Firstly, it began to take shape several
decades ago and has largely outlived
its usefulness. Evidence of this is
the reindustrialisation of states that
previously exported their production
to the ‘third world. The pandemic
has shown even more clearly: only
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a country, society, individuals
who, roughly speaking, know
how to do something with their
hands, can feel comfortable.
These skills allow you to survive
in any situation and withstand
the risks that the modern world
is too saturated with. Secondly,
in the Western economy, at a
certain moment, the development of
the service sector was one of the forms
of increasing employment, including
migrant workers. For us, this problem
as such is irrelevant. Thirdly, the caste
component manifested itself to a
certain extent in the formation of the
service economy. In the USA and a
number of other states, the professions
of a psychoanalyst, a lawyer, and so
on are popular (and highly paid).
And some areas have become self-
contained. Thus, within the framework
of case law, the specificity is so high
that only specially trained and narrowly
‘sharpened’ lawyers can understand it
and interpret the norms.

Focus on the output

Some disproportions on the path
of saturating the economy with the
‘service component’ arise in Belarus
as well. This was recently noted by the
Head of State during his Address. Why
do programmers are paid much more
than doctors, engineers, technologists?
Although the training of all these
specialists takes approximately the same
effort and time. It is obvious that higher
salaries have developed in the IT sector
due to a number of factors, including
significant  preferential ~ conditions.
Undoubtedly, some special incentives for
some industries are needed if we want
them to develop more dynamically, ahead
of world rates. It must be understood
that, despite the upcoming change in
globalisation trends, capital continues
to move quite freely around the world.
Therefore, the economic conditions in
different countries are comparable in
the same industries. Only for a narrow
range of positions are certain unique
conditions  created. =~ Undoubtedly,



Belarus also needs to use different
tools to intensify investment. But the
issue of return on preferences should
always be on the agenda. It includes the
evaluation of the work of certain sectors
in a comprehensive manner, and not
only in terms of export volumes or some
other individual indicators by which it is
impossible to judge the effectiveness of a
particular direction for the country as a
single complex.

It is possible to show significant
dynamics of production volumes or
deliveries abroad, but how positively do
these successes affect budget revenues?
How do they influence the development
of the public sector, the social sphere, and
the improvement of the welfare of the
population? A separate question is how
are export earnings spent? I don’t want to
look into someone else’s pocket, but if the
salary goes to the purchase of imported
goods (both for personal consumption
and for business development, including
computing power, networks, software),
then the merits in terms of exports are

not so great. We shouldn’t forget about
the trade balance.

Quality work is...

Therefore, if the state grants
preferences to some spheres of activity,
then it has the right to expect a
corresponding return, moreover, in the
system of the national economic complex,
and not its individual elements. And
the return should be assessed primarily
through the volume and dynamics of
budget revenues. Our country is small,
centralised, manageable, so the budget
channel is significant for the development
of the economy and for society. In our
conditions, this is an understandable
and calculated criteria base. In contrast
to the ephemeral indicators advocated
by the ‘apologists’ of the market. Let me
emphasise that success is determined not
by the rights to property, but by the ability
to manage it, to work efficiently and with
full effort. Of course, such tension must
be paid for. And the employee, it seems,
should not care whether the director of a

VISIONARY

@ Meeting with representatives of
a public group at the battery
plantin Brest

© Scientific and production
private enterprise "Adani"

state-owned enterprise or a top manager
of a private company signed his or her
payroll. What matters is the high salary.
In my opinion, it is obvious that clear
rules of the game should be spelled out
in the country: industries and enterprises
that bear a higher burden (fiscal, social,
investment) for the country and society
should receive the most preferential
treatment. Not only in terms of taxes,
but also in terms of priority access to
resources, distribution channels (for
example, in the retail chains), in the
field of construction and others. Unlike
those who want to work exclusively on
commercial terms, focusing on achieving
their goals and interests. There is, in fact,
nothing wrong with this, but such entities
and owners must bear all the risks. That
would be fair, I think, including within
the framework of the thesis about the
equality of economic conditions for all
forms of ownership. Everyone should
both receive assistance from the state
and bear the burden of developing the
country and society in fair proportions.
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Last year, the Belarusian economy showed its resilience.
Despite the sceptical forecasts given by various
international organisations, it continued to develop.




DE FACTO

As a result, at the end of the year, GDP grew by 2.3 percent. The country,
unlike many states, did not go into lockdown, and production did not stop.
Moreover, the enterprises worked more efficiently than ever. This helped to
achieve an annual export rate of just over 130 percent and a record foreign

trade balance (plus $3.8 billion), primarily due to industry and services.

Developing priority areas

Experts are sometimes sceptical about the words
of officials that another year turned out to be special.
However, according to the Minister of Economy
Aleksandr Chervyakov, there is no other way to say about
2021. Although, in the global context, of course, there have
been major changes. And this should definitely be taken
into account, the minister believes, “The changed rules
of the game have de facto simplified the world market
with a complex architecture of economic interrelations.
Country selfishness, protectionism and neo-isolationism
have become a natural way of thinking. And it’s not just
the pandemic. There are other long-term trends that can
change the architectonics of global trade and investment
flows. These are the climate agenda, the digitalisation of
all spheres of life, the geopolitical confrontation between
large economic blocs, the practice of sanctions pressure
in order to lobby their interests and discriminate against
competitors on a national scale. As a result, it has become
much more difficult to plan development at the inter-
level” According to Aleksandr Chervyakov, the accuracy
of forecasts of even the most reputable organisations has
fallen sharply. These objective factors are exacerbated by
the lack of pragmatism in actions and, consequently,
the predictability of partners. That is why the focus
of attention of managerial elites and ‘think tanks’ of
large economies is shifting to narrower, regional issues.
Businesses respond subtly to these signals, adapting their
models and behaviours accordingly. From a practical
point of view, this is a prerequisite for an increase in
the trend towards the isolation of economies, which, in
turn, leads to an increase in the degree of localisation of
production and logistics. Aleksandr Chervyakov is sure
that this development of events will benefit mainly local
suppliers of raw materials and components. And this
redistribution of income and the development of the
domestic market has certain advantages, “Belarus, as a
small open economy, certainly takes into account the
above when planning its development. In developing
the priority areas of the five-year plan, we will make
maximum use of our own resources, competencies and
potential. And, of course, we will intensify work in the
capacious and familiar markets for our manufacturers
of the near, reliable circle of partners, such as Russia,

GDP growth

+1.6 % |[:14¥.1{V} 3

+0.7 %

'105%

China, the Eurasian Economic Union. And of course,
we will develop new areas. In the past year, we were
generally successful in accomplishing this strategic
task.”

Thus, according to statistics, the country’s
economy grew by 2.3 percent last year. This is higher
than previously accepted forecast. But how should this
result be evaluated? Aleksandr Chervyakov believes
that, at first glance, the dynamics seem to be moderate,
especially compared to what was observed in the first
half of the year. However, it should be recalled here
that, unlike the neighbouring countries in the region,
Belarusian enterprises continued to work and produce
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products despite the surge of COVID-19
in 2020. That is why the fall in GDP in
our country, compared with other states,
was minimal. Our economy, even taking
into account the base of comparison, has
added more than others in the region
following the results of two pandemic
years. The GDP of Belarus grew by 1.6
percent, the EAEU countries — by 0.7
percent. The EU economy shrank by 1.5
percent.

Performance markers

How did the Belarusian economy
manage to work so well? According to
Aleksandr Chervyakov, the successful
adaptation of business models to the
ambiguous external environment became
the foundation for the efficient operation
of industries in 2021. This result, as the
minister emphasises, was also due to
a systematic approach in development
planning in recent years. Firstly, the
established management system made
it possible to quickly mobilise resources
and implement effective export strategies.
Secondly, the channel created in 2020
to support business by the state during
the pandemic positively influenced the
mood of entrepreneurs. Its effective
performance reduced the level of anxiety
in the business environment. Thirdly,
what Aleksandr Chervyakov notes is
that the economy was literally helped by
doctors and a stable healthcare system.
They restrained the avalanche-like
pressure of the pandemic and levelled its
impact on the economy. As a result, there
was no need to impose restrictions on the
operation of enterprises. Fourthly, the
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As you know, the marker of economic
efficiency is the financial condition of
business entities. Last year, according to
statistics, net profit increased almost three
times compared to the previous year.

saved production pace made it possible
to master the vacated niches without
build-up, “With ready-made volumes
of products, well-developed logistics
and payment schemes, we were able to
quickly enter new markets and expand
our presence in traditional ones through
real sales”

Well, this is clearly evidenced by
the dynamics of exports of goods and
services, an increase of more than 32.5
percent. It increased in all commodity
aggregates, including due to trucks, cars,
furniture, woodworking products, and
foodstuffs. According to the results of
the year, a historically record value of the
positive balance was reached — plus 3.8
billion dollars. In many ways, the growth

in deliveries was due to the support
of trusted partners from the Russian
Federation and the People’s Republic of
China, who opened their markets wider
for our products. As a result, exports to
Russia increased by almost a quarter,
amounting to more than $16 billion, and
to China by 17.5 percent, approaching
$1 billion. These areas will continue to
develop actively.

As you know, the marker of economic
efficiency is the financial condition of
business entities. Last year, according to
statistics, net profit increased almost three
times compared to the previous year.
The economy has earned more than 16
billion roubles. Return on sales reached
more than eight percent. The number
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of unprofitable enterprises decreased by
almost twenty percent. In short, there is a
significant improvement in the situation
in the real sector.

Optimism indexes

The surveys conducted also showed
that the management of the companies
is optimistic and the growth trend will
continue. The heads of enterprises are
planning to increase demand and output,
and increase employment. The integral
index, the index of industrial optimism,
was positive in January and continued
to grow. It is nine points higher than
in December. And taking into account
seasonality, its value reached a maximum
for more than twenty years of observation
history.

If we evaluate the results of the year
in terms of industries, then it should be
noted that industry has always been the
driving force in achieving good results.
It provided more than seventy percent
of GDP growth. The main contribution
was made by the chemical industry,
woodworking, mechanical engineering,
and energy.

If we talk about the development of
services, then the potential here has not
yet been fully used. Despite the fact that
this is an area where small investments
and efforts can quickly achieve great
results. However, on the other hand,
it is more susceptible to restrictions
for the consumer. The 2020 pandemic
proved this convincingly. Even though
Belarus did not introduce strict bans on

© Krasny Borets
Machine-Tool
Plant

The leaders are industry and the
IT sector saw an increase of about
7-8 percent, transport — over 5
percent, trade — 2.5 percent.

visiting places of recreation and sights,
COVID fears themselves kept people and
tourists from such activity. Of course, this
behaviour has had a negative impact on
many service sectors. In order to prevent
crisis phenomena in the industries,
the state promptly adopted a package

-~ BELARUS::

of support measures. They allowed
businesses to mitigate costs and for most
organisations to survive the peak of the
pandemic. In 2021, it was necessary to
win back the fall, ensuring an increase in
the contribution of the service sector to
GDP. In general, this task was completed.
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© Gomselmash JSCis one of
the largest manufacturers
of agricultural machinery

© Modern factory Belshina JSC

It is important that not only IT was a plus,
but also other sectors: trade, healthcare...

An indicator of a significant
improvement in the situation is usually
the dynamics in public catering. Thus,
the trade turnover in this area has grown
by almost 15 percent. Sectors related to
tourism have added up comparably. These
are temporary accommodation services,
sports, recreation, entertainment,
passenger transportation.

The efficient operation of industries
has become a reliable foundation for an
economically justified growth in real
incomes of the population. It amounted
to 102 percent, which is also higher than
the forecast. The increase was provided
by increasing wages in the real sector
and additional state support for state
employees, in particular doctors, with
COVID payments, as well as the support
of socially vulnerable citizens. As a result,
doctors, along with IT specialists, miners
and bankers, entered the top highly
paid activities. It is also important that
the government also took a number of
measures to increase the incomes of low-
paid categories of workers. For example,
in May last year, a new procedure for
determining the minimum wage was
established at the legislative level — not
less than thirty percent of the forecast
value of the nominal average wage in the
country.

Thus, we can say with confidence
that the economy developed steadily,
enterprises worked with a profit, all
social obligations were fulfilled in full,
concludes Aleksandr Chervyakov and
notes a new trend, “We see that the
drivers of growth that contributed to the
achievements of 2021 remain in effect. In
January, GDP grew by 2.7 percent. The
leaders are industry and the IT sector
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saw an increase of about 7-8 percent,
transport — over 5 percent, trade — 2.5
percent. Further dynamics depend on
whether breakthrough points of growth
appear in other industries. Together with
regulators and local authorities, we will
actively work on this this year and in the
future”?

Demand for ideas

Let’s ask ourselves this question: what
areas should be singled out as promising
in order to maintain and increase the
successes achieved this year?

“The main direction of work is set by
the priority of the five-year plan — strong

regions, which implies a decrease in
inter-regional differentiation,” notes the
Minister of Economy. “Achieving it will
require effective investment in promising
projects in specific areas, taking into
account their potential”

Theoretically, the formula for
investment success is as follows. First of
all, we need fresh, well-developed ideas
that can become profitable projects in
the future. Without them, even in the
most favourable conditions, it will not be
possible to quickly launch the investment
cycle. In addition, it is necessary to adapt
the product to the needs of potential
growing markets — the countries of Asia
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and Africa. Russia has been and remains
a priority for us: Belarusian goods and
services have a reputation and demand
there. And the third component of our
formula is affordable financing and long-
term money.

In practice, to fill the investment
cycle with specific projects, it is necessary
to additionally use several tools. First,
actively implement import substitution.
In the context of external restrictions, this
direction acquires special significance.
The task is to organise the production of
components and substitute goods with
characteristics no worse than imported
ones. This will ensure the stability of

There is an understanding of
supporting business in the
implementation of its own
ideas and proposals. As well
as the understanding that this
requires infrastructure and
promotion mechanisms.

supplies and increase the competitiveness
of the real sector as a whole. Systematic
approaches to import substitution are
accumulated in a comprehensive action
plan. At the level of industries and
regions, work is planned for a year. In
real terms, about three thousand types
of products will be produced for more
than $25 billion. A list of several hundred
import-substituting export-oriented
projects has been compiled. In general,
the network of such projects will cover the
entire country, not only regional centres,
but also districts. Their implementation
will be an additional contribution to the
very development of the regions.

Of course, it is planned to modernise
the enterprises. In addition, the five-
year plan set out a rather ambitious
task of increasing wages and labour
productivity. Obviously, without
technical re-equipment based on
digital technologies, it is difficult
to achieve planned indicators.
There is an understanding that
‘digital’  should cover every
technological process, introducing
robotic systems into tool and
welding production, metal cutting,
painting and other manufacturing
processes. Business models need
to be adapted to it. In such an
enterprise, workers and equipment
are used with maximum efficiency.
For example, the use of a welding
robot in the manufacture of the
same type of products can increase
labour productivity by five or even
more times. That is why today the
supervisory boards, primarily at
state-owned enterprises, are
recommended to revise, take inventory
of development plans and determine the
degree of modernisation of production
in order to achieve an appropriate level
of labour productivity and wages.

In addition, today more than ever
it is important to ensure the transfer of
technologies and new products from
science to production. Right now, it is
necessary to improve and more actively
apply the tools of the State Program for
Innovative Development for the Five-Year
Period. Minister of Economy Aleksandr
Chervyakov also noted that it will be
necessary to strengthen the existing
mechanisms for the commercialisation of
scientific and technical developments at
the stage of transfer to specific industries
and copyright protection. For a closer
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alliance of scientists and industrialists,
it is planned to work out a mechanism

for supporting and  engineering
scientific developments into prototypes
for subsequent mass production on a
commercial basis at the premises of one
of the institutes of the National Academy
of Sciences.

There is an  understanding
of supporting business in  the
implementation of its own ideas and
proposals. As well as the understanding
that this requires infrastructure and
promotion mechanisms. Ready-made
industrial sites with engineering, energy
and transport infrastructure according
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to the ‘last mile’ principle are what you
need to have in every region and where
we want to attract investors.

Lessons for the future

If there are successes, then they
cannot be hushed up — they need to be
talked about. Each region has examples
that businesses should be aware of.
Acquaintance with positive experience
often becomes a decisive argument for
people who have not yet decided to plunge
into this element. This is especially true
for young people who need to be involved
in the economy through the start-up
movement. It is in the minds of young

people that fresh, ambitious ideas are
born. Hence the conclusion: itis necessary
to support start-up entrepreneurs,
making wider use of grant and financial
incentive instruments. In general, it is
necessary to systematically improve the
conditions for business. The main issue is
to reduce the costs of entrepreneurs. For
this, by the way, the country has launched
a comprehensive work of authorities,
businesses, experts, scientists to simplify
administrative procedures and transfer
them to an electronic format. Moreover,
a number of fundamental optimisation
decisions have already been made.
Recently, a third of the total number



DE FACTO

The main issue is to reduce the costs

of entrepreneurs. For this the country
has launched a comprehensive

work of authorities, businesses,
experts, scientists to simplify
administrative procedures and transfer
them to an electronic format.

of administrative procedures has been
reduced. As Aleksandr Chervyakov
said, there are two more stages of reform
ahead. The main task is to reduce the
time of administrative procedures and
paperwork by 75 percent. And for the
widespread introduction of digital tools
in the processes of interaction between
the state and business, a service and
reengineering agency appeared in the
structure of the Development Bank.

And further. To fill the investment
cycle with specific projects, it is planned
to expand opportunities for access to
long-term financial resources. In the short
term, the state solves this problem through

the available tools. In particular, at the
suggestion of the Ministry of Economy,
business support by banks through credit
lines has increased five times as part of
the Small and Medium Enterprises state
programme. In the current five-year plan,
small and medium-sized businesses can
count on thirty billion roubles, including
six billion this year.

It is also possible to receive support
for an investment project at the expense
of the Development Bank, subject to
certain criteria. However, such a volume
of resources is objectively not enough, it
will be necessary to look for additional
opportunities to attract ‘long-termy’

© Belmedsteklo JSC

© Krasny Borets Machine-Tool Plant
plans to increase export supplies
by 50%

money. Banks, government agencies,
experts and scientists are actively working
on this task today. The parties proceed
from the fact that in the future the needs
of all market participants in capital for
the implementation of their investment
projects should be satisfied by the market
itself, without attracting preferential state
support. The activation of long-term
savings will revive investment activity,
which, in turn, will contribute to the
growth of the economy and the well-
being of citizens.

Of course, the above list of common
tasksisnotlimited. Aleksandr Chervyakov
drew attention to the fact that it is
necessary to deepen cooperation with the
Russian Federation within the framework
of the Union State, with partners from the
EAEU, China and countries of the far arc.
To create conditions for increasing the
export of domestic goods to traditional
and new markets. Use the tools of state
programmes and reserves to improve the
efficiency of the public sector to increase
the competitiveness of the economy.
Together with scientists and industries, to
fill the projects of the future with concrete
content. And, ultimately, to propose new
and coordinate the implementation of
already existing measures in order to
ensure the successful achievement of
priorities and the fulfilment of the tasks
of the five-year plan.

Aleksandr Pimenov
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TO BE ABLE TO

OVERTAKE TIME
IS AN ACHIEVEMENT

Recognizable futuristic body lines, panoramic windshield,
ergonomics... Due to all this, autonomous trams, electric
buses and trolleybuses organically fit into the transport life of
cities not only in Belarus, but also in the CIS countries, as well
as far abroad. They are made at the BKM Holding enterprise,
known under the more familiar name Belkommunmash.
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difficult geopolitical situation.

“Because of the unpredictable conditions in the world, we
are not working as efficiently as we could,” admits Oleg Bytsko,
General Director of Belkommunmash Holding Management
Company OJSC. “For example, last year a number of contracts
with Ukraine and Moldova were not concluded on time —
customers were waiting to see if our enterprise would fall
under the direct effect of economic restrictions. We planned
to conclude a contract with Chisinau in May last year for 25
vehicles, but they signed it only in September and only for 20

BEJIAPYCb.BELARUS
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vehicles. Broken contracts had to be urgently replaced with
others. However, our industry has its own specifics: it is not
enough to enter the market with an offer, it is necessary to
participate in competitions, to perform certain procedures
in advance. The sanctions imposed on the bank that serves
the company complicate the work: the banks cannot issue
guarantees for European contracts. Echoes of the problems
caused by the coronavirus pandemic are still being felt. Thus,
we signed a contract with Sarajevo for the supply of 25 self-
driving trolleybuses and planned to manufacture the first of
them in September last year. However, due to closed borders,
components were not delivered on time, which means that the
terms of production and certification of products were shifted.
The first trolleybus left for its destination not in December,
as we had planned, but only at the end of February. So the
pandemic and economic restrictions had a serious impact on
our work, despite the fact that we were not directly affected.
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The problem of timely delivery of the necessary
components could be solved by import substitution, however,
the development of our own components and assemblies is a
slow process. Each product here is specific. In terms of their
configuration, they can differ by 10-15 percent in different
positions. Much depends on which countries the cars will
go to. Nevertheless, localisation is at least 55 percent. The
main assembly set, which is the body, as well as electronic
and electrical components, is produced in-house, however,
some of their components must be purchased. For example,
electric battery cells come from China. The manufacture of the
batteries themselves for vehicles supplied to the markets of the
post-Soviet space and many other countries, where European
standards do not directly apply, was localised at the enterprise:
on the basis of the purchased cells, they make the battery
necessary for each specific project. As for European projects,
they buy assembled batteries, since they require special
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European certification. Taking into account the number of
machines manufactured for Europe, there is no economic
feasibility in carrying out this procedure yet. Even if the
batteries are certified, it is not a fact that they will be accepted
with open arms in Europe, and this is not always connected
with objective issues”

The equipment does not stay in the warehouse for
too long

Nevertheless, the enterprise managed to increase output
volumes: compared to 2020, they amounted to 107 percent last
year. In addition, investments in production have increased
significantly.

“There were very serious investments in the modernisation
of the plant,” notes the General Director of the holding. We
have completed the construction of a new spray booth. The
structure of manufactured equipment has changed: it has

become more complex and, accordingly, more expensive. So,
trolleybuses with autonomous running and an articulated
body (accordion-type connection) are popular”

Since BKM Holding works mainly to fulfil the concluded
contracts, passenger vehicles do not stay in the warehouse
for a very long time. The assembly area operates according to
the principle: the closer to the exit, the higher the degree of
readiness of the vehicle. Work on it begins with the manufacture
of a metal frame, which at the initial stage resembles, to be
honest, rather the skeleton of a greenhouse in a summer
cottage. Then the car takes on a more perfect shape, and some
technical features are already added at this stage. The finished
frame is sent for painting, and then returned to the assembly
site. Here, its internal and external cladding takes place, filling
with electrics, electronics, then glass, doors, seats, mirrors
and everything else is installed, without which operation
is impossible. By the way, up to 4 kilometres of electrical
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harnesses are hidden under the skin of each passenger car,
which actuate systems, control doors, and allow validators and
other devices to work.

“We are constantly looking for new sales markets, we take
part in procurement biddings,” assures Oleg Bytsko. “We
have always successfully cooperated with Ukraine, Tajikistan,
Moldova, Russia. In order to diversify the markets, we once
carried out certification of equipment in the European
Union and now we supply our electric vehicles to Bulgaria
and Bosnia. At least 25 high-capacity trolleybuses with an
autonomous run of up to 20 kilometres will go to Sarajevo.
Such transport is not afraid of traffic jams or interruptions
in power supply, and new routes can be organised without a
contact network at all. There were deliveries to Argentina and
Colombia, but they still preferred transport on an internal
combustion engine”

By the way, the company supplies all electric buses
immediately with electric charging stations of its own
production. At the same time, the localisation of the devices
that make them up is constantly deepening and now it is about
35 percent.
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What is it, a modern truck?

Everyone knows Belkommunmash as a manufacturer of
passenger transport, and it recently surprised the general public
by presenting the first VITOVT TRUCK ELECTRO PRIME
electric truck with a payload capacity of 7,800 kilograms and a
van body volume of 44 cubic meters, or 18 Euro pallets, which
is a dream of a retailer who needs to deliver goods to many
shopping points. What is the reason for this shift in focus?

Electric transport at the enterprise, in principle, is not new.
In addition, global trends are constantly monitored here. The
development of electric buses was taken up when the world
was still distrustful of this type of electric passenger transport.
The topic of battery-powered cars was more difficult for
customers. However, with the development of the necessary
infrastructure, they are convinced that this is the future.
The operation of electric vehicles is cheaper both in terms
of maintenance and energy. But initially these vehicles are
more expensive. A middle ground should be found where the
difference in expenses covers the difference in cost. The task
now facing Belkommunmash is to reach a price that will allow
potential customers to operate their equipment with maximum



economic effect. It is not for nothing that a prototype was
created here, on the example of which they tried to show how
a modern truck can and should be. Its cost will depend on the
volume of production.

Compete smartly

Belarus is implementing a state programme for the
development of electric transport until 2025, according to
which it is planned to increase the share of public transport to
30 percent over the five-year period. For its implementation, an
innovation-industrial cluster "Electrotransport” was created.
It included such companies as Minsk Automobile Plant,
Belarusian Automobile Plant (BELAZ), Minsk Tractor Works,
the Joint Institute of Mechanical Engineering of the National
Academy of Sciences and, of course, Belkommunmash.

“In order to successfully compete in foreign markets,
coordinated actions are needed between various
manufacturers, primarily in their own country,” explains Oleg
Bytsko. “When enterprises are part of the same structure,
subordinate to one ministry, unhealthy competition

KNOW-HOW

disappears, funds are not spent on identical developments.”

The task of the cluster is to coordinate effective interaction
in the scientific, technical, educational and industrial fields.
In other words, to make sure that the activities of various
enterprises are not duplicated, but that they most effectively
solve the tasks set. For example, Minsk Automobile Plant OJSC
also created its own electric truck together with the National
Academy of Sciences. However, it has a different carrying
capacity and is designed to perform other tasks. After all, the
main thing is not to create a sample of possibilities, but a viable
and competitive car that will be in demand and will be sold
well. That is why there is a cluster work plan, the nuances of
cooperation between enterprises are defined.

Catching up is always more difficult than running on
par, and this is how the policy of BKM Holding is built.
Sometimes it even manages to be ahead of its time. So it was
with electric buses and it can become so with electric trucks,
the production niche of which is still almost free. But this is
the car of the future.

Arseny Tabolich
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pandemic:

and water scarcity in densely populated
regions add drama to food markets. The

and technological
experiences,
agriculture will always remain the
basic branch of the economy. There
will always be a demand for food.
Moreover, the former overproduction
has long been forgotten due to the
the world’s population
is growing, and the amount of land
that can be given for arable farming
is declining. Moreover, climate change '

PROSPECTS

issue of food security has become urgent
for many states in recent years. Today,
agricultureis one of the most attractive
sectors for international investment.
Investors also pay special attention to
Belarusian agricultural
Which regions are most interested in
cooperation with Belarus in the field
of agriculture, which areas are key for
investors and what successful projects

with foreign capital have already been
implemented in the country? Let’s try to
answer these questions.

enterprises.

Ensuring food security

“The interest of foreign investors
in agricultural production is observed
all over the world,” says Vitaly
Zholnerovich, Deputy Head of the
Investor Support Department of the
National Investment and Privatisation
Agency.

One of the leaders in terms of
investment and the number of projects
implemented abroad, including in
the areas of agriculture and the food
industry, is China. Due to population
growth, the demand for food in this
country is constantly growing. And
the state leadership is pursuing a
systematic policy of ensuring food
security, including through investment
in foreign agricultural assets.

It turns out that Chinese investors
in the field of agriculture are most
active in Africa and Russia, primarily in
the regions of the Far East and Eastern
Siberia. The bulk of Chinese foreign
direct investment is concentrated in

a relatively small number of African
countries: Nigeria, South Africa,
Sudan, Algeria and Zambia. These
countries account for more than
70 percent of China’s foreign direct
investment. Others have joined the list
in recent years, such as Guinea, Ghana,
the Democratic Republic of the Congo
and Ethiopia.

The second major investment donor
in agriculture are the countries of the
Persian Gulf, primarily the United
Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia. Due
to the presence of natural resources,
arable land in these states is practically
absent. Agriculture focuses on growing
vegetables and fruits in oases or
irrigated plantations. At the same time,
90 percent of the Gulf states depend
on imported food supplies. Given the
numerous risks in supplies, including
due to the pandemic, these states
have in recent years stepped up the
implementation of programmes for their
own food security and are investing in

foreign food production, most actively
in Ethiopia due to the proximity of this
country geographically. Nevertheless,
they are considering cooperation with
states from other regions.

In the Gulf countries, there are
already quite a few agricultural
companies that do business in one or
more foreign countries. In 2020, the
National Investment and Privatisation
Agency, with the assistance of the
Belarusian Embassy in the UAE,
held a webinar with such companies,
where they presented the possibilities
of Belarus in the field of agriculture
and the food industry. In the format
of a videoconference, representatives
of Arab companies were told about
the country, its business climate,
opportunities for agriculture and
processing. All the questions were
answered.

“As far as we understand, partners
in this region are not very interested
in projects from scratch, the so-called
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Our country is almost completely
self-sufficient in mineral fertilizers.

greenfield, they prefer to acquire
a ready-made business or become
shareholders,” says Vitaly Zholnerovich.
“When an enterprise is already
operating, it is more understandable
for an investor: there is a specialisation,
certain sales markets, and potential.
And if the expansion of production
requires technical re-equipment and
modernisation, then Arab investors are
ready to invest.”

Potential remains high

Meanwhile, Belarus has many
investment advantages. Firstly, the
geographical position. The country
is located between two large sales
markets — the EU and the EAEU. For
many investors, the opportunity to
diversify sales markets is fundamental,
even if their key goal is to ensure the
food security of their own countries.
Nevertheless, they always want, under
favourable conditions, to profitably

54

BEJIAPYCb.BELARUS
MARCH 2022

sell products in other regions, if prices
in them are higher than at home.
Secondly, Belarus has good transport
links with China — a container arrives
in 12-14 days by rail. Thus, agricultural
companies have the opportunity
both to receive equipment and raw
materials from the Asian market,
and to sell products to China. By the
way, Belarusian farmers have made a
breakthrough with China over the past
three years in the supply of meat and
dairy products.

Thirdly, Belarus has a developed
agriculture, so there are specialists,
technologies, scientific and educational
bases, and international relations
have been developed. We have
developed agricultural engineering,
the country is almost completely
self-sufficient in mineral fertilizers.
Fourthly, the threshold for entering
the agricultural business in Belarus is
low by international standards. At the

same time, we have quite productive
agricultural land and relatively good
climatic conditions.

From the point of view of investors,
one can note the low popularity of
Belarus as a promising platform for the
implementation of projects in the field
of agriculture and the food industry.
First of all, these are the countries of
the far arc.

“They know more about our
engineering products, while little is
known about Belarusian agriculture in
the world,” notes Vitaly Zholnerovich.
“Right now, it is important to focus
efforts on the presentation of our
country as having, among other things,
a high agricultural potential”

The second point that raises doubts
among investors is the state ownership
of agricultural land.

Almost all investors ask: under what
conditions can one acquire land as a
property?



“We have to explain to them
that we have private agricultural
companies that lease land from the
state under a contract for 99 years”
Vitaly Zholnerovich shares his
experience of communicating
with representatives of foreign
companies. “That such a
management principle does
not carry any risks, since
if an enterprise fulfils all the
conditions of the contract and
complies with the law, then no one
will ever take the leased land from it,
such precedents are unknown to the
agency. However, many investors are
accustomed to working with private
land ownership. It cannot be said
that this issue is absolutely critical for
everyone, but it requires additional
clarification.”

Interesting success stories

“Meanwhile, over the past two years,
we have managed to attract several
serious investors to our agriculture,
who have already acquired assets and
are purposefully developing them. A
serious project is being implemented
by a farmer from Western Europe.
Initially, he focused on Kazakhstan, but
Belarus is a neighbouring country, and
he decided to take a closer look at the
possibilities of doing business with us.”

“First, he wrote a request to our
agency, and we quickly provided all
the requested information,” Vitaly
Zholnerovich tells the details of the
case. “Then I came personally, we
travelled around the Brest and Grodno
Regions for several days, examined
the farms. We presented the potential
investor with the selection of farms that
were in the process of liquidation or

bankruptcy, and were also undergoing a
financial recovery procedure. It should
be noted that he was impressed both
with the technical equipment and with
the lands. A month later, he came again
and examined other farms. As a result,
he made a decision and acquired three
agricultural production cooperatives
with a total area of agricultural land of
more than 19,000 hectares.

The farmer especially liked the
price. The farms were in the process
of liquidation, they had already gone
through several stages of bidding, so
they were sold at a very significant
discount. As a result, each venture cost
about a million dollars. It is very cheap
by European standards. According
to the investor, in the EU a hectare of
arable land costs about 10,000 euros
for a bare plot. The farmer claimed that
in order to get land of the same area in
his homeland, he would have to spend
about 200 million euros for the land
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alone. Therefore, he was not distracted
by the fact that the enterprises were
implemented with certain conditions:
the obligation to invest certain amounts
in the development of enterprises, to
maintain the number of dairy herds
and jobs at the established level. By the
way, initially the investor focused on
crop production, but the agricultural
production cooperative had dairy
farms with a total livestock of over
a thousand. And today he is very
successfully developing dairy farming.

The second investor is from
Kazakhstan. He rented about a
thousand hectares of arable land from
a farm in the Krugloye District of the
Mogilev Region. He has an agricultural
business in his homeland, and Belarus
attracted him with its compactness
and geographical position. His current
business has key sales markets in
Moscow and St. Petersburg. And
logistics costs in the vast expanses of
Kazakhstan can eat up all the profits.
Therefore, he decided to develop his
business in Belarus. And he is very
pleased, he is considering options for
increasing the size of the land plot to
five thousand hectares in the near
future.

Another very interesting project:
in August 2020, a request from
New Zealand came to the National
Investment and Privatisation Agency.
The entrepreneur wanted to know if it
were possible to grow such an exotic
crop as quinoa in Belarus. It originates
from South America, but is now very
popular with adherents of a healthy
diet. The businessman already had an
operating enterprise in Georgia. The
project was not the easiest in terms of
implementation. The fact is that no one
has grown quinoa in Belarus before, so
there was no such crop in the register
of agricultural plants. We found a
partner for the investor in the Mogilev
region, who allocated 10 hectares of
land for crop testing, an agreement was
concluded with the Inspectorate for
Testing and Protection of Plant Varieties
under the Ministry of Agriculture
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© The first crop of
cucumbers was
harvested in the
greenhouses of
Rasvet in the
Kirovsk District

and Food. All legal procedures were
followed. The crop showed itself well in
Belarus, so the tested variety of quinoa
flava was included in the register.
Meanwhile, the New Zealander
plans to develop a diversified business
here. He acquired several facilities in
the Vitebsk Region. He intends to use

them both as an office for his company
and for tourism: he wants to create a
museum of quinoa, to establish the
production of whiskey from it, such a
drink is becoming fashionable in the
West, there are distilleries in the USA,
Canada, Western Europe, but not in
Eastern Europe. Belarus can become a
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Belarus has a fairly developed agriculture: there
are specialists, technologies, scientific and
educational bases, and international relations

have been developed.

regional pioneer in this direction. The
main markets for quinoa and quinoa
products are Europe and China. The
New Zealand farmer was captivated by
the country’s logistical capabilities. He
noted that there are no such business
opportunities in New Zealand and
Australia. There are lands, qualified

personnel, but everything is very, very
expensive. Therefore, it is quite difficult
to produce competitive products. He
sees the development of his business in
Belarus.

Thus, it is easy to conclude that
our country has a very significant
investment reserve. And it needs

© The first sprouts in the fields

© The Research Centre for Potato
and Horticulture of the National
Academy of Sciences of Belarus
develops new varieties of
Belarusian potatoes

to be used to the best advantage.
Systematically  attracting investors
to increase the efficiency and
competitiveness of entire industries.
For example, domestic agriculture,
which still retains large investment
resources.”

Aleksandr Pimenov
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INNOVATION
IN DIGITAL

WRAPPING

OR HOW E-GOVERNMENT HELPS MAKE LIFE BETTER




Innovative state element

“Is it correct to call the e-
government project an element of an
innovative state?”

“Absolutely. Innovations are aimed
at digitising our communication with
government agencies, making it as

comfortable as possible. Organise
the receipt of various services online,
without leaving home, when there is
such a need. The task of the NCES in this
process is to keep the infrastructure that
ensures this digital dialogue up to date,
carry out work on its modernisation,
improve and improve so that the service
mechanisms are as comfortable as
possible.

After all, if we recall the beginning
of the 2000s, when this work was just
beginning, there was even no talk of
interaction  between  departments.
Now a lot has changed. For example,

The position of Belarus in the top 40 states
in terms of readiness for e-government
indicates that most of the management
processes across the country have been
digitised. Today, in order to apply to a
bank, a cadastral agency, a number of
ministries and departments, as well as
other authorities, it is not at all necessary
to leave the house, stand in along

queue. More than 200 services have been
automated for citizens and businesses.
Behind this large-scale work is the National
Centre for Electronic Services. What
electronic services are available to us, how
do they work for the country’s economy?
We talked to Roman GRADUSOV, Director
of the National Centre for Electronic
Services about these issues.

Roman Gradusov, “The main
result of our work is the creation
of a basis, a strong developed
infrastructure, using
which you can create
and string new services
like beads.”

today, within the framework
of a nationwide automated
information system, we have
access to 43 databases owned
by  various  government
agencies and organisations.
For example, databases of the
Ministry of Labour and Social
Protection on the registration
of the unemployed, families
with multiple dependent
children, social benefits.
Often, dozens of different services are

which is regulated
by the system owners.

provided based on the information
of each of them. For example, the
Unified State Register of Real Estate
of the National Cadastral Agency
provides access to almost 30 services
for individuals and legal entities. In
total, today more than 200 services are
available on the single portal of electronic
services portal.gov.by, the provision of

The next goal is to build a digital
state based on the provision of proactive
services. Until recently, electronic
cooperation between a person and
the state was based on the declarative
principle: a service in response to an
appeal. In the future, for example,
when a child is born, a person will not
need to register him or her, enroll in
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a kindergarten, as this will be done by
the state based on the data entering the
databases”

“If we compare similar structures
in other states, what is the difference
between our e-government system?”

“Of course, before creating our e-
government, we studied international
experience. However, this does not mean
at all that we blindly copied someone
else’s path. We took the best, such as a
single point of access to services, the use
of an electronic digital signature, the
transition to Open Source technologies,
but at the same time proceeded from
the peculiarities and needs of our state.
By the way, in this year’s world ranking
in terms of readiness of countries for
e-government, we hope to improve the
position of the country, since during
this time a new format of the main
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document of a citizen, the ID-card, has
been introduced and implemented.”

From multiple services to unity

“As they say, there is no limit to
perfection. What else is planned to
be improved in the e-government
system?”

“Without a doubt, there is always
room for improvement. For example,
the accumulation of all services on
a single platform. So far, we have a
whole list of autonomous sites, sites
that provide certain electronic services.
For example, we look for medicines on
tabletka.by, make an appointment with
a doctor through talon.by, pay taxes
through the taxpayer’s personal account
on the website of the Ministry of Taxes
and Duties, etc. It's complicated.

The policy of the state and the

organisation is aimed at ensuring that
the platform is eventually unified, as
is the personal account of a citizen.
Now we are negotiating to transfer the
personal accounts of users registered on
departmental information resources to
the single portal of electronic services
portal.gov.by. We hope the ministries
will meet us halfway. In general, the
Ministry of Internal Affairs, the State
Customs Committee, the State Border
Committee, the Ministry of Taxes and
Duties, the Social Protection Fund,
and the National Bank are conducting
the most productive dialogue with us
today on the transfer and provision of
electronic services. We look forward
to the emergence of new services
from the database of talented youth
of the Ministry of Culture and other
departments.”

“What do you think are the
difficulties in this process?”

“There may be various
organisational, technical,
and  financial  difficulties.
However, the most important
are the psychological ones,
the mentality of leaders,
the unwillingness to share
their own developments, to
open access to departmental
databases. We need a change
of mind. After all, access to
such information expands
the possibilities in interaction
between departments! We
hope this issue will be resolved
over time.”

“Surely there are reasons
for pride?”

“We are extremely proud of
all our results. More than 15,000
organisations work in the
system of interdepartmental
electronic ~ document flow
today, exchanging hundreds



of thousands of electronic documents
per month. Systems are developing, and
there are more and more ‘digital’ citizens
ready for electronic interaction with the
state.

An important feature of the
Belarusian  e-government is  the
presence of our national cryptography,
mechanisms and algorithms that are
embedded in the electronic digital
signature. Only a few countries have
national cryptography, since it is labour-
intensive and knowledge-intensive. This
is an absolute plus and a great pride for
the country, although it is associated
with some difficulties in interstate
interaction. Nevertheless, we have
found a way to ‘harmonise’ electronic
documents of different countries with
each other by creating the Trusted
Third Party service, which confirms
the legitimacy of the electronic digital
signature of foreign states.”

On the international level

“Does the service facilitate
cooperation in a cross-border context?
For example, within the EAEU?”

“At one time, business itself became
the driver for the development of
interstate electronic interaction, as it
is much more convenient for business
entities to work within the framework
of international trade, to exchange
shipping documents in electronic
format. The pilot project for the
recognition of the Belarusian electronic
digital signature involved our EDI
providers that interact in a cross-border
context.

In addition, the NCES is the
operator of the Belarusian segment
of the integrated information system
of the EAEU, participates in the
implementation of common processes,
including international operations
and procedures that apply to several
EAEU member states in various fields:
medicine, trade, veterinary medicine,
customs, agriculture, taxes and others.”

“Can we say that the development of
digitalisation in the field of e-government
helps the country save money?”

“Yes, sure. The obvious benefits
include saving the main resource,
which is time, for managers, employees
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of organisations, as well as citizens
in general. This means quick and
impartial ~ management  decision-
making in the provision of services,
easy but controlled access to reference
sources of information (always up-
to-date and complete state databases).
In addition, for example, saving
paper when switching to paperless
workflow means the elimination of
postage expenses. As a result, we see an
increase in the standard of living due
to the convenience of using a variety of
electronic services”

“Belarus  occupies a rather
high place in the world ratings in
terms of the level of e-government
development. What’s next?”

“The main result of our work is the
creation of a basis, a strong developed
infrastructure, using which you can
create, like a string of beads, new
services. Now we are talking about
increasing the number of services.
Especially for citizens who today have
access to services requiring strict
identification using an ID-card with an
electronic digital signature.”
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NEW TRENDS

he effective development of the country’s economic
potential is facilitated not only by the modern level of
organisationofproduction,butalsobycontinuoustechnical
re-equipment. For example, the work of the Belarusian
nuclear power plant today contributes both to the accelerated
transition of industry to a new stage of energy efficiency and
helps to reduce dependence on hydrocarbon fuel supplies.

When the benefits are clear

Cleanenergyisneeded everywhere. The commissioning
of the Belarusian nuclear power plant when it reaches its
full capacity will save more than five hundred million
dollars a year on natural gas imports. World experience
shows that as the capacity of nuclear power plants grows,
the share of use of natural gas and oil products in industry
is gradually decreasing. However, clean energy is needed
not only for traditional plants and factories. Energy-
intensive industries, such as metallurgy, petrochemistry
and others, win.

The flagship energy project not only contributes to
the widespread introduction of modern technologies in
production, but also ensures the creation of new jobs and
provides additional opportunities to increase the level of
comfort for the population. For example, the volume of
electricity consumption for heating and hot water supply
in Belarus increased 2.5 times last year compared to the
previous year.

The construction of electric houses continues in
the country. The advantages in such new buildings are
obvious: when it gets colder outside, the consumer can
set the desired mode and select the optimal temperature.
Individual space heating in a smart house will make
it possible to calculate payments honestly: apartment
residents will pay exactly as much as they used themselves.
Now in Belarus, work is underway to transfer individual
housing stock to electricity for heating, water heating, and
cooking.

According to Deputy Energy Minister Mikhail
Mikhadyuk, electric houses will be built throughout the
country. An experiment on the construction and operation
of housing with autonomous heating in each apartment

began in 2018. Then they erected about six thousand
‘squares’. During the current five-year plan Belarus plans
to build two million square meters of electric houses.

Modernisation in all areas

The foundation for a more advanced industry in
engineering is being formed in the country. The global
trend is the transition to electric transport. Belarusian
scientists are not far behind and are actively working on
the creation of a compact electric car. It is already clear
today that it will be in demand. After all, a year ago there
were only about four hundred electric vehicles in the
country, but now the figure is close to five thousand. This
growth trend is largely facilitated by the comprehensive
state programme for the development of electric transport
for 2021-2025. It is safe to say that the number of electric
cars will continue to increase. Actually, as well as the
development of infrastructure, including charging stations.

Passenger electric transport, such as electric
buses, trolleybuses, trams and electric trains, is also
becoming more convenient, profitable in operation and
environmentally friendly.

As you know, the International Energy Agency predicts
that by 2030 the global fleet of electric vehicles could
grow to 150 million. The largest automakers have already
announced their intention to abandon the production
of cars with an internal combustion engine. The fleet of
urban electric transport is also being dynamically updated,
and these are qualitatively new opportunities in the field of
consumer service and reduction of harmful emissions into
the environment. According to forecasts by international
research centres, the share of electric buses will grow to 30
percent by 2030.
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NEW TRENDS

A rational approach is a priority

One of the priority areas for improving the country’s
energy security is to increase the use of local energy
resources: peat, wood fuel and biogas. According to Minister
of Energy Viktor Karankevich, up to 2 million tons of peat
are mined annually in the country, 1.2 million peat products
are produced, “Twenty percent is exported, the rest is
consumed domestically. This makes it possible to replace
about 450 million cubic meters of natural gas annually. Peat
occupies about 15 percent of the use of local fuels”

In the current five-year period, it is planned to modernise
fixed production assets, introduce new technologies and
equipment, expand the range and increase the volume
of products. There are two key directions. The first is an
increase in the use of peat in boiler houses of the housing
and communal services when they are transferred from
natural gas to milled peat. Three such projects are already
being implemented in the Minsk Region, and eight more
have been taken into consideration until 2025. This will
increase the share of peat in the total volume of fuel use. The
second direction is the use of peat in cement production.

“Our task for the five-year period is to reach the

involvement of about 3.3 million tons of standard fuel in
the form of peat into the country’s fuel balance,” said Viktor
Karankevich.

Many countries have been relying on environmentally
friendly energy sources in recent years. Attempts are being
made to abandon the use of coal, peat, oil, gas and switch
to wood. Belarus has established an efficient use of timber
resources. For example, in 2020, our forestries sold almost
83 thousand cubic meters of pellets, the bulk of which was
produced at new factories. Export brought about 9 million
dollars.

Of course, the transition to local fuels is a long process,
and somewhere it is really more expedient to use natural gas,
but it is not rational to tie all energy supply to it. Therefore,
over time, the number of energy sources on local fuels will
only grow. But they will not indiscriminately transfer all
energy sources to wood chips, pellets and peat. First of all,
we are talking about small settlements. In the near future,
it is planned to put into operation new power generating
facilities using wood fuel. This will reduce the consumption
of imported natural gas by more than one hundred million
cubic meters per year.

T
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In the first half of 2021 alone, 2,112 electric vehicles were imported
into our country, which is more than in the entire previous year. At
the same time, not only citizens, but also industrial enterprises are
switching to electric cars. The economic effect has already been felt
by Gomelenergo, which was one of the first to implement a pilot
project to upgrade the fleet with electric vehicles.

Ecology first

Belarus has recently begun to develop its own nuclear
power industry. BeINPP helps to reduce dependence on
hydrocarbons, and also significantly reduces the cost of
domestic products and thereby increases its competitiveness
in world markets.

Both reactors of the station are capable of covering up
to forty percent of the country’s electricity needs. A project
has been implemented to ensure the output of power from
the station and its connection with the country’s energy
system. More than one and a half thousand kilometres of
high-voltage power lines have been built and reconstructed,
four substations have been modernised, and a new backbone
substation Postavy is operating. This made it possible to

ensure the supply of electricity from the BeINPP to all
regions of the country.

Experts believe that in the future it will be possible
to put almost a third of the capacities of thermal power
plants into reserve. It is these stations that burn coal,
and for the most part natural gas, that produce the
main emissions of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.
Stopping them will be a significant contribution to the
fight for the environment.

Actually, we can expand the scope of application in
electric transport, from utility service vehicles and buses to
cars. Moreover, technologies should be developed based on
the scientific and technological base of domestic scientists.

Aleksei Fedosov
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DR. GUMEN'S ADVICE

HEALTHY PEOPLE -
A HEALTHY COUNTRY

For more than two years, Dr. Gumen
has been spreading medical knowledge
and giving advice on the pages of the
Zvyazda newspaper and in the online
publication zviazda.by. Finally, a book,
where the most popular interviews of
the doctor are collected under one
cover, came out. The release of a book
is a milestone event for every author.
We met with the doctor to congratulate
him on this occasion, get an autograph
and talk not only about medicine.

“Dr. Gumen, you are a researcher, a person who,
above all, has academic medical knowledge. However,
you talk about medicine in a popular language in the
Zvyazda newspaper. What is your goal?”

“I have been a doctor for over 20 years. I communicate
with a lot of different people. If a person is faced with some
kind of illness, then during a consultation I often hear:
‘Doctor, if I had been told this 20 years ago, maybe I would
have avoided this problem now!” In fact, there are obvious
things. For example, everyone knows that smoking is bad,
but they still continue to smoke, hoping that the disease
due to smoking will not touch them. There are people who
get sick because they did not know something or did not
understand the elementary medical principles that should
be basis of life. And if we create such books, we provide
information to people who are not medical professionals.
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As a result, we get fewer serious diseases. This is a kind of
prevention: professionally speaking to people without a
medical education about health in a simple language.”

“The extensive topics of your interviews cannot but
impress: from Alzheimer’s disease to choosing the best
time of the year for weight loss. How do you explain such
diverse interest yourself?”

“The doctor should look at this or that illness broadly.
In our body, all processes are interconnected, so it is not
surprising that a topic that at first glance has nothing
to do with neurosurgery is covered by a doctor of this
specialisation. The more comprehensive the views, the
better!”

“Your book is titled Doctor Gumen’s Advice. To what
extent do you consider your advice is the most correct?”

“In giving advice, we proceed from the level of medicine



Dr. Gumep:
science s Advice book
that exists in the world today.
Science does not stand still, it has no boundaries.
Medicine is also developing, and every year there are new
discoveries, new medicines appear, methods of treating
diseases are improved. Our body is a chart that we continue
to study today. In the book, we tried to collect the latest,
most reliable information about how modern medicine
copes with certain problems.”

“Where do you get this valuable information?”

“First of all, this is a long-term experience as a doctor.
In addition, I take part in many conferences, study modern
medical research. There is another direction of my activity,
which is teaching at Belarusian Medical Academy of
Postgraduate Education. I think if you want to constantly
add to your knowledge, start teaching. This activity keeps
me on my toes, because students may have different
questions during class.”

“To what extent do you follow the advice given in the
book?”

“If an oncologist operates on patients with lung cancer,
and after the surgery he smokes to relieve stress, the patient
will have no one who could set an example, to say the least.
Of course, the doctor must have a healthy lifestyle. However,

and

DR. GUMEN'S ADVICE

if you live by the rules, it becomes boring. The most

important thing is not to exaggerate. Don't

cross the line. If during the New Year’s Eve,

you open champagne, drink a glass, and

then consume food high in cholesterol,

it is nothing serious, if it is only this one

time. Nevertheless, if this happens constantly, the

body’s resources gradually wear out, it ceases to

resist such systematic stress and begins to get sick”

“For more than two years you have been

giving advice to people on how to maintain

health. And now I hold in my hands a book

with a lot of useful information. What is more

important for you in this activity: the process or the
result?”

“I don’t think they can be separated. It must be both.
When you stop, you fall, while you move, you walk. When
you walk, you reach the goal. Life evolves, goals change.

The fact that we are carrying out disease prevention
today is a very important goal. We are for people to
get sick less”

“How much do you agree with the idea that a person’s

health is in his or her own hands?”

“I would like to agree, but in fact it is not entirely true.
There are certain factors that affect human health and,
unfortunately, are often beyond the control of a person.
This is the geographical location of the country in which
he or she lives, genetics, the circumstances of the birth.
In addition to these factors, there is the person himself/
herself and his/her efforts in maintaining health. It would
be great for people to follow a healthy lifestyle. After all,
healthy people mean a healthy country, a healthy country
means a healthy economy. The less people get sick, the less
money will be spent on healthcare. The less health problems
a person has, the more time he or she has to live fully and
engage in self-development””

“What do you see as your mission?”

“If someone chooses the profession of a doctor, he or
she must know for sure: this is something that is connected
with human health. And this is the most valuable thing in
our life. Each doctor bears a great responsibility for his or
her work. Our core business is helping people!”

“Will there be continued cooperation with Zvyazda,
despite the release of the book?”

“There will definitely be a sequel. Science develops, new
information appears in the field of medicine. We keep our
finger on the pulse and we will definitely tell our readers
about the most important things”

Yekaterina Tumas-Tishkevich
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A HOSPITABLE
INVITATION
TO TRY THE
NATIONAL 4
CUISINE ¥

Indeed, food used to be only one of the 4
components of certain tourist programmes, but
now they have learned to use it as a motivation

for traveling. In the era of the experience
economy, culinary traditions are becoming more
and more in demand as an element of learning
about the country. Today, travellers are ready to go
to places where cooking traditions have been
passed down through generations.
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Coffee house with a medieval menu
Certainly, Belarusian cuisine is rich and interesting. The only problem,
perhaps, is that this layer of national culture is still little known even to the
Belarusians themselves. This means that gastronomic secrets could become a
chic resource for the development of domestic tourism as well. For example,
potatoes began to be used in Belarusian lands only from the middle of the
18th century. The cuisines of peasant, bourgeois and noble families had their
own peculiarities. Culinary traditions have been formed over the centuries. The
most authentic information about the eating habits of Belarusians is stored in
the inventories of the 16th century.

Obviously, gastronomic tourism is at the intersection of ecology, culture
and production. In our country, this direction is just beginning to develop, and,
nevertheless, a lot has already been done. Today, acquaintance with national
cuisine occurs not only during trips to restaurants and cafes, but also during
festivals, master classes, tastings, and exhibitions. Minsk and the regions
are working on culinary calendars, which include significant events during
which Belarusians and foreign guests get acquainted with culinary traditions.
Domestic products are advertised. The mobile applications are created that will
guide you to places where you can try the Belarusian cuisine.

Today, travel companies, when they generate routes, can set their
programmes in such a way that the participants of the tour cannot get bored
for a minute. And, of course, they even try to choose lunches and breakfasts in
such a way as to amaze tourists. The programme includes unique items. You
can find information, for example, about which architectural, historical or

cultural sites you can visit on the Internet, but it is rather difficult to stumble
upon information about a mini-bakery, a cheese factory or a cafe with a
medieval menu.
Over time, people who travel a lot in Belarus discover places that they
are ready to visit during their next trip to try their favourite dish or buy
groceries. For example, it can be a cafe near Mogilev, where several types of
smazhenka (meat pie) are prepared, the Palyushki tavern in Turov, where the
hostess treats her guests with dishes from the oven, including with the home-
made pastries. In the Berezinsky Biosphere Reserve, you should taste game
and cranberry juice, in the Logoysk Region, the agroestates Gayenskiye Istoki,
Malinovka conjure recipes of Belarusian cuisine and boast of beekeeping
products. In the eco-tourist complex Nikolaevskiye Prudy in the Krugloye
District, they started their own farm to make dishes from pure local products,
they can cook fish caught right there in the lake.

Gastronomic tourism is actively developing due to various holidays and
events. The regions are involved in the development of new culinary festivals.
Specialised gastronomic tours offer to visit ethnographic complexes. For
example, during the weekend tour Beauty of Naroch Nature and Hospitality,
you can visit a dairy plant, the tourist complex Nanosy-Novoselye with
product tasting, drink tea from the Aptekarsky Sad (Apothecary Garden).

Industrial tourism, where you can see how Belarusian products
are produced and taste them, is also developing. Even a corporate
holiday is no longer complete without culinary ‘propaganda, such
a service as a banquet in the national style is becoming popular.

One should not forget about a healthy lifestyle. Products
under the brands ‘eco’ or ‘bio’ are trending. There are five
eco-farms, farmsteads and entire tourist clusters in Belarus
that can present environmentally friendly natural products
to guests. Fairs with such products are often included in
tourist programmes.
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one of the country’s trademark,
contribute to the socio- economic development of the
regions, their branding and attracting tourist flows there. There
is an awareness that it is necessary to develop its various types:
food, tasting, wine, beer, culinary. And you can talk not only
about the gastronomic heritage of the regions, but also introduce
food innovations.

By the way, foreign guests who often visit Belarus have
already noticed that the gastronomic industry in the country is
actively developing. There is a positive trend in the expansion
of the network of public catering enterprises. Last year alone,
almost 23,000 catering facilities functioned in the territory of
the republic. Moreover, over the past year, the number of entities
that are ready to feed people has increased by 722 units. And
this despite the fact that the pandemic has not been defeated
yet. In 2020 the catering industry faced serious challenges due
to the epidemic, but now it feels more confident, systematically
reviving. For example, the standard for the availability of places
in public catering facilities per thousand people is already even
higher than was set in the plans. True, due to the change in the
level of purchasing power of the population and the reorientation
of demand, the development of public catering infrastructure
today is due to the opening of quick service facilities that allow
the client to save time and money. However, this year, measures
will be taken to reverse this trend and stimulate the opening of
facilities specialising in traditional cuisine. Particular attention
will be paid to those who introduce Belarusian dishes.

By the way, today there are about four hundred gastronomic
tourism facilities in the country, of which almost half are
catering facilities for almost 15,000 places where you can taste
Belarusian cuisine.
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‘K aravai Karaval choozs ihe ane you want” — ite the well-known chiloran's game, familiar to all Belarusians
since childnood, For the Belaruzizn culturs, the Karavai = nof just 3 kind of bread.

It i= @ symbol of heepitality and respect for these people for whom this loaf haa bean
Bakee. The loafhas arich, vary mild taete, which iz achiaved by adding 3 larga rumbar of egge and milk.
Anofher faahure of the Karavai 2 its unigue appearanca. And its nat eurprizing!

Adler al, th= Fadiion of giving @ Karavai 1o a nesdy-mamied couple is stil stong in Belarus. If you were given
a Karavai, you must break off a piecs, din it in salt and try it-
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Panem et circenses!

Meanwhile, work is still being
actively carried out to create domestic brands i n
the catering network. Many of them specialise in Belarusian
national cuisine. Furthermore, a lot of efforts are being
made to promote the national gastronomic flavour by
farmsteads, hotels and cultural institutions. Tour routes with
a gastronomic component are being created. Last year there
were already more than sixty of them in the country.

Today, out of three thousand catering facilities in the
capital, about two hundred specialise in national cuisine.
Tourist companies of the city are actively working on the
development of routes that include tastings or traditional
dinners. Culinary master classes are organised for children
and adults, for example, on cooking potato pancakes and
baking bread.

According to Aleksey Rusakevich, Director of the Minsk
Information and Tourist Centre, an innovative strategy is
being developed in the capital to form its own style, within
the framework of which it is planned to create a Belarusian
folklore centre where you can enjoy national dishes and




watch theatrical programmes.

The restaurant at the Nesvizh Palace and Park Complex
also plans to launch the Belarusian Gatherings project, where
tasting of national dishes can be combined with spectacles.

The owners of the farmsteads prove that gastronomy
can be a good opportunity to talk about the traditions
of our ancestors and launch interesting programmes for
tourists. Thus, in the Ganka farmstead, guests will even have
to grind grain to bake bread. In the Koni-Pony farmstead
you can see how cheeses are made, and the hosts from the
Honey Queen will treat you to the ancient honey drink.
Master classes on cooking regional delicacies are held at the
Zastenok Skriplevo. The owner of the farmstead resumed the
local tradition of Kapytsiki — a kind of gastronomic joint

enterprise. Traditionally, neighbours and relatives helped
the owner to slaughter livestock, dismantle the carcass and
make dishes from meat and offal, and then they gathered at a
common table with songs and wishes to the owner.

In the Volozhin District, a tourist route Panem et Circenses:
the Origins of Belarusian Opera, Literature and Cuisine has
been developed, which takes tourists to the 19th century,
introduces them to the life of the gentry’s estate, Belarusian
culture and the secrets of cooking traditional dishes.

Perhaps the future of gastronomic tourism lies precisely
in such searches in our past for ideas, recipes, and even rituals
for preparing and consuming food. At least researchers have
already found many original recipes.

Yelena Dedkova
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MAJCT3PCTBA
~ ALESSON

"IN POTTERY




TRADITIONS

Y6aubiLb CEHHA canpaypHara
MalcTpa 3a raHYapHbIM Kpyram

- BANiKi waHeu. Takix ymenbuay,
3axaBaJibHiKay crnpagBe4YHam
Tpapbliubli, 3acTanocA 3ycim
HAWMaT. AgHaro 3 ix, Bitana
LLisneneBiua, HapogHara mancTpa
Benapyci 3 HeBAnikara naneckara
rapagka laHuasiubl, Begawoub

He TONbKi 3HaTaKi BbiITaH4YaHal
KepaMmiKi i KanekubiaHepbl Y
MHOTiX KpaiHax, ane racnagbiHi,
AKiA pasymeloub TONK Y
KyniHapbli. IMm BAgoMbI cakpaT
CMa4Hal eXbl: Kaji cTpaBa
pbiXTaBanacs y uYbiryHe 3
acabicTbim Knsiimom Llsnenesiva,
rocus aj fanikaracy 3a Byllbl He
apauarHyub. Mbl y3ani y mancrpa
YPOK raHYapHara pamscTBa i
BbiBeZani TaAMHiLy Bbipaby
«CMaYHbIX» raplUKoy.
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To see a real master at the potter’s
wheel today is a great luck. There are
very few such craftsmen, keepers of
the original tradition. One of them,
Vitaly Shepelevich, a folk craftsman
of Belarus from the small town of
Gantsevichi in Polesie, is known by
name not only by connoisseurs of
fine ceramics and collectors in many
countries, but also by housewives
who understand a lot about cooking.
They know the secret of delicious
food: if a dish was cooked in a pot with
Shepelevich’s personal brand mark,
its taste will be irresistible. We took

a lesson in pottery from the master
and found out the secret of making
‘delicious’ pots.

MNa4anoca y Mipb!

Y popse ¥ Bitans randapoy Hikosi He 6bUIO, a [ja T9Tara paMscrsa €H, sK cam
IIpBbI3HACIIIA, MPBIAIIOY Ma 3aKIiKy capua. Ilacms cryx6sl ¥ apmii macTymiy y
MacTallkae Byd4blilnda ¥ raprnacénky Mip, Axoe ckoH4bly y 1997 ropse ma cre-
LbIANbHACI «TaHYap». 3aThIM T'OJ afilipaljaBay Ha MacTalKiM IpajIIpbleMCTBe Ha
IposeHIIYbIHe i AIIYS TPhI — y MiHCKall MalICTOpHi BAfoMara Oeapyckara crie-
LbLAMicTa ITa KepaMinbl Asteca KocTki.

Y mavaTky JBYXTBICAYHBIX TaH4Yap-IIa4aTKOBel, BAPHyycsA ¥ popHbIA lan-
1jaBiubl. PaboTHI I CrienbIsIbHACLI He 3HAMIIIOCS, i €H acBoiy OymayHidyo mpa-
(eciro. Ase 1arHyna ga mobimait crpassl. Y 2011 ropse Bitann 3aparicrpaBaycs
paMecHikaM i cray nmpanasaip Ha csibe. AGCTansABay MailCTIPHIO IIpaMa Ha IIpbl-
cAn3iOHBIM y4acTKy. ITaubiHay 3 cyBeHipHal PpafyKIbli, IKYIO IIpajiaBay Ha Kip-
Malax. 3aThIM Iepalillioy Ha IIOCY/: rapliki, 30aHsl, Tanepki. Heysabase 3'sasinics
cyp'ésubls KIieHThI (Kada, pacTapaHbl, ClelbIs/Ii3aBaHblA KPaMbl ¥ CTAIIbI i a6-
JIACHBIX LI9HTPAX). JI35Ky1049bl BBICOKaMy MacCTallKaMy y3POYHIO i fIKacCILi Aro Ke-
pamika KapbICTasacs JOOPbIM MOMIbITaM. Y TOf, MaiiCTap MpajiaBay Kajis ThICAYBI
cBaiX KepaMiuHbBIX BbIpabay.

— Y amomHi yac pplHaK anaHaBajla KepaMika Hiskail sikacli, — pacnasspae,
3BBIK/IAa KPYLA4bl FaHYapHBI KPyT, Bitanp lllansanesiy. — A HeKaTOpbIA MACI[OBbIA
ropa-yMesblibl SIIY3 i Mafpab/Isonb Impalpl BAAOMBIX raHdapoy. He Bepmaroun
YCiX TOHKAcCLIAY T9XHA/IOTii, CBaiM HEBYL[TBAaM HaHOCAILb LIKOAY PAIIyTalibli Maric-
Tpa. AZIHOIYBI Ia MAAHe Ha KipMalllbl IIa/IbIIIJIA )KaHYbIHA 3 IPITIH31AM Ha AKaclb
rapIidKa, sKi, sk €1 ckasai Hago6pacyMIeHHBL IpaiayLibl, HibbITa 3pabiy s. 3ip-
HYYLIBI Ha SITO, afjpasy y6aubly, To raTa Hafgpobka. I1pa rara kasasna i agcyTHacub
MaJiro K/IAiiMa, i HeKaTopblA acabmiBaclii BbIpaly, AKiA Hanékid aj TpagbIlbIIHBIX.



© Potter's works

© Vitaly Shepelevich
with his wife

fix n3apb1 pabdini

BiTanp mphIHLBIIIOBA IPBIMAHSAE TONbKi T9XHAJIOTIi, TpaBepaHbIA MHOTIMI ITaKa-
JIeHH:AMI 6e/TapycKix raH4apoy.

— Moit magsixop fa Bbipaby KepaMiki Taki ), sK i cTarofusi ramy, — Kaka Mait-
crap. — Ilepur 3a jcé magbipato maTpabHyto rmiHy. 3gaBanacs 6, y Bemapyci rarara
MaTIpbIsTy XOLb af0aystit. Aje A/Is sIKacHall KepaMiki HeabXORHas I7iHA 3 9YHbI-
Mi yrmacuiBaciAMi, Iepul 3a ¥cé BbICOKAll BOrHeTpbIBajacli. A Takas €clb TOMbKI ¥
HekasbKix Mecnax. Camas nenmas — y lapapgnoit i Pagamkosivax. Tam i kynisio se
maj 3akas. Kasi ¥ ms6e y>xo écup r1iHa, Tagbl MOXKHA CAfi3iIfIia i 3a raHYapHbBI KPYT.
3BbIvyaiiHa, Kab BbUIEMNIlb Ha iM HeBsUIKi rapurdok abo 36aH, MHe narpabHa xsimin 20.
Jaeit mocyy agupaysiio y med /it abmay, a 3aTbIM Ha PasMasiéyKy. /st HaHsACeHHs
MaJIIOHKa J>KbIBAI0 HeKa/IbKi TOXHIK, y aCHOVHBIM «MaladsHHe» a00 «abBap». Y sAKkacri
(bapbaBanpHiKay BBIKAPHICTOYBAIO TOMbKI HATYPA/IbHbIA PIUBIBBL. TaK, A/ HalaHHA
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It all started in Mir

Vitaly never had potters in his family,
and, as he himself admits, he came to this
craft at the call of his heart. After serving
in the army, he entered an art school in the
town of Mir, from which he graduated in
1997 with a degree in pottery. After that,
he worked for a year at an art enterprise
in the Grodno Region and then three
more in the Minsk workshop of the
famous Belarusian ceramics specialist
Ales Kostko.

At the beginning of the 2000s, the
novice potter returned to his native
Gantsevichi. There were no jobs in
his specialty, and he mastered the
construction profession. But he was
drawn to his favourite work. In 2011,
Vitaly registered as a craftsman and
began to work for himself. The workshop
was arranged right on his plot. He started
with souvenirs, which he sold at fairs.
Then he switched to crockery: pots, jugs,
plates. Serious clients soon appeared
(cafes, restaurants, specialised stores in
the capital and regional centres). Due
to the high artistic level and quality, his
ceramics were in good demand. In a year,
the master sold about a thousand of his
ceramic products.

“Recently, the market has been
flooded with low-quality ceramics,” says
Vitaly ~Shepelevich, while habitually
turning the potter’s wheel. “And some
local ‘unfortunate’ craftsmen also forge
the work of famous potters. Not knowing
all the intricacies of technology, their
ignorance damages the reputation of the
master. One day a woman came up to
me at a fair claiming the poor quality of
a pot that unscrupulous sellers told her
was supposedly made by me. Looking at
it, I immediately saw that it was a fake.
This was evidenced by the absence of my
brand, and some manufacturing features
that are far from traditional”

As grandfathers bequeathed

Vitaly basically uses only technologies
that have been proven by many
generations of Belarusian potters.

“My approach to making ceramics is
the same as it was centuries ago,” says the
craftsman. “First of all, I select the right
clay. It would seem that there is more
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MeHaBiTa 3a cBalo ayT3HTbIYHACUb

i WHIYLUa ayTapcKan Kepamika.

Ane, axk ap3Havae LsnenesBiy, y
anoluHiA ABa ragbl NONbIT HA Ae
mouHa ynay. lMpbiybiHa Tamy —
KaBigHaAa naHA3Mif, 3-3a AKON cTana
MeHLU 3aMeXXHbIX TypbicTay.

KepaMillbl IpbleMHAara KapblyHeBara afilieHHs, ITO i HasblBaela
«MajlaY9HHeM», Ospy BBIK/TIOUHA KapOBiHa MalTako. A BOCh XiTpbls
I3SUIKI, SIKisl 3aiiMarolja magpoOKai, st pasManéyKi y>KbIBalolb
okcijar Topdy. 3-3a Aro Ipbl HArpaBaHHi 3'AyIAel|lIa HePbleMHbI
ax, i y>KbIBallb XY, IpbIraTaBaHyo ¥ TaKiM IIOCyZI3e, He BapTa.

ITpajna, kami Bbl He ClIENBIATICT, 3ayBakae Bitab, To Haypap i
3MO)Kalle aJipO3Hillb, AKiA MaTIpbIA/IbI BRIKAPBICTOYBAIICA ¥ mpa-
1pl. ThiM 607IbLI IITO "MajausHHe' IAIep Y MOf3e i OCYAY, BbIKa-
HaHara y IaThIM CTbI/Ii, ITpajiaelilia MpolbMa. A BOCh KepaMiKi, Ipbl
BbIpabe sKOIl BBIKapbICTOYBaycs "abBap", Ha PHIHKY 3HAYHA MEHIIL
I'sTa yHiKa/MbHBI i CKIagaHbI criocab.

Cakp3THbl HacToM

— Ha Benapyckim Ilanecci Toxnika "abBapy" spgayHa jidbiia-
sl TPafbILbIiHAI i ObIIa Be/IbMi pacrayCrofkaHail, — IacBs4yae ¥
TOHKACIi CIIpaBbl TaHYap. — Ajie CEHHA €11 KapbICTAIOIIA TiYaHbLA
maitctpsl. IIppr "abBapbl” rapuruki abo 36aHbpl abMakBalLb ¥ Cle-
LBISUIBHYIO CYMeCh, 3pO0/IeHyI0 Ha aCHOBe pacosa, Opari, CblpoBar-
Ki i iHIIBIX iHTP3/IbIeHTaY. Po1snT NphiraTaBaHHsA CyMeci § KOXKHa-
ra raHJapa CBOIi, i I'9Ta ¥ HeKaTopbIM popi3e GipMOBHI CakpaT. Asle
ary/JbHall YMOBail 3'Ay/sielia Toe, IITO HACTOIl a0aBs3KOBa I1aBi-
HeH OBIIb 3 KiC/IBIM acsApofa3eM. Al CYJOTBIKY 3 iM Ha pacIiaJieHbIM
KepaMi4HBIM NTOCYZI3€, AKi 3 IeYbl JACTAIb a6uyraMi, Y3HiKamIb
HeIIay TOPHBIA Y30Pbl, @ TAKCaMa Y TBOPBIIILIA aXOyHaA I71a3ysABaHas
MaBepXHS.

Menasirta 3a cBalo ayTSHTBIYHACLD i L[9HIIIIIa ajTapcKas Kepa-
Mika. Ase, AK af3Hadae Illsnenesiy, y aromniHis Ba rajibl MOMIBIT Ha
Ae MollHa ymay. IIpprdpiHa TaMy — KaBifgHasA NaH[IMifA, 3-3a AKOI
CTajIa MEHII 3aMEXXHBIX TyPBICTaY.

— Kab npaxapmirb csaM'10, a  MsiHe cAMEpa A3sLiel, Tpoe 3 AKiX
CTY[I9HTBI, IPBIAIIIOCS 3 TOCYAY Iepaiiciii Ha BbIpab KepaMiki s
iHT9p'epay i maHAIIadTHArA ABI3ANHY, — KaXka MajicTap. — ACHOY-
HbISI 3aKa34bIKi — y/lajanbHiki arpacspsi6ay. Hesx BoIKpyuBatocs.
Mae 3HaéMbIA raHYaphl TAKCAMa YAKAIOLb JIEILBIX 9aCOY. YCe Mbl
CITaA3sieMcsl, IITO KapaHaBipyCHbIs pabeMbl Hey3abaBe CKOHYAL]-
IIa i KepaMiKa 3HOY ITayHe MacaBa PasbIXOf3illlla Ia JaMax 6era-
pycay i TypbicTay, AKis IPbIA3IKAOLb y HAlly IaclliHHYIO KpaiHy.

leHansb Mannaycki
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It is for their
authenticity that such
branded ceramics are
valued. Unfortunately,
as Shepelevich notes,
the demand for it has
fallen sharply in the
last two years. The
reason for this is the
COVID pandemic, due
to which there are
fewer foreign tourists.

006

Potter at work

than enough of this material in Belarus.
However, for high-quality ceramics, clay
with certain properties, primarily high
fire resistance, is required. Only few
places can provide such clay. The best
one is in Gorodnaya and Radoshkovichi.
That's where I order it. When you have
clay, then you can sit down at the potter’s
wheel. Usually, it takes me about 20
minutes to mould a small pot or jug on
it. Then I put the dishes to the kiln for
firing, and then they are coloured. To
draw a picture, I use several techniques,
mainly ‘milking’ (soaking in milk with
the subsequent firing) or ‘scalding’ (kiln
treatment with the subsequent soaking
in milk). I use only natural substances
as dyes. Thus, to give ceramics a pleasant
brown tint, which is called ‘milking}
I take exclusively cow’s milk. Some
cunning dealers involved in forgery use
peat oxidate for colouring. Because of it,
an unpleasant odour appears when the
dishes are heated, and you should not eat

TRADITIONS

food cooked in such crockery”

True, if you are not an expert, as
Vitaly notes, you will hardly be able to
distinguish what materials were used in
the work. Moreover, ‘milking’ is now in
vogue and a lot of dishes made in this
style are sold. At the same time, there is
not much crockery, in the manufacture
of which the ‘scalding’ method was used.
This is a unique and complex way.

Secret mixture

“In the Belarusian Polesie, the
‘scalding’ technique has long been
considered traditional and was very
common,” says the potter sharing with
us the subtleties of the matter. “Today,
however, only a few masters use it.
When ‘scalded; pots or jugs are dipped
in a special mixture made on the basis of
brine, mash, whey and other ingredients.
Each potter has his own recipe for
preparing the mixture, and this is in
some way a corporate secret. The general
condition is that the infusion must be
with an acidic environment. Contact
with it causes unique patterns to appear
on red-hot ceramic dishes, which are
taken out of the oven with tongs, and a
protective glazed surface is also formed.”

It is for their authenticity that
such branded ceramics are valued.
Unfortunately, as Shepelevich notes, the
demand for it has fallen sharply in the
last two years. The reason for this is the
COVID pandemic, due to which there
are fewer foreign tourists.

“In order to feed my family, and I
have seven children, three of whom are
students, I had to switch from dishes
to making ceramics for interiors and
landscape design,” says the master.
“The main customers are the owners
of farmsteads. I cope somehow. The
potters 'm familiar with are also waiting
for better times. We all hope that the
coronavirus problems will end soon and
ceramics will again begin to massively
disperse to the homes of Belarusians
and tourists coming to our hospitable
country.’

Gennady Poplavsky
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TON CAMbI
FEHETbIYHbL

Pa6orer Ippmabl CmipHoBaii 3 Iya makaparonp 3 mepmara mornapy. Ca
3BbIYAlIHAM CAJTOMKi sHa CTBapae IABETPAaHbIsA KBETKaBbIA KaMIIa3ilbli,
KOHiKay, nebenssay, nsamek, mKaTynki i cymauki. Hamayna IppiHa crama

HapopgHbl manicTap IpbiHa
CmipHoOBa cTBapae canpaygHbia
LyAbl 3 CaNOMKi

nmaypaaram abmacHoi npamii ¥ Haminaneii « Hapogabl maricTap romar.
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CanamAHblA KBETKi j 6enapyckix "kanantowax"

3arafubllia ajii3ena paMécTBay i TpaAblLbIIHA
KynbTYyphl Ijeyckara IsHTpa KyabTyphbl i BOJIbHara
vacy Ippina CmipHOBa — dajmaBek pagkara abasH-
Hs, TaMy LaJIKaM HAZ3i¥HA, IITO NpPBIKIAJHOE Ha-
pojHae paMACTBO fAHA IlepaTBapbla ¥ BbITAHYAHYIO
MaBeTPaHyl TBOpYacUb. JI3AKyroubl fge ¢anTasii i
7000BI 1a IPBITOYKATa «A3SY/IABBI» TPAJBILbI 3HA-
XOJI341b HOBAe, Cy4acHae BbIMAPIHHE.

— 3 4varo Jcé maublHajacA? — ycMixaela
maricrap. — Y 2000-M Hamiamy Iacé€lKy IIpbIC-
BOUIL CTaTyc ropaja, HeabXofgHa ObUIO MAaBSUIIYBIID
KOJIbKacCIlb TYPTKOY. ¥ TOJ yac A mpalaBaja HaMec-
HikaM pgbipakTapa IlanTpa Kynbrypbl. Ilaexama Ha
KypChI IIa canoManiAneHHi ¥ Ipogna. [Tamararo, Ak
3pabia mepIIyro ¥ CBaiM XKBILIII CATaMsHY KBETKY,
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afayyiusl cs6e canpaynubiM npagecisnanam. CEHHs
I3Ta BBIK/IKae YCMEIIKY, 60 YbIM OOMbII BYy4yCs, THIM
6ombun afKpbIBaenja HoBara i Hs3BegaHara. Kai
TyT, y Iji, agkperyca Jlom pamécrsay, mampacinaca
TY/BI KipaBalb KPy>KKOM. YBOTYy/Ie IIpalyo ¥ cepsl
KYZIbTYPBI ¥>KO 33 rajibl.

3 pgHA ¥ p3eHb Ippine CwmipHoBal masopsimia
CyMsAIlYalb MHOCTBA PO3HBIX aMIUIya: KipaBallb
Kk1y6am paéHHbIX MaiicTpoy "CkapOHila’, g3ilsadsiv
amarapckim agpssuieHHeM “KpbiHiuka”, BBIKOHBAllb
TQ/JIOYHbIA POMi ¥ HApOXHBIM TAIATPbI “3s/IEHBI
¢dypron". 3 motara 2020 roza pasaM 3 MaiicTpami
IjeyIIupIHBI 1A CalOMAIUIALIEHHI 3'AyAela HOCh-
6iTaM TBOpYACLi, KA Mae CTATyC TiCTOPbIKA-KY/Ib-
TypHail KalmToyHacui, — «bemapyckis MacTankisa
NIpaKTBIKi calloOMaIlIALeHH:A». fle mpanpl ayHO Be-
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Folk craftswoman Irina
Smirnova creates real
miracles from straw

CTATYCHAA TBOPHACLb NallelsBsdz{o)aIN=NeizI=NNAANNE

The works of Irina Smirnova from Ivye, in
the Grodno Region, captivate at first sight.
She creates airy flower arrangements, horses,
swans, dolls, boxes and handbags from
ordinary straw. Recently, Irina became the
laureate of the regional award in the People’s
Craftsman of the Year nomination.

Straw flowers in Belarusian
‘kapyalushs’ (head coverings)

Irina  Smirnova, Head of the
Department of Crafts and Traditional
Culture of the Ivye Centre for Culture
and Leisure, is a person of rare charm,
so it is not surprising that she turned
applied folk craft into sophisticated aerial
art. Thanks to her imagination and love
for the beautiful, ‘grandfather’s’ traditions
acquire a new, modern dimension.

“How did it all begin?” smiles the
craftswoman. “In 2000, our village was
given the status of a town, it was necessary
to increase the number of studios. At that
time, I worked as the deputy director
of the cultural centre. I went to a straw
weaving course in Grodno. I remember
how I made the first straw flower in my
life, feeling like a real professional. Today
it causes a smile, because the more I
study, the more new and unknown things
are revealed. When the House of Crafts
opened here, in Ivye, I asked to organise a
studio there. In total, I have been working
in the field of culture for 33 years.”

Day after day, Irina Smirnova manages
to combine many different roles: to lead
the Skarbnitsa club of regional craftsmen,
the Krynichka amateur department for
children, to play the main roles in the
Zelyony Furgon (Green Van) folk theatre.
Since February 2020, together with the
straw weaving masters of the Ivye Region,
she has been the bearer of creativity that
has the status of historical and cultural
value, i.e. ‘Belarusian artistic practices of
straw weaving’ Her work has long been
known to participants and guests of the
Slavianski Bazaar in Vitebsk, the holiday
in Alexandria, the Republican exhibition-
fair Kazyuki, the Republican Festival of
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maronp yasenbHiki i rocui "CraBsHckara
6asapy” ¥ Binjebcky, cBATa j AnmekcaHp-
pari, P3cny6niKch1<a171 BBICTaBbI-KipMa-
mry “Kastoki", Pacry6rtikanckara ¢ectsl-
BaJII0 HalbIAHAIbHBIX KYNIBTYP i MHOTIX
iHIIBIX OPIHIABBIX MepPaIPhIEMCTBAY.

— He mary ne sraganp Bi3iT fa Hac
Kipaynika nasapxxasbl ¥ 2019 rogse, —
ycnaMiHae Maiictap. — [IpasifaHT XbiBa
nikasiycs ycim, 3agaBay noiTaHHL. Taxis
CYCTpa94bl He 3a6biBarona!l He yaynsio,
y AKOJ iHIIAJ KpaiHe CBeTy Hajaena
CTO/IbKi ¥Bari 3axaBaHHIO TpPaJbILbIIL.
I'sta gaparora Bapra, 60, 11a Bs/lIiKiM pa-
XYHKY, 3aliMatocs cBaéit mobimaii crpa-
Ball, 6e3 KOl He Mary JKbIIlb.

Fanoynae — He npanycuiub MOMAHT...
— Tonbki HAayHA panTam ycBARO-
Mi/Ta, IITO iIZIa [a raTara 3axallIeHHs
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Jcé cBaio XKBILIE, — NPLIBOABILD (ak-
ThI 3 acabicrait Oisrpadii cybscenHina.
— YcniomHina, AK y ganékiMm g3AnincTse
CaJIOMKail 3aiiMaycsi pofHbl Opat 6abyri
ma 6anpkasaii ninii @inin locidasiv. Yee
3Bai aro gasen ®anbka. Kanmi crasna ra-
padae HamBop'e i Tpaba 6bUIO mACBilb
Kapoy, yce imut ja Aro, xkab €H crnéy
Karemiomel. A Mpl 3 Oparam capseni i
IIAzi3eNi, AK €H CIPBITHA poObillb 3 Impo-
cTait 3y0aTKi caMblsl pO3HBIA, AK paHeil
kasam, "6pputi’. 3akasay macTymama
IIMAaT, i €H YacaM He IacIABay Ja paHi-
11bI 3pabiub ycé.

Y TbIA yachl T3Ta 3yciM 3BbIYaliHas
CripaBa: CajloOMAaIUIAlleHHe 3apapsimacs
Ha HAIIBIX 3eM/LIX aJIHAYacoBa 3 3eMJLA-
po6cTBaM. Canoma yuAmIAna, abysana i
HaBaT KapMi/a: y TaJIONHBLA Tafibl sie fla-
maBaii y xy1e6.

National Cultures, as well as many other
branded events.

“I cannot fail to mention the visit of
the Head of State to us in 2019, recalls
the master. The President was keenly
interested in everything, asked questions.
Such meetings are not forgotten! I can’t
imagine so much attention is paid to the
preservation of traditions in any other
country in the world. It is worth a lot,
because, by and large, I am doing my
favourite thing, without which I cannot
live”

The main thing is not to miss the
moment...

“Only recently I suddenly realised
that I had been on the path to this hobby
all my life) Irina cites facts from her
personal biography. “I remembered how,
in my distant childhood, my granny’s
paternal brother, Philip Iosifovich, was
engaged in straw making. Everyone
called him Grandfather Felka. When
the weather was hot and cows had to
be pastured, everyone went to him to
make hats. And my brother and I sat and
watched how he deftly makes a variety
of ‘bryls’ (large-brimmed hats) from
simple straw. There were many orders,
and sometimes he did not have time to
do everything by morning?”

In those days, this was a completely
ordinary thing: straw weaving originated
on our lands at the same time as
agriculture. Straw was used for keeping
people warm, as well as for footwear or
even food: in famine years it was added
to bread.

“I myself am left-handed, I can't even
draw an even circle with my right hand,
but when I take straw with the edges of
my fingers, everything turns out well
somehow by itself;” says Irina. “I can work
with my eyes closed. The first step is to
make a wickerwork out of four straws, a
so-called ‘zubatka’ (toothed pattern from
straw), which in the end can turn into
anything”

The shortest one can be used for a
bookmark, those that are a little longer
can be used for making wreaths, to which
you can attach decorations. A simple hat
can take several meters of wickerwork.

“The most time-consuming thing in
the process of creating any product from
straw is the procurement of material. The
main thing is not to miss the moment
when rye ripens in July. And before that,



— Cama s nay1uyH, npaBail pyKoii He
Mary HaBaT pOyHae KO/Ia aKpaC/illb, ane,
Kami 6spy KpaéuKkami Iajbliay camomy,
ycé aTpbIMITiBaeIIia HesiK caMo caboit, —
n3eninua Ippina. — Mary 3 3a4bIHEHBIMI
BaybIMa Kpywuinp. Ilepin 3a ycé Heabxop-
Ha 3pabilb 3 YATBIPOX CAIIOMIH IUIALEH-
Ky-"3y0aTKy", sKas ¥ BBIHIKY MOXa IIe-
paTBaphblIlila ¥ HITO 3ayTONHA.

CaMyl0 KapOLIEHbKYI0 MOXXHa BbI-
KapbICTOYBallb /1A KHDKHAI 3aKmafki,
NIei3b Jay K3l — BOCh Y>KO TaTOBBI BA-
HOYAK, [a fAKOra MOXKHA IIpbIMallaBallb
YIPBITa>K9HHI.

— Camae mpanaémkae y Impamace
CTBapaHHs1 TI000ra BbIPaby 3 CalOMKi —
I9Ta HapBIXTOYKa MaTapblAny. [anoyHae
— He Ipanyclillb MOMaHT, Kaji ¥ jine-
Hi Iacree XbITa. A [ja ratara Aro Tpada
SIKacHa BbIPacCllilib, YBeCh Yac CAyblllb,
Kab He pacio mycrasene. BaxHa Tak-
caMa TpaBibHA cKacillb ab0 CI[icHyIb
CAPIIOM.

BisiTHaa kapTka maiicTpa

— CamM mpansc  cazoMaIuIALeHHSA
TaKcaMa JJOChIIb IpalaéMKi, AKi marpa-
Oye Bsmi3Hara uspHeHHA 1 /0008,
— pacnasapae Ipoia CmipHoBa. — I
a0aBsi3KOBa MaBiHHA ObBII[b HATXHEHHE,
6e3 sro Hivora He arpbiMaeria. Bocb
raTara KoHika pabima amanb aBa Mecs-
Lbl ¥ BOJMBHBI afi mpanbl yac. KoxkHylo
matanb Tpaba apKimsuins, agbsIiub,
apnpacasanb.. CajaMfAHasA IUIACTBIKA
— Be/IbMi IDKKasg Ipala, IPaKTblYHA
ycé maBopsilia pabilb Ha MayBBITAHY-
ThIX pyKax. IlacmpaOyiine Tak ImpocTa
macsfi3elb Xaus 6 mayraisir!

ITpaxTbIKa IakasBae, MITO 3 CATIOMKI
MO>KHa CIUIeCHi Jcé, IITO 3ayrofHa: He
TOJIbKi JN9KApaThIYHBIX JIANAYAK,
JKBIBEJI i KBETKI, ajie i pO3Ha-
ra ab'émy

CTATYCHAA TBOPHACLb Nallc]sBds{o)alN=Nei =" NNAANNE

émicracyi, pamki i ota, HaBaT Ipaj-
MeTbl M36mi. AfHaK cBaéil BisiTHail
KapTkaii Ippina CMmipHOBa /IivbILb casta-
MSIHBISI KBETKI ¥ Tpa/ibIIblilHBIX Genapy-
CKix "KaIsUmonax’.

Pa6oTbl maiicTpa MOXXHa
3HaNcLi Yy NpbIBaTHbIX
KaneKublAX PO3HbIX

KpaiH. BbigaTHbl 6yket

3 canamsAHbIX KBeTaK
napopaHbl nepagaubl

"Mone uypay" Ha pacinckim
Taneb6auyaHHi: Tapbl XKbixapKa
lya npbimana yaseny
3HaKamiTalm TanerynbHi.

CaMblst 3arafikaBbla Oenapyckis BbI-
pabbl 3 canmoMKi — Os3BaXKKisl majBsic-
HBIA KAHCTPYKIIbli-TIaByKi.

— Bocb TpapbIbIiiHbL TaBYK, — /13-
MaHCTpye 3a/laljiCTyl0 KaHCTPYKILIbIIO
Maiictap. — I'aThl abspar y cmaBsH —
arpoibyT Kamsap. Jliueinacs, 3a rog taxi
[IaBY4OK 3abipae j cBae canaMsiHbIsI CeT-
Ki yce Oeppl i Hamrdacui. Ycé rata pacra-
BAJlal0 X/IONIIAM i I3AyyaTaM: Ha TypTKi
I1a CaJIOMAIVIALICHHI MPBIXOA3AIb JKajja-
I0YblAd PO3HBIX y3pocTay. HaBar ManbiM
maj ciny 3pabiunp IIyLABOJHYIO 30p-
Ky-abspsr abo IpaclieHbKara IaByKa.
Xroch1i, macTaneyuinl, 3a6yase ab HaBy-
IIbl, @ ¥ Karochlli CIpalfye TOM caMbl Te-
HETBIYHBI KOJI, sIKi JallaMOT MHe 3HalCIIi
CIIpaBy YCATO >KbIILIA.

TauuaHa Ypy6neyckaa

it must be grown in such a way that it
reaches high quality, weeds must be
removed. It is also important to mow or
cut it with a sickle properly”

Master’s trademark

“The process of straw weaving is also
quite laborious, requiring great patience
and love) says Irina Smirnova. “And
there must be inspiration, without it
nothing will work. I have been making
this horse for almost two months in my
free time. Each detail must be boiled,
bleached, ironed... Straw weaving is very
hard work, almost everything has to be
done with half-stretched arms. Try to
simply sit like this for at least half an
hour!”

Practice shows that anything can be
woven from straw: not only decorative
dolls, animals and flowers, but also
containers of different sizes, photo
frames, even pieces of furniture. However,
Irina Smirnova considers straw flowers
in traditional Belarusian ‘kapyalushs’ her
‘trademark’ work.

The most mysterious Belarusian
straw products are weightless suspended
spider structures.

The craftwoman’s works
can be found in private
collections in different
countries. A beautiful
bouquet of straw flowers
was presented to the Polye
Chudyes (Field of Miracles)
TV show on Russian
television: the resident

of lvye took part in the
famous television game.

“Here is a traditional spider; the
master demonstrates the golden design.
“This charm is considered to be an
attribute of Christmas among the Slavs.
It was believed that such a spider takes
all the troubles and misfortunes into its
straw nets during a year. I tell all this to
my little students: children of different
ages come to straw weaving classes. Even
kids can make a guiding star charm or a
simple spider. Someone will forget about
this upon growing up, but some people
will discover for themselves this genetic
code that helped me find my life’s work”

Tatiana Vrublevskaya
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A DEEP UNDERSTANDING
OF THE CLASSICS IS
WORTH A LOT

This year marks the 140th
anniversary of the birth of the
classics of Belarusian literature
Yanka Kupala and Yakub Kolas.
Both of them were outstanding
writers and still remain iconic
figures: symbols of the country
and the formation of national
identity. It is not for nothing
that the images of Yakub

Kolas and Yanka Kupala, the
characters of their works, once
became one of the main and
extremely popular subject
areas for Belarusian art.




Probably, there is not a single artist, especially of the older
generation, who would not touch on this topic. The one through
which one could better feel the image of the Motherland, express
one’s view of its past and the difficult path to revival. As for
Yanka Kupala and Yakub Kolas themselves, they somehow
imperceptibly turned from living people into ‘official idols’
and are here to stay. Of course, this process is inevitable,
because time moves the events of their lives away from the
present, transfers them to the rank of historical realities
worthy of perpetuation. But today and our attitude to the
heritage brings a new note to the understanding of the
Kolas-Kupala theme. We again consider the life path of
these undoubtedly outstanding writers, which was more
complex than previously presented in various sources, we
place other accents in the lines they wrote.

It's bad when you don't see aliving person behind bronze
or a layer of paint. A cardboard silhouette, an abstract
symbol can neither shock nor even simply interest you. Like
an appeal on a banner, where sincere words are perceived
only as a festive march slogan. Have you ever paid attention
to how the images from the covers of ‘mass literature’ are
very similar to each other? Comic long-legged blondes or
muscular superheroes... Is this the look that characterises
the literary characters of our era? Where are the faces and
characters that distinguished Kolas’ characters, for example,
Symon the Musician?.. Yanka Kupala’s Guslar is not two-
dimensional either. He
is not only colourful in
appearance, but also
strong in spirit, angrily
refusing the ‘chervonets’
(coin) of the mighty
prince.

At one time, a new
exposition was opened
in the Yanka Kupala
Museum in Minsk,
where, among others,
unique exhibits were
presented: interior
details of the Moskva
Hotel, where Yanka
Kupala mysteriously
died in 1942. They
include the door of his
room at number 414,
part of the flight of stairs
with low stone railings from which the poet
fell. There are many versions of his death. It
still remains an unsolved mystery and excites the imagination
of not only researchers of the writer’s work, but also artists. This
moment is difficult to depict, as evidenced by the search for the
artist Yuri Krupnenkov, who nevertheless decided to paint the
painting Ya. Kupala. June 28th, 1942. Nevertheless, the very fact

Ya. Kupala with students of Bobruiskaya school. 1921

Ya. Kupala with wife. 1916

Ya. Kolas
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of addressing a topic that has not been previously reflected in the
visual arts deserves interest.

A person dies, but his things continue to exist and write his
personal history. Our ancestors tried to take these things with
them to the burial mounds... By the way, some of the projects of
monuments to Yanka Kupala looked like this: a mound with the
figure of a poet on top of it. Just as it was described in the poem
Kurgan (Burial Mound). One of such projects for a monument
to the poet was proposed back in 1942 by the architect Georgy
Zaborsky. Later, this image was used in his idea by the sculptor
Aleksei Glebov. The monument-mound was supposed to be
erected on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the poets birth,
but the project did not materialise.

Zair Azgur is rightly considered the founder of the sculptural
theme of Kupala and Kolas in Belarusian art. It was he who in
1924 executed the first sculptural portraits of the Pesnyars (poets)
for the Vitebsk Museum. The sculptor described his acquaintance
with Yakub Kolas in his memoirs: “For the first time I saw a real
poet and looked at him as a miracle”

During the first session, Yakub Kolas read Novaya Zyamlya
(New Land) to Zair Azgur, while the sculptor carefully peered into
his features. “Very simple in communication, the poet reminded
me a little of a peasant who had a very hard time in life. Therefore,
he was gloomy and thought more, delving into himself”

Unfortunately, the first sculptural portraits of writers have not
been preserved, there are not even their images. There are only
photographs of portraits of 1939, which the master prepared for

BEJIAPYCb.BELARUS
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the days of Belarusian literature and art in Moscow. Even the
photo illustrations show that these works literally ‘breathed” with
life. Azgur wrote: “I wanted to convey those movements of the
poet’s soul that I observed, which delighted me. And this is exactly
what is very difficult to do in sculpture. Those who knew the poet
can confirm that behind the calm character of Kupaa there was a
very sensitive soul that reacted to everything”. And about Yakub
Kolas: “He willingly posed for me in 1928 and 1939”.

Of course, time has brought a number of changes to the creative
style of Zair Azgur. The monument on Yakub Kolas Squarein Minsk
(on the photo) signifies a departure from the impulsiveness of the
first works to the smooth roundness of the arranged volumes. The
severity and simplicity of the plastic solution of the central figure,
resembling a huge boulder with its outlines, are slightly softened
by decorative sculptural groups on the sides. It is interesting that
the author himself planned to place all three parts of the work
on stones in the middle of the surface of an artificial lake with
bronze reeds: “And the lake itself, together with thickets and birch
trees that will be planted around the monument, should speak of
the nature of Belarus. It seems to me that this will be what I read
about in the works of Yakub Kolas”. And indeed, in this version,
the figures would look more organic than in the current situation
of the traffic intersection.

Artists often turned to the images of the Belarusian Pesnyars.
They painted their portraits, their native places. Many gave special
preference to Vyazynka, where a memorial museum was opened
on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of Yanka Kupala. They
depicted the poets’ friends and associates, illustrated
books that were reprinted in different series: from
academic collections to the School Library. This
theme was present in the works of recognised
masters and students of the theatre and art institute
(now the Academy of Arts) as well. It sounded
different, but basically the chords of this sound
were not so much insightful as officially solemn.
The audience saw not people with their thoughts,
doubts, dreams and hopes, but more often ‘teachers
of the nation’ in such works...

Only recently have we begun to talk aloud about
the seal of tragedy, which largely determined their
fate. The noble origin of the ancestors of Yanka
Kupala was not voiced, but, apparently, it still
left its mark on the poet. After reading the poem
Beznazounaye (Nameless), written by him in 1924,
you feel the depth of bitter reflection about the fate
of the Motherland, hidden behind light poetic lines.
There is not a single named character in the poem,
there is only a generalized ‘We’. Thus the character
in Advechnaya Pesnya (The Neverending Song),
Kupala’s first dramatic poem, has no name, he is just
a man. The character in the poem Son na Kurgane
(Dream on the Burial Mound) is someone called
Him, and the character in the poem Na Papakhe



(On the Sheepskin Hat) is a stranger who, although he has signs of the
biography of Kupala himself, remains nameless. To hide one’s own ‘T, not
to stick out, not to bother is a property of the Belarusian character, which
was noticed by many writers. Kupala did not really like some features of
this character, but he himself was a Belarusian.

Probably, today’s young artists need to learn to look at Yakub Kolas ™
and Yanka Kupala not as banners or symbols, but to understand them as B
people who, in difficult life circumstances, did everything they could for
their native language and Motherland. Young people sometimes say
something like: “A normal person who grew up in the city, who does
not know rural work, does not understand such literature”. Or
maybe you just need to read a little more to feel the real passion
for your native land between the lines.

Of course, a logical question arises: what principles should
a contemporary artist rely on in developing the Kolas-Kupala
theme? Should they rely on the accuracy of ethnographic
and historical details? This is insisted on by museum staff,
who lack in the exposition of those works of art that would
reflect certain life stages of the poets, images from their
environment, accurate sketches of their native places. It was
from this that point, for example, the sculptors Aleksandr
Botvinyonok and Aleksandr Chigrin proceeded, who
worked on the image of Yakub Kolas for the courtyard of
the writer’s museum. Many painters were guided by this
while working on paintings. These works include Ya.
Kolas. Family by Grigory Tabolich, Ya. Kupala in Vilnius
by Aleksandr Ksendzov, Ya. Kupala as an Engineer by &
Vladimir Novak. (&

Sure, you can try to approach the topic through
your own author’s vision and unexpected plasticity. /’:l
This primarily concerns works of decorative and
applied art, where the material itself requires
complex associative solutions. Then
unexpected figurative comparisons
appear in paintings and graphic /
works, such as in the painting /s
Kupala Song by Raisa Siplevich
or in the graphic triptych by
Vladimir Savich.

All this is possible because the
key to understanding the world of the
Pesnyars is the versatility of folk art. This
world is surprisingly lyrical and musical.
It is easy to find consonance with it. An
artist, no less than a musician, translator
or actor, needs to know and convey the
style of the works of the classics, which
means to feel their word, to delve into
the themes and images, plot twists, in the
manner of the story. And their best works,
as a rule, become sincere stories about the
creative fate of the Belarusian classics.

Veniamin Mikheyev
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The new book by Mykola Metlitsky titled Amulet
(Obereg) has ‘Chinese pages’ as well

MIE R85,
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The Zvyazda Publishing House, with the financial support
of the Ministry of Information of the Republic of Belarus,
has prepared for publication a book of poetry by the recently
deceased laureate of the State Prize of the Republic of Belarus
Mykola Metlitsky titled Amulet (Obereg).

Collected together, there are the latest works of the talented
master of the word concerning our time, those anxieties that have
now engulfed the entire planet. Mykola Metlitsky often turned
to the theme of the Great Patriotic War. The writer considered
the memory of it and the heroic ancestors of the Belarusians to
be the social, spiritual, moral guidelines for us today, as well as
for the future.

Separate pages of the vast and multifaceted poetic book are
about China and the people of China, about the culture of the
Celestial Empire. ‘T am translating into my native language / you,
the poets of China. / Sad, sometimes full of suffering / Pages
of the eternal book I turn over / Starting with Qu Yuan, / His
famous poems, / I see that over time there will be no less / Sad,
disturbing themes..” (from Poets of China).

Mykola Metlitsky is a translator into Belarusian of the
creative heritage of dozens of legendary Chinese poets from
different centuries. In 2012, with the support of the Republican
Confucius Institute of Sinology of Belarusian State University
(then this educational institution was headed by Doctor of
Philology Aleksandr Gordey), the anthology Under the Wings
of the Dragon: One Hundred Poets of China by M. Metlitsky was
published. The work of the Belarusian translator was awarded
the Special Prize of the President of the Republic of Belarus to
Art Luminaries.

After some time,
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Mykola Metlitsky compiled and
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translated an anthology of poems Lotus Petals and
Chrysanthemums. One Hundred Poets of China in the 20th
Century. The talented master managed to complete one more
solid work by translating and publishing a book of poetry by
the classic of Chinese and world poetry Ai Qing Hymn to the
Light.
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| walk on the steps of centuries,

| take a stanza after a stanza —
From Eternity,
Wang Wei,
Li Bai,
Du Fu
come out
to meet me
The twentieth century
is so close now
On the horizon of years:
Wen Yiduo
touches my heart
with rhymes,
saturated with blood.
(Poets of China)
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In the Amulet (Obereg) book the Arsenal poem is also
devoted to China, its spiritual imperatives. Having passed
away as a result of the COVID disease, Mykola Metlitsky left
to the readers, to Belarus and the world, the poetic Diary of
Planetary Anxiety. And in this ‘poem of life’ there are lines
about the Celestial Empire: ‘China, you showed the world / Both
humanism and fortitude / You did everything, gave everything, /
To reject mournful sadness ... (To China from Belarus).

By the way, some of the works of Mykola Metlitsky have
recently been translated into Chinese. Let's hope that in the
future the voice of the Belarusian artist of the word will be
heard not only in his native land, but also in China, as well as
other countries of the world. Lets hope they will hear the bright
civic aspirations, as well as the hope for the establishment of
humanistic virtues, peace-loving convictions among all peoples
and in all countries of the world, of the author of Amulet and
many other poetry collections.

Aleksandr Karlyukevich.
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VIEW

THE ABILITY

TO LOVE
WHAT YOU

HAVE AND

BE HAPPY
FOR OTHERS

The musical-detective Jack the Ripper of the
Youth Variety Theatre was recognised as the
best in the Musical Theatre section at the
National Theater Award. An example when
success begins with individuals united by

a common goal and desire for results.
And the role of the Artistic Director of

the group, Vladislava Artyukovskaya,

is remarkable in this. As she herself
admits, she could be a commander,
develop strategic plans and fight

to the last bullet, but... Instead,

she writes scripts,

performances and manages all
creative processes.Shesincerely
believes that everyone can
change the world according

to their abilities, character

and love...
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“With your arrival at the theatre, the
genre of the musical began to develop here
in different directions... Three years ago
you voiced the desire to work fruitfully,
and today it is already possible to sum up
certain intermediate results of what has
been done”

“Stably twelve premieres a year... You
will not find anything like this anywhere
else. People often ask me, where does
this creative energy come from? Here
everyone is just doing their job: some make
concert programmes, others are involved
in productions. We arrange concerts in
the Palace of the Republic with television
broadcasts and thus popularise our artists.
Many plans were disrupted by the pandemic,
something had to be changed, but we did
not stop. You just have to adapt to life. As
an experiment, we even did a concert in the
botanical garden, which made it possible to
gather an audience in the fresh air”

“Theatrical art, unlike, say, cinema,
is more difficult to adapt to new realities,
because even the Internet platforms are not
an equivalent replacement for the stage,
and the perception is not the same there...”

“I agree, the theatre should not be online,
because the theatre is magic, mystery, living
energy. If you failed to convey your message

to the audience, then it will not receive
catharsis. After the performance, the viewer
should be filled with energy. And for the
artists, each meeting with the audience is the
same exchange of energy and magic that fills
everyone.”

“What trends are inherent in the
modern musical and where are we,
Belarusians, in this context?”

“Modernaudiencesare very sophisticated.
Even a child is difficult to surprise with
something after everything that the phone
gives him or her. For example, I remember
how impressed I was when I watched Mikolka
the Steam Engine in the Youth Theatre as
a child. It is already difficult for modern
children to perceive this story, since they see
a certain primitivism in it, and everything in
it seems invalid to them. However, the theatre
is a certain convention. Music is the very
vibration that creates a unique atmosphere
and affects the audience. Thats why I like the
genre of the musical, because it combines
theatrical and musical art. We have gathered
excellent vocalists, a kind of consonance
of voices. We have the opportunity to do
incredible things with the help of such people.
And I think this is the future. I understand
that, for example, such a genre as the musical
parable You and I, and in the Belarusian
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BLITZ SURVEY:

1. Any force majeure situation for me...
“Itis an interesting test.”
2. Creativity is destroyed by...
“Indifference.”
3. Three episodes of your biography that could
form the basis of a good script...
“My childhood adventures, which were a lot of fun. Definitely
something about first love. And | would like to write about
something that has not happened to me yet.”
4. Name a movie that you are ready to watch in any mood.
“I really love Harry Potter. Miracles and the fictional world fascinate
me a lot. The creativity of JK Rowling and the way she came up
with this work, for me, is the level that | myself aspire to.”
5. What do you think of modern women?
“They take too much care of their faces. |
agree that you need to take care of your
appearance, but you should also
think about the spiritual.”

language  at

that, is difficult to

understand. Even in the

process of preparation, they told

me that I was desperately brave, because

usually when the Belarusian topic is raised, it
means straw shoes, the countryside, and so on, and we
have gods, heroes, philosophy, plus a language that not
everyone understands well enough. But if everything is
this way, then it means that the problem is in ourselves,
that we have no respect for our native word... Or
another example is the musical-detective Jack the
Ripper, a story in which the audience has yet to figure
out who is guilty and who is innocent. Every time I
take on new topics, colleagues say that I'm taking a
risk. Nevertheless, according to my observations,
courage in creativity is the current trend. It’s worth the
risk, but we're often afraid to take it”

“How can you explain this fear and inability to
love what you have?”

“The inability to love is the worst thing. And I don't
attribute it to mentality or history. In my opinion, the
reason is the lack of education, which originates in
childhood. My mother believed that all the melancholy
we have is from the absence of the sun, and as a result,
this affects the perception of the world around us. We
lack optimism. If, starting from the family, a feeling of
love for oneself, for everyone who is nearby; is instilled,
then one can hope for changes. We often do not even
know the names of our neighbours, not to mention
inviting them for tea. We recently started working on a
new theme where religion is present, and in the process
it turned out that among our employees there are
deeply religious people. And, imagine, they are ready
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to work
so far even
without  payment,

because the implementation

of the idea is so important to them. I

am convinced that we all need the spiritual.

The main thing is only that there are those who will

tell the way and call for them. Start small, with yourself.
Learn to praise your own children, be proud of what
each of us does and creates. Right now, however, you
hear criticism more often... In Moscow, for example,
every theatre and artist will always tell you that they
are the best, although, of course, performances are of
different levels, without this there is no way to work.
However, they will try to convince you that their work
is excellent. That’s what you need to strive for — the
ability to love your own and be happy for others”

“Iwas pleasantly surprised and glad that your site
contains contacts of various help services for those
who are in a situation of some kind of addiction or
are subjected to violence... Whose idea is this and
does it work?”

“I am convinced that such information should
be on any site. You never know where and at what
moment a person will find it, and maybe this is what
will push them to action. Psychological problems are
always very complex, and it happens that sometimes
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it is not so difficult for people to be cured
as to take a step towards such a solution.
There must be mutual respect.

We build the theatre according to this
principle. When I first came here to work,
not everyone was friendly. But we started
talking. We used to talk to each one for
hours. I spared no energy and time,
because I understood that people needed
it. We could solve many problems if we
learned to talk and hear each other”

“And where do you get the resource
to restore the energy that you spend on
working with the team and the creative
process?”

“Its just not worth skimping on
energy if we can help others in this way.
This is the essence of human existence.
Any creativity in the team makes it
possible to reveal people, their abilities.
If this succeeds, then new reserves are
revealed in a person, people feel that they
can fly. The same is about the audience.
If they come to our theatre and break
out of their everyday life to watch the
performance, then this is evidence that
we are doing everything for a reason. I,
as part of the directorial and production
team of the Istoki (Origins) festival,
travelled through Belarusian cities and

saw how people live. They
have a job, a family, but few
hobbies. And without this,
a person does not receive
fulfilment. And  when
people came to our events,
I saw happy faces. They
need it”

“When you go on tour
to other cities, how are
you met?”

“Our visits give people
a clear example of what
wonderful artists we have”

“Is coming to the
Youth Variety Theatre an
important step in your
career?”

“I have the education of
a drama director, but I can’t
say that I was burning with
the desire to come here.
The Minister of Culture
summoned me and offered
me this position. I took time
to think. I do not like unprofessionalism,
I am very scrupulous in everything,
and therefore I did not understand
whether I could cope with the task,
build relationships. My husband played a
decisive role here. He said that we must
agree, because otherwise nothing will
change anywhere, if we all only doubt
and wait. It was really difficult at first.
Someone did not want to work with me
and left, and they were replaced by young
enthusiastic artists.”

“What principles do you adhere to
as the artistic director of the theatre?”

“I do not like traitors in my life and
always trust people. I don't like it when
people say one thing to my face and
something else behind my back. As for
me, its better to immediately say that
you hate. I had a case when one colleague
said this to me: I couldn’t stand you, and
then I looked closer and realised how
hardworking you were. We do one thing.
Don’t be hypocritical, be sincere”

“Even at school, the performance
based on your play called Until the
Stars Faded was awarded. Then the
university noticed your production of
TUTTI FRUTTI. That is, from the very
beginning of your professional path, life

accepted your work with approval. Now,
after a large number of performances,
awards, have you noticed yourself to
suffer from star sickness?”

“I always try to look at myself from
the outside, because I know that star
sickness can absorb anyone and very
quickly. Therefore, from time to time I
ask myself: have I been carried away?
And I'm constantly running somewhere,
thinking of something for myself. I've
been like that since childhood. I always
need movement, new things”

“Are your children also drawn to
creativity?”

“Yes, my girls all found a creative path
for themselves, while I'd rather see them
become chemists or mathematicians.
After all, a creative profession is a difficult
path, where you are constantly beaten,
but you need to get up and move on.
I once watched Sylvester Stallone talk
about his attempts to break through.
He wrote scripts for seven years, and he
was refused everywhere. Nevertheless,
he achieved his goal, but not everyone is
able to fight for so long to no avail. Even
the first unsuccessful attempt can break a
person, and he or she leaves for another
profession. So here you need to have a lot
of strength”

“What traits of your characters are
closest to you?”

“I like courageous characters. From
each of them I learn to adequately accept
any trials. Emotions never help. Although
I am a very emotional and sentimental
person, it all depends on the context
of the situation. I can hear a touching
story and cry, and then it will be tears of
purification. As for the rest, I discipline
myself, because I think that every day is a
struggle and a test where you need to be
able to survive”

“In your opinion, is it possible to
calculate the success of a production
today if you place bets on the director,
cast, etc.?”

“As a playwright, I always know what
moments can get through to the audience.
However, creativity is like faith, it just has
to be. And most importantly, the heart
must sing. And if you only calculate with
your head, then nothing will work?”

Elena Drapeko
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Some believe that Belarusian

painting is restrained, but the
artist Nikolai Bushchik asserts
with his works that real art

can be festive, bright, sublime

A major, incredibly life-affirming
mood radiates from all the works of
Nikolai Bushchik. The good purity of such
art is captivating. The sketchiness of rare
people in the paintings, ‘childish’ multi-
coloured houses and trees say that the
artist is moving away from concreteness:
these objects here are more like random
guests. But Nikolai Bushchik is far from
a purely formal approach. Even a person
who is far from painting will understand
that this is not just a geometric spot on
the canvas. In any experiment with each
tone of colour (and all the paintings of
Bushchik sparkle with dozens of such
experiments), one can see the poetic
nature of the author, his desire to convey
the rhythm of the music, which he loves
very much. This passion makes it possible
to work painstakingly and flawlessly, very
intelligently, both in oil and watercolours.

The author offers an interesting
game in the names of his works, which
characterise individual colours in a new
way. For example, Prostranstvo Ognya
(The Space of Fire) by Nikolai Bushchik
is made in warm red colour palette,
but it is difficult to see the flame. At
first glance, it seems that there is only a
creative search for the artist in the palette.
And when you step back, you will notice
how the stretched wide stripes represent
the desert and the sky separated by the
horizon line, and the little yellow spot
turns out to be the sun...

His landscapes are not ordinary.
Although they are not jokes and not
even inventions of the subconscious, but
are the product of the nature itself that
once accompanied the author on travels.
This nature, according to the remarks

of not only art
critics, but also
ecologists, is
the  emotions
of the soul, the
canvases are the
feelings of the
Almighty, and
the images are
the thoughts of
the Universe.

I remember
the personal
exhibition
of Nikolai /f’
Bushchik. One
of the halls of
the National Art Museum of Belarus
was significantly different from the
others in those days. Firstly, there was
subdued, spot lighting above the works,
which created a certain atmosphere —
an atmosphere of some intimacy, depth
and mystery, perhaps, of the universe.
Entering the hall, I immediately wanted
to muffle the sound of my voice and
speak in a whisper, so as not to disturb
the harmony — the harmony of art,
which you are afraid to frighten, like
a rare bird. The emotions of the artist
Nikolai Bushchik, about whom they say
that the master creates only with these
very emotions, were right there on the
walls...

Imagination game

“As long as I can remember, I loved to
draw so much,” Nikolai begins his story.
“At first I just copied the drawings, but
then surprised my parents at the age of
five when I drew an absolutely even circle

ART

by hand. They took a pair of compasses
and measured it. At fourteen I received
my first paints, which my grandparents
from the city sent to me, a boy from the
countryside, after which I began to make
copies from the paintings of great artists.
Vasnetsov’s Three Heroes (Tri Bogatyrya)
in my performance was gratefully placed
in the teacher’s room, but I liked the
copy from Levitan more. I have always
appreciated the classics. I saw in it exactly
what carries the depth of thoughts and
feelings. This is what accompanies me all
my life — not so much the external side
of things, but the essence of phenomena
and their emotional side”

His biography includes an art
school in Krasnodar and a theatre and
art institute in Minsk. After graduating
from alma mater, he does what he loves.
The word ‘must’ is not in his vocabulary.
Nikolai Bushchik paints most often about
what is important to him and in what he
finds answers to his questions, as well as
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the eternal questions of mankind, today.

I have always been amazed at how
beautifully the master combines colours,
how he creates space and plane. This is
exactly the kind of true pictorial thinking.
He thinks exclusively in colour: he
perceives any emotion, any phenomenon
of nature as a colour with its variations.
After all, all this is his impressions of
real life. Not naked abstractions, but his
feelings of nature against the background
of the traveller’s impressions. His work is
a landscape, which, through the efforts of
the master’s personality and talent, turns
into such a large element of colour, which
is practically non-existent in Belarusian
painting.

Memories of impressions

He creates when he feels ready, and
he defines inspiration as ‘willingness to
paint. Often he makes small sketches in
order to comprehend how the higher
forces ‘colour’ the world. Often he goes
out into the street, sometimes he sits by
the window and talks a lot: about friends,
people, events, such peculiar memories of
impressions. Sometimes music helps him
in this.

“I like music that has its own style,
continues the artist. “From classical to
modern jazz. Well, if this is jazz, it must
not be destructive, but one that is built on
improvisation and manifesting itself, as
an image, on the basis of some emotions.
I try to somehow bypass destructive
things, because I see that they destroy
the harmony. When I see that thoughts
line up in some kind of positive ‘line]
the line of harmony, this is a structured
thing. And if on the contrary it breaks
everything, then this thing is destructive,
and I easily refuse it

He also considers art to be a ‘thing),
but an organic thing that remains in time
only because it gives an idea of it. As for
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the masterpieces, here the master has his
own opinion.

“I think that a masterpiece,” argues
Nikolai, “is a work that combines the
thoughts of an artist, composer, poet
about the time in which he or she lives,
with the thoughts and feelings of those
who are not initiated into creativity. After
all, an artist is always a pioneer. These are
the eyes of God for all mankind. What is
music? These are the ears of God. What is
poetry? This is the word of God”

Forever in harmony
When communicating with the

master, you feel that the harmony he
speaks about is his permanent state. The
state of calm and harmony is in him and
his works. Therefore, I wondered how
such a state, which, of course, happens
to everyone, can be preserved for a long
time.

“One must be faithful to the chosen
path,” concludes the artist concludes.
“To be faithful to the love of life and the
concept of ‘love’ in general. Everything
always depends on the desire of a person,
even if you have to make a choice. Should
one choose the path in which the soul
and mind sound together and thus sing



with one voice? This path hasn’t got much
money in it. Or a path that brings good
income, but also disharmony? Making
a choice is not easy. Someone is more
pragmatic, someone is more confident
in himself or herself and in his or her
abilities. Everyone will decide for himself
or herself what is more important to him
or her”

Yes, he is always talked about as
a master with an exceptional sense of
colour. Such descriptions of the artist
as ‘the element of colour, a wonderful
colourist’ remain valid, but I can swear
there is even more colour in the new

paintings. The main impression: the
triumph of solar colours, the radiance
of the canvases, which, I am sure, could
illuminate the museum hall in the
absence of electricity. Where the artist
‘takes’ so much sun remains a mystery.

“As always, I want a fresh look at
myself and a new proposal for the viewer.
I would like to show new compositions,
the possibilities of the soul”

“What has changed in your work?”

“Time has changed. We feel it
through urban reality, through space,
our surroundings, the impetuousness
or calmness of people. The rhythm of

ART

@ Spring Mood
© The Lady in the Red Beret
© Village in the Evening

O In the Old Manor"

conversation, relationships, the rhythm
on the roads, the rhythm of our thoughts,
communication on the Internet. The face
oftime changes in rhythms, and after them
— emotions. And emotions are always
colour. Hence the play of heat and cold,
all the changes in colour and imagery. I
can't find any other explanation. I have
no desire for journalism, for the creation
of a chronicle, let the experts do it. The
artist works for something else, to show
the aesthetic, spiritual beginning of his or
her time”

“Colour can help establish
everything: plot, images, composition?”
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“Of course. I try, as far as possible, to
determine only the future. Now these are
only impressions with which a person
agrees or not, but it excites, it is unexpected.
The artist, on the other hand, translates
into art what he or she sees — the harmony
of the world, the feeling of happiness. I
would like people to see this, and not go to
extremes: they watch either action films,
or tearful soap operas. However, the world
is wonderfully harmonious. And even
global corporations that pollute nature
are being careful, they make decisions
on ecology, on poverty issues. People
still tend to think about the future, about
children. These reflections are also in my
paintings, so they are more symbolic than
plot-driven, chronological”

“In one of the interviews you spoke
about moving away from local topics.
Could you clarify?”

“‘I'm interested in painting as an
open art. It is close to people, regardless
of the colour of their skin and political
positions. Art should be understandable
without a translator”

“Are your watercolours
impressions?”

“Yes, as a personal perception, as
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chamber music: Belarus, Lithuania,
Bulgaria... But a journey for an artist is
the whole life, even if he or she just looks
out the window. In watercolours, there is
a thirst to tell what a beautiful gift our life
is. It surprises me when in painting I see
a semi-photographic concreteness, when
people do not write through emotions.
Technique must have its own place, it
satisfies the primary aesthetic interest,
and the artist must express himself or
herself, as an artist, refracting what he
or she has seen in his soul. I must tell my
story, my melody in colours. Whether
reality is guessed in it or not, nature it
is still completely different, and for the
artist it is an image that is not similar to
anything previously created”

“Still, travel is a strong impetus for
work?”

“Traveling is interesting as a first
sight, as a feeling of a child. For me, this
is necessary in order to be able to see, to
rejoice in still pure, untrodden feelings. I
go to the same place only when a lot has
been forgotten, and only significant things
remain in my memory. And I'm surprised
that people paint trees, stones. This is a
domestic aspect, and the themes for the

artist are man, Earth, Space. This
is completely different”

“From this point of view,
does it matter where to go? To
comfortable countries or less
developed places, but interesting
in their own way?”

“I don't want to travel as a
tourist, and exotic for the sake of
exotic is not interesting either. It
is important to understand what
you see and to endure aesthetic
impressions. Australia, America,
Africa... no, it doesn't”

“Is Europe interesting?”

“Undoubtedly. And even
Europeanised Asia is more
understandable. And the East is

beautiful, but not my cup of tea. We have
a European culture, which is more calm,
reasonable and minimalist.”

“Do people still buy paintings?”

“Less than before. They almost
stopped buying real art. Streams, birches
are bought, as well as reproductions in
GUM, but these are not purchases. You
wouldn’t say youre doing an act when
you buy socks. Buying a painting is an
act. I really hope the situation changes.
You just need to continue to do your own
thing, be yourself and think about the
world, God and man. These are the things
that constantly worry me”

“You have always said that culture
and art are very different things”

“Yes, culture is like soil, and art is
something that grows on soil. The way
of life is culture, and everything to which
the soul is directed, which is bright and
harmonious, is art. More down to earth,
creativity is all that people do. And how
they do it is, in my opinion, an art”

Veniamin Mikheyev



